
A Guide to Google Translate 
for Families

Information and tips to support your child’s 

learning at home.



Visit www.schools.nyc.gov to receive the latest 

information on remote learning.

Text “COVID” to 692-692 to receive regular 

updates on COVID-19.

Our website is supported by Google Translate. 

You can select a preferred language at the top of 

the page.

Stay Updated

http://www.schools.nyc.gov/


Google Translate

Google Translate is a free tool that is available on most devices. Google Translate can be used 

to translate text, handwriting, speech, and websites in over 100 different languages.

Google Translate does not replace the translation and interpretation services provided by 

your school. But Google Translate can help you navigate online materials and improve 

communication with individuals who do not speak your language. 

For computers, Google Translate is used as part of your web browser. For iPhones, iPads, and 

Android devices, Google Translate is used as an app.

If your preferred language is not English, you can 

always request for a qualified interpreter for school 

meetings or for professional translation of important 

documents.



Download Google Translate
for your phone or tablet

Search for the Google Translate app:

• For iOS (Apple) devices, go to the app store

• For Android devices, go to Google Play

Click “install” or the “cloud icon” to download 

the app.

Check if Google Translate was successfully 

downloaded. The icon should now appear on 

the top-right corner of your browser.
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If you have an internet-enabled device provided by 
the DOE, your device should already have the Google 
Translate application.

https://apps.apple.com/md/app/google-translate/id414706506
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.google.android.apps.translate&hl=en_US


Using Google Translate on your 
phone or tablet

Google Translate includes the following 

translation options:

Text (typing)

Camera (taking pictures of text)

Handwriting (writing with the touchpad)

Conversations (speech)

Voice (speech to text)
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You can also download languages onto your phone 
so you can use Google Translate offline.
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Text and Handwriting

The Text and Handwriting features let you 

translate text from one language to another. 

After you select your languages, type or 

handwrite in words or phrases in one language. 

The application will do its best to translate what 

you entered into your selected language.

Tap the “pen” icon 
to use the touchpad 
to handwrite your 
entries.



Camera

The Camera feature lets you translate images 

of text from one language to another.

● Aim your camera at the image until the 

language is detected and fully translated. 

● You can choose to keep this photo by using 

the ‘import’ function.



Conversations and Voice

The Conversations and Voice features allow you to 

speak in one language and then have what you said 

repeated in another language. 

You can use the “Both” feature, which will 

automatically detect the languages used as you 

have a conversation with someone who speaks a 

different language.



Downloading Google Translate

To get Google Translate on your computer, you 

will need two things: the Chrome web browser

and the Google Translate web extension.

If you do not already have the Chrome web 

browser, follow these steps:

• Go to  google.com/chrome/ on your web browser.

• Click “download Chrome”.

• Open the file that you downloaded to install the 

Chrome web browser.

● The file’s name is “ChromeSetup.exe” for Windows and 

“googlechrome.dmg” for Mac.
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https://www.google.com/chrome/


Downloading Google Translate 
(continued)
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Now that you have the Google Chrome browser, 

next you will need the Google Translate web 

extension.

To download the Google Translate web 

extension, follow these steps:

Go to the Chrome Web Store using your Chrome web 

browser and search for “Google Translate”

Click “Add to Chrome”.

Check if Google Translate was successfully downloaded. The 

icon should now appear on the top-right corner of your 

browser.

https://chrome.google.com/webstore/detail/google-translate/aapbdbdomjkkjkaonfhkkikfgjllcleb?hl=en


Translating Websites

To translate websites:

● Click on the “Google Translate” icon on the top-

right corner of your screen

● Click “Translate this Page”. 

● Select your preferred language.

To translate specific words or phrases on a 

website:

● Highlight and right-click on the text you want to 

translate.

● Select “Google Translate”.

You can also use this option to translate materials in 
Google Classroom, including documents, forms, and 
email.



Translating Google Docs

Google Docs are online documents that your child may 

be asked to use to complete and turn in assignments. 

If an assignment is in English and you want to keep a 

copy in your preferred language, you can use the 

Translate tool in Google Docs.

To translate and make a copy of a Google Doc:

Click on the “Tools” option on your browser 

menu.

Click “Translate Document”. Choose a Language, 

then click “Translate”.

You now have created your own copy.
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NYCDOE Links on Remote Learning

NYC Department of Education
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/

Activities for Students
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-
home/activities-for-students

Technical Tools and Support
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-
home/technical-tools-and-support

Frequently Asked Question on Remote Learning
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-
home/information-on-remote-learning

Free Meals
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/food/free-
meals

Devices for Remote Learning
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-home/ipad-
distribution

Regional Enrichment Centers
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-
help/regional-enrichment-centers

Getting Started with your DOE iPad
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-home/ipad-
distribution/getting-started-with-your-ipad

https://www.schools.nyc.gov/
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-home/activities-for-students
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-home/technical-tools-and-support
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-home/information-on-remote-learning
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/school-life/food/free-meals
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-home/ipad-distribution
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/enrollment/enrollment-help/regional-enrichment-centers
https://www.schools.nyc.gov/learn-at-home/ipad-distribution/getting-started-with-your-ipad
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