-202449 e G

G2 AIRE WA TY FFIHT AT Y HITE TOTC 3F AGIIAS TS| T T T
schools.nyc.gov/SHS, schools.nyc.gov/High, 932 MySchools.nyc w4

38 376 ifD RIS oo agreiv-ag TS ez sigre St gieligrs @ifs, 7, &, aav, $f3, e, aifeers

i, SfsamTere %!, Aifiares w19, afeafel, it ogw, forst (qre TPges o Tl LIFEIFs e

SHffofs, (s wfsasfes, s/ efa sTife TETR), WIdr gom ST Seiffafie Fafee @it

Ry foefers (et =1 e T fRrs St emreore (T 2R T STtz (Uit oFle 2T e SifRra™!

T AN (AT e KA R el 1 AIR9NFS el foefers ©fS, @ISmE, SIHd G e

ST FACS AR 1| G2 TS (-5 FLGT8 ST Srgfire SFIR sidie =&: Director, Office o ) Public
Equal Opportunity, 65 Court Street, Brooklyn, New York 11201. (5fTssis 718-935-3320 / (51-f&s: NW

877-332-4845. Schools


https://schools.nyc.gov/SHS
https://schools.nyc.gov/High
https://MySchools.nyc
https://schools.nyc.gov/High
https://schools.nyc.gov/SHS

1.0

2.0

SHSAT WiaIF ST @5y
1.1 F I FACSIAGITS! ST

1.2 e ofiE (R W ) 5

1.3 T o wu worE Seeay Al wg

1.4 57 TY[TTG AHT WOREAEAR T Freled HFTNGS 2
1.5 +15fS (A ) TAFACTAG JFICCIF  TTOET

2.1 AICFIRT  HfEE Ft Ft STCoTEd
22 FF A e A

2.3 AT STCTPASTIA

24% A qe@Em SeoRfeat

2.5 3=y spfa

3.0 WHASHSAT »I1F WA 7 Ff T2

3.1 AT ST ST

o o U A~ b oN

33
33



SAMPLE TEST A

General Directions

Sample Test

Form A Sample Test - English Language Arts Explanations of Correct Answers
Form A Sample Test - Mathematics Explanations of Correct Answers

Form A Sample Test - Answer Key

SAMPLE TEST B

General Directions

Sample Test

Form B Sample Test - English Language Arts Explanations of Correct Answers
Form B Sample Test - Mathematics Explanations of Correct Answers

Form B Sample Test - Answer Key

Grade 9 Mathematics Sample Questions

Grade 9 Mathematics Explanations of Correct Answers

Grade 8 Grid-In Sample Problems

Grade 8 Grid-In Explanations of Correct Answers

SHSAT  Sample Answer Sheets

SHSAT Blank Grid-ins to be Used with Sample Items

34
34
36
92
131
148

149
149
151

209
241
257

258

263

267

269

275

277



1.0 SHSAT WA T o W=

SN W AN T SIESISF  TCSHATCARAGH SSTAACIRTIS U2 WA SIGIA ASIC AMC GFAG o TGeTifell F4l|

1.2

O @R EY FTFIASIITATHAS eIl FCIRNE ] AP AT TCINIITCBISGIHNSAS Az

= SIS FofAT

= 735 o<l CHEfs AT T

n 2B ST TR Ted 7iq (ST F) G2 HILFOTR

= 1Y -2 (GriD-IN) &Rl Gy Sifofties TR

= 1 (9) (alteR S erag T (3 @ 7w calred RRRl ReTE & e sifege T AE)
O TAICA! ME SIASTCIASTI MR

= ELA TRIGE 7 2 99T (U B AR

= SIS (SFT) THAIICAT 20 72 DT (AF B AR

O 7 TATHCTDAGEAT AC SITSICINIAS MR W ST

= ITIS|AOIR JRITO ATE ST (I S F FAC0 21: A & B S18%1 o[: 9115 F21/57~ 11 (Foidfens/afefbe), fafee
FetaeI=, 1Y Grid-Ins, &3 1 e o/e-5rET

u AP e (T SITT ST ST ST 78 eI A0S S0ad Sed AT NI F0o

O SEAE ARA S WG of A AR SHTRNC  SIeTSICIAITS RN 7Y SIS
u SITHIF T, SATTH W T SN ST AW, (2T B (FTCSe), Q2 Tl AROTSI oTUTS

~

m SITHIE T, AT W ST AN TR @ Wi 7zeey, "iheeig, 13e soelf Seaete bizre Fare g

= 93 SAFCHCE TR0 AMFR T (A AR, 93 W Gttt (@i 4f# 53217 Face AEs; i Fwe sy swe
QT ATH AT FACS AAFIE SLANRS T 2007 |

u ARG T SR O S 180 G T o1, 1Ty 8ol SsioyeRen #ieiof ST (o RwiRies AT
fRery et 2ot wfsfies s o 267, St ARG (19 F=0e 360 NG 37 A

m A I @2 A A 8% FACO AR, TOAR AIMFR U (I SRR 917 (I SI* FAR ©f Sieat
2 P =1

= A ELA @32 STFICE K5 (TSI 4 T ©fsf 0 0 AT |

O SHSAT-9a T & o I IS FCIo
O eoidRieTsf Y WA WA FEASANAR AR I - 180 SNGTGHF &, A4
O ELASY T, RAeFGHTFeTPES & wals g |

B N AR, (I TR A Ao FHE (6T AT Z0=1]



w 7 fis e © i ag o=t o=t @ e
= SRR SR AR AN A @ g

O%Fe & wARTH 8 o IS SHCRFIF Soet ooy A (IFH) FF |

O Sege qou7y  JeAIT|SeAl FATeTed R
o T, S T W SRET SR TEN 2SS e ® 6® 0 @ s
TTA W G S5 SSSSARS T WA T ® ® © O w
O WSy SEA b SNl Tof 2eeien ®F © 0 »
= G @ AT (97 ) AFpfem 9 Ay Im wwmas fiasd s@we %2? g
Soedy AN @7 *@w A
=8 o ffAm  Temie Al mwwefy Semafsaaw wmsifin w3 Sfaeelmn @eg e Seew @

gy g =wf, R osgw amawses weifis =1 e == fil
O TP T SR YT STINIF Sood?]  SAIF Weg|

= 7 =@ zemE wwsRam welfiq = 2w, iR @emfffes  afmwf siffis o, <@w oqw © am
s, a3 wfieafee? e ot el F wfnl ggw wsifis Sewas e smf ol wifel: g
Soow wf g =, [k g5 @@amf oo afwl g |

= 0 aifiel =, AR ol wsifr @ aw Afw spEifty | (180 Al) il wEw =
1.3 T AE WS WO Soery] At FF

O SR TA! ANE THEICTART  OfF, SAIE TR O SO0G SIOATIINE  SHITGRLY |
= el el gl A A ol i [ Seew w@ify sgfi
= i QUAEU Y SN SR qwEwwE| T bR 7y
o ELA-97 Su=af : esiaf = (2 samu e =y Sswedt st ewfew  ow w19 g@wl sEiaf?
0 st ol : simemfs ot qaw suomf ersfies T T | 2
m % e wstfie o Aty e @ fo fe @ g !



1.4 ST TI[OTS AGT AAFHCAH T IS FFGS 2

e @ wrevert {Afgm 57 wen oWl (@ Wk AW AT T qwmiR) W, e sl /fAemi
Wﬁf?ﬂﬂf)mﬁ“ GWT“W'»W AR aivra*f SIS WGBS W WWW

T (TS TS 3’*@?‘&@81—‘1@&13\‘::31%&%? Ww?zrr ﬂ(ﬂiﬁ‘—w W)aaﬁmfﬁww?f ozl
sppeEe ot /fEmt  (FFeEf/aaf) R TR AW W T, ORI @R

A TCAI/AEIR (FTSIZH/ QW) Todaofed A
@@f@ W oAl [ F@ oA Aferaw Afsw =B i ofrwec 0 (7) =@t Ty =
(S MU KO | B T S T G o | AP B T o 1 (S < (2 C NS | < U <&
i ol =mafym I @q 9w oRERl ofeE o whveifl omm g figsm wmeifn e Afe -
f f o afslom (o) it iRy fouf @ o =0

w el St e i wp A ST A

B QR Gl q7Bf i =

m IR SafoPiyg IR NP T AN A (AT Se] FCN&f 78

.Eﬂajaﬁmmm(m@iﬂ/aﬁc ) TR PRTTHETIR o A

. > SN IS A, SR ST Sl [ cm i qaics

> SN HIRME S TFofbrma goiad A= = F= *_w, I, St A

T =
A, TG AFEC FAUTCY, o SRS 7 [ SRS FSIE, T, ST TS
TCET WA WLFITT ja:;_'[ JRyp—
W1 SITAGT oFSS o
mam@" > A Rl R, s <Ry aghl @shensi

SooR? A G Hame Rl A s

> wifafRl @ efeaw fAfve R afs e =gt ensifia «(ffst 2ear ©

ATOIF T JIIRNCA > oiqafiq @ i, off A et el fta g T sraaaef g
Y HIFAINFY | a3t sl i o=l g Sowd =W EX f‘tﬂf‘fiﬁfft\w




G (Rel2e/afet) Tt et «ii A

Sample 1: Select the sentence that needs a revision.
Which sentence in the{paragraph should be revised)to correct an inappropriate shift in verb tense?

(1) For 14 years, James and his dad have had a tradition of attending Yankees games
together, but James is leaving for college next week, and he is agonizing over the fact that
attending school in Pennsylvania and working there over the summer meant no more games
with his dad. (2) One night, as James is packing his clothes into boxes, he hears a soft
knock on his bedroom door. (3) As soon as he opens the door, James sees what is in his
dad’s hands and feels a rush of joy. (4) His dad is holding a bus ticket for a trip home on a
weekend in the spring so that father and son can attend a Yankees game together!

Sentence 1 4

Sentence 2 ﬂimﬁw (R )
Sentence 3 i =ffy Taresii(sfar s
Sentence 4 @ fRsitf ™) Sferger @ |
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Sample 1 Explanation

(A) The sentence is written in the present tense; the verb “meant” shifts incorrectly into past tense. This verb
should instead appear in the future tense, “will mean,” since the verb refers to how things will be in the future.
The corrected sentence will then read, “For 14 years, James and his dad have had a tradition of attending Yankees
games together, but James is leaving for college next week, and he is agonizing over the fact that attending school
in Pennsylvania and working there over the summer will mean no more games with his dad.” The present tense,
“means,” could also be used, as James appears to be coming to this realization in present time. The use of
“means” would make the corrected sentence read as follows: “For 14 years, James and his dad have had a
tradition of attending Yankees games together, but James is leaving for college next week, and he is agonizing
over the fact that attending school in Pennsylvania and working there over the summer means no more games
with his dad.”



Sample 2: Identify a sentence with an error.

Which sentence)in the paragraph contains an error in it

s(construction)and should be revised?

(1) In 2007, visitors to San Francisco, many of whom were attending an international design
conference, had booked almost all of the city’s hotel rooms. (2) Looking for a way to earn
some extra money, three air mattresses were rented out by roommates Joe Gebbia and
Brian Chesky. (3) The 27-year-olds put the mattresses in the loft of their apartment and
charged $80 a night, for which guests received a bed, breakfast, and internet access. (4)
Soon the entrepreneurs realized that they could capitalize on their idea in a much bigger
way, and they established Airbnb, a company that offers around 6 million rental listings in
more than 100,000 cities worldwide.

sentence 1
sentence 2
sentence 3

T omm

sentence 4

-

Sample 2 Explanation
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(F) In sentence 2, the modifier “Looking for a way to earn some extra money” incorrectly modifies “three air

mattresses” when it should modify “roommates Joe Gebbia and Brian Chesky.” This error in construction can be

corrected by making “roommates Joe Gebbia and Brian Chesky” the subject of the main clause and using the
active voice. The corrected sentence will read “Looking for a way to earn some extra money, roommates Joe
Gebbia and Brian Chesky rented out three air mattresses.”




Sample 3: Improve the writing by combining sentences or revising part of a sentence.

What is the best way to@ombine these sentences)to clarify the relationship between ideas?

(1) In 2019, 15-year-old Cori “Coco” Gauff defeated Venus Williams in the first round of
Wimbledon.

(2) Wimbledon is the world’s most prestigious tennis tournament.

(3) Gauff made history as the youngest player in almost 30 years to win a women'’s singles
match at Wimbledon.

A. Making history at the world’s most prestigious tennis tournament in 2019, 15-year-old Cori
“Coco” Gauff defeated Venus Williams, in the first round, making Gauff the youngest player
in almost 30 years to win a women’s singles match at Wimbledon.

B. At the world’s most prestigious tennis tournament, Wimbledon, 15-year-old Cori “"Coco” Gauff
made history in 2019 by defeating Venus Williams in the first round, making the teenager the
youngest player in almost 30 years to win a women'’s singles match.

C. In 2019, 15-year-old Cori “"Coco” Gauff made history when she defeated Venus Williams in
the first round of Wimbledon, becoming the youngest player in almost 30 years to win a
women’s singles match at the world’s most prestigious tennis tournament.

D. In 2019, history was made at the first round of Wimbledon, the world’s most prestigious ten-
nis tournament, when 15-year-old Cori "Coco” Gauff defeated Venus Williams to become the
youngest player in almost 30 years to win a women'’s singles match.
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Sample 3 Explanation

(C) This revision clarifies the idea that Gauff made history by becoming the youngest player in decades to win a
women's singles match at Wimbledon and that she did so when she beat Venus Williams. The revision also
explains that Wimbledon is the “world’s most prestigious tennis tournament” in a way that is clear and logical.
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Learning to Embrace the Gap Year

(1) The traditional academic plan for college-bound students in the United States is to
complete high school in June and begin college courses in August or September, but some
experts wonder whether this plan is appropriate for all students. (2) Young adults are still
exhausted from attending secondary school. (3) They are sent to college with little to no
transition time. (4) They struggle with a lack of direction, have minimal life experience,
and are not adequately prepared to succeed. (5) Many students are simply starting college
before they are ready.

(6) A gap year is when a student takes a one- year hiatus from schooling for nonacademic
activities. (7) This break in the academic track gives young adults a chance to explore
possible program options, gain volunteer experience, and achieve personal growth. (8)
Through a variety of opportunities, gap year participants can develop new skills and
interests. (9) The break can also help prepare students for the challenges of college
coursework by giving them additional time to mature. (10) Succeeding at the college level
can be challenging at first, but when determined students adjust and employ good study
habits, they will thrive.

(11) Earning money can be a tempting choice, and some young adults may find that they no
longer desire a college degree after entering the workforce. (12) While gap year critics do
have a valid concern, a 2010 Wall Street Journal article cited research that found that “90%
of students who took a gap year had returned to college within a year.” (13) And the Gap
Year Association, a worldwide accredited nonprofit that promotes the benefits of a gap year,
maintains that “taking a structured gap year invariably serves to develop the individual into a
more focused student with a better sense of purpose and engagement in the world.”

(14) The choice to take a gap year may not be for all students, but it could be the best path
for some. (15) Students need to know that this is a good choice that will be supported if it
is what they want. (16) Taking a gap year could help students become more successful as

adults in their community.

1. Which sentence should follow sentence 5 to introduce the main claim of the passage?

A. Taking a gap year away from formal education to determine their personal aspirations is
the answer for these students.

B. For some students, the benefits of taking a gap year after high school could significantly
increase their chances of achieving collegiate success.

C. When students are academically and emotionally prepared, they are guaranteed to
experience greater success in their higher education endeavors.

D. Students who take the time to mature and gain knowledge outside of the classroom will
experience more satisfaction, purpose, and accomplishment in their life.

11



2. Which revision of sentence 8 uses the most precise language?

E. Through different experiences and discoveries, gap year participants can develop new skills
and interests.

F. Through a range of opportunities and training, gap year participants can develop new skills
and interests.

G. Through internships, work, travel, or volunteerism, gap year participants can develop new
skills and interests.

H. Through a variety of jobs, programs, and charities, gap year participants can develop new
skills and interests.

3. Which sentence should be added before sentence 11 to introduce the ideas in the third paragraph
(sentences 11 - 13)?

A. Some gap year opponents worry that young adults who take a break from academia for
activities such as a job may never return.

B. In addition to helping students become better prepared for college, a gap year could be useful
to those with financial constraints.

C. Students complain that there is not enough time between high school and college to earn
money for college.

D. There is growing concern among some experts that a gap year may be too expensive for
many students to even consider.

Sample 1 Explanation

(B) Option B is the best sentence to follow sentence 5 and supports the main claim. This sentence clearly states
the claim in that the gap year can lead to success in college for some, but not all, students (as revealed in
sentence 14). This idea is developed throughout the passage by explaining what a gap year is and how it benefits
students.

Sample 2 Explanation

(G) Option G uses the most precise language and is the correct response. The imprecise reference in sentence 8
to “a variety of opportunities” is replaced with the more specific and precise reference to what these
opportunities entail. They may be “internships, work, travel, or volunteerism.”

Sample 3 Explanation

(A) Option A is the correct sentence to add before sentence 11. The third paragraph introduces, and then refutes,
a counterclaim about gap years in that they may encourage young people to forgo college entirely. This sentence
clearly introduces this counterclaim that the paragraph elaborates on and then refutes with evidence.

12
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Snoozing While Soaring

1 Certain types of birds soar for hundreds of miles, over land, over sea—and never stop to rest.
That kind of endurance seems impossible to us, since we as people need time to rest and sleep.
Researchers set out to learn how birds could fly for such long distances without restorative rest.
They found that for some birds, settling in for a good night’s rest is not always a necessity.

2 In 2013 Felix Liechti and his research colleagues at the Swiss Ornithological Institute published
results of a study about the flight habits of Alpine swifts, small birds that migrate annually
between Europe and Africa. Liechti and his team fitted the birds with small electronic tags that
recorded the birds’ acceleration and their pitch, or angle relative to the ground. The data revealed
that the birds remained completely airborne during their time in Africa, a period of over 200 days.
Since all animals require sleep, the researchers inferred that the birds slept from time to time on
their long journey. However, since the electronic tags recorded only movement such as gliding or
flying, and not brain waves, the question of whether birds sleep during flight remained
unanswered.

3 Researcher Niels Rattenborg from the Max Planck Institute for Ornithology also delved into this
question. In a 2006 article Rattenborg explained that it was theoretically possible that birds could
undergo a certain type of sleep while flying. Like mammals, Rattenborg explained, birds
experience different types of sleep, including slow-wave sleep (SWS). Rattenborg argued that
SWS during flight is plausible because SWS can happen in one hemisphere of the brain at a time,
leaving half of the brain essentially awake while the other half sleeps. The eye associated with the
“awake” hemisphere can still function, allowing a bird to see where it is going. Rattenborg decided
that electroencephalogram (EEG) recordings of birds’ brain waves would ultimately be necessary
to determine whether a bird can actually sleep in flight.

4 Eventually, Rattenborg and his team were able to create an experiment to prove this theory by
studying frigatebirds from the Galdpagos Islands. These enormous birds are good subjects for
avian-sleep research because they fly far out to sea to hunt fish. However, unlike many seabirds,
they cannot land on the water to rest because the physical build of their body—long wings, poorly
webbed feet, and minimal feather waterproofing—makes them unable to take off again from the
surface of the water. Rattenborg concluded that they must remain in flight for up to two months at
a time.

5 In an article from 2016, Rattenborg outlined the team’s research methods and conclusions. The
team humanely implanted EEGs on the skulls of several frigatebirds. After analyzing the EEG
readings of the birds while in flight, the team determined that the frigatebirds slow-wave slept for
about ten seconds at a time at points when the birds were gliding upward via warm air currents,
typically the safest part of the flight. While in flight the birds slept for only 45 minutes a day,
which is just enough rest for the birds to function during these long flights. They later recovered
from the stress of going with very little sleep when they rested for approximately twelve hours
each day back on land.

6 Using EEG recordings, Niels Rattenborg solved the puzzle of when birds sleep while traveling long
distances. His evidence proved that his theory was correct, and the birds proved themselves to be
the ultimate multitaskers as they manage sleep and flight at the same time.
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1. Read this sentence from paragraph 1.

That kind of endurance seems impossible to us, since we as people need time to
rest and sleep.

The words “endurance” and “impossible” in the sentence convey

A. amazement about the physical capability of birds to remain in flight for extended periods of
time over long distances.

B. uncertainty about the conditions that allow birds to stay in flight for extended periods of time
without rest.

C. excitement about the opportunity to share research into how birds fly for extended periods
of time.

D. skepticism about discovering how birds can fly for extended periods of time with little or no
rest.

2. Which sentence from the passage best supports the idea that birds seem to be capable of
making prolonged flights without sleeping?

E. "“The data revealed that the birds remained completely airborne during their time in Africa, a
period of over 200 days.” (paragraph 2)

F. “In a 2006 article Rattenborg explained that it was theoretically possible that birds could
undergo a certain type of sleep while flying.” (paragraph 3)

G. "“Rattenborg decided that electroencephalogram (EEG) recordings of birds’ brain waves would
ultimately be necessary to determine whether a bird can actually sleep in flight.”
(paragraph 3)

H. “While in flight the birds slept for only 45 minutes a day, which is just enough rest for the
birds to function during these long flights.” (paragraph 5)

16



3. Which statement best summarizes the conclusions of the studies presented in the passage?

A. Scientists used monitoring devices to determine that the seconds when migratory birds glide
upward in warm air currents are safest for slow-wave sleep.

B. Using monitoring devices, scientists confirmed that migratory birds sleep for an extremely
short amount of time while in flight and recuperate by sleeping for an extended period of
time after they land.

C. Scientists used monitoring devices to determine that migratory birds require significantly less
sleep than many other animals and to show that the birds use only one hemisphere of their
brain while flying.

D. Using monitoring devices, scientists confirmed that some types of migratory birds rely on
slow-wave sleep cycles in order to stay in flight for extended periods of time.

4. The overall organizational structure of the passage allows the author to
E. contrast the significance of research findings related to small migratory birds with those

related to large migratory birds.
F. compare the in-flight sleep patterns of the various types of birds examined in several studies.

2

emphasize the role of technology in studying sleep patterns of birds in flight.

H. illustrate how researchers acquired a better understanding of the sleep patterns of birds in
flight.

Sample 1 Explanation

(A) Option A is the correct response because it explains that the words “endurance” and “impossible” convey
amazement at the birds’ ability to remain in flight for so long without resting—as opposed to human beings, who
“need time to rest and sleep” (paragraph 1). Specifically, the word “impossible” implies a sense of wonder or
disbelief at the birds’ endurance, which allows them to continue flying for hundreds of miles without stopping.
The words “endurance” and “impossible” support the idea expressed later in the passage that these birds are the
“ultimate multitaskers” (paragraph 6).

Sample 2 Explanation

(E) Option E best supports the idea that birds seem to be capable of making prolonged flights without sleeping, because
it expresses the idea that the birds “remained completely airborne” during “a period of over 200 days"” (paragraph 2).
This information is significantly more precise than the information in the other answer options. Therefore, option E
provides more compelling evidence to support the idea in the question than the other answer options provide.

Sample 3 Explanation

(D) Option D best summarizes the conclusions of the studies presented in the passage. While all the options include
some important details about the study of migratory birds, option D accurately states the key conclusion of these
studies, which is that these birds “rely on slow-wave sleep cycles in order to stay in flight for extended periods of time”
(paragraph 5). Option D's emphasis on the key conclusion rather than on key details makes it the correct response.

Sample 4 Explanation

(H) Option H best explains the effect of the overall structure of the passage. The passage presents an unresolved
question in paragraph 2, while paragraph 3 explains one researcher’s attempt at seeking an answer to the
question. Paragraph 4 describes the bird the researchers chose due to its physical makeup and feeding habits.
Paragraphs 5 and 6 illustrate the details and outcome of the study, revealing the researchers’ conclusion.
Therefore, the overall structure of the passage illustrates how researchers improved their understanding of the
sleep patterns of birds in flight.
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+ x, x+1 = -5

\

The(sum)of(two consecutive integers)is —15) If 1 is added to the smaller integer and 2 is sub-
tracted from the larger integer, what is the product of the two resulting integers?

@ U (T TG

2K J-5
\

tarts a game witthwice as many marbles as Keiko)(Jenny gives Keiko 5 marbles) but she
still has 10 more than Keiko. How many marbles did Jenny have to start with?

tg

A. 25

B. 30 W *EeEe oAwel R
C. 35 ST ag

D. 40
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L=3x

The perimeter of a rectangle is 510 centimeters. The ratio of the length to the width is 3:2. What
are the dimensions of this rectangle?

F.
G.
H

150 cm by 105 cm

o =f (0 R) @R
153 cm by 102 cm <
Y e ()
158 cm by 97 cm it ]

165 cm by 90 cm
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1 dollar = 7 lorgs
1 dollar = 0.5 dalt

Malik has 140 lorgs and 16 dalts. If he exchanges the lorgs and dalts for dollars according to the
rates above, how many dollars will he receive?

A. $28
B. $52 40 7 giof 1: 7o W (lorgs)
C. $182 x 1 forsrgr st =g,
D. %282 7x=140
x=$20
gior 2: fifoer (dalts)
i st =g
16 _0.5
X (
0.5x=16
x=$32
giof 3: sl g ol
20+32=452 WA (lorgs) @3k B
(dalts) cist e
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Sample 1 Explanation

If x is the smaller consecutive integer, then x +1 is the larger consecutive integer. Use their sum -15

to find x:

X+x+1)=-15
2x+1=-15
2x=-16
X=-8

The two consecutive integers are -8 and 7.

One is added to the smaller integer: -8 + 1 = -7.

Two is subtracted from the larger integer: =7 - 2 = -9.
Find the product: -7 x -9 = 63.
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Sample 2 Explanation
(D) Set up some equations.

Jenny (/) has twice as many marbles as Keiko (K): / = 2K

Jenny gives Keiko 5 marbles, so now they each have: /-5 and K+ 5 marbles.
Jenny still has 10 more than Keiko:

J-5=(K+5)+10

To find how many marbles Jenny had to start with, solve J = 2K for K and substitute that into the
second equation:

In equation J = 2K, solve for K: K = é
Substitute é in for K.
J-5=(K+5)+10

j—5=(é+5)+10

_J
5—2+15

j_
J _
5= 20

/=40 marbles

Sample 3 Explanation

(F) Let 2x =the width and 3x = the length.
Draw the rectangle to help visualize.

3x

2x 2x

3x

Since 2w +2/ = P, we get

2(2x) + 2(3x) = 510

4x + 6x =510

10x =510

Xx=51

2x=102cm and 3x =153 cm

24



Sample 4 Explanation

(B) Use proportions to make the conversions:

Lorgs to dollars:
140_7
X

7x =140
x=%$20
Dalts to dollars:

16 _05
X 1

0.5x=16
x=$32
Total dollars = 20 + 32 = $52
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GRADE 8 A

The New York City Department of Education
2023 Specialized High Schools Admissions Test

GENERAL DIRECTIONS

Student Name:

Identifying Information
Turn to Side 1 of the answer sheet.

Notify the proctor immediately if you are ill or should not be taking this test. Do not sign the
statement or begin the test. Return your answer sheet to the proctor.

Line 1: Read the statement and sign your name in the space following the word “signature.” Do not print your
name.

Line 2: Print today’s date, using the numbers of the month, the day, and the year. For example, the date
September 21, 2023, would be 9-21-23.

Line 3: Print your birth date, using the numbers of the month, the day, and the year. For example, a birth date
of March 1, 2006, would be 3-1-06.

Grid 4: Print the letters of your first name, or as many as will fit, in the boxes. If you have a middle initial, print
it in the box labeled “MI.” Then print the letters of your last name, or as much as will fit, in the boxes provided.
Below each box, fill in the circle that contains the same letter as the box. If there is a space or a hyphen in your
name, fill in the circle under the appropriate blank or hyphen.

Make dark marks that completely fill the circles. If you change a mark, be sure to erase the first mark
completely.

Grid 5:
1. Print the name of the school where you are now enrolled in the space at the top of the grid.

2. In the boxes marked “SCHOOL CODE,” print the six-digit code that identifies your school. Below each box, fill
in the circle that contains the same letter or number as the box. (You can find your school code on your Test
Ticket. If it is not there, tell the proctor, and the proctor will get the school code for you.)

3. If you attend a private or parochial school, fill in the circle marked “P.”

Grid 6: Complete the grid with your date of birth. Print the first three letters of the month in the first box, the
number of the day in the next box, and the year in the last box. Then fill in the corresponding circles.

Grid 7: Print your student ID number in Grid 7. You can find your student ID number on your Test Ticket. In the
boxes, print your nine-digit student ID number. Below each box, fill in the circle containing the same number as
in the box.

Grid 8: In most cases, Grid 8 is already filled in for you. If it is not, copy the letter and numbers shown in the
upper-right corner of your test booklet into the boxes. Below each box, fill in the circle containing the same letter
or number as the box.

Now review Side 1 to make sure you have completed all lines and grids correctly. Review each column to see
that the filled-in circles correspond to the letters or numbers in the boxes above them.

FORM A 34 CONTINUE ON TO THE NEXT PAGE »



GENERAL DIRECTIONS, continued

Print your test booklet letter and numbers, and your name, first name first, in the spaces provided at the top of
Side 2 of the answer sheet.

Marking Your Answers

e Mark each of your answers on the answer sheet in the row of circles matching the question humber printed in
the test booklet.

e Use only a Number 2 pencil.

e If you change an answer, be sure to erase it completely.

e Be careful to avoid making any stray pencil marks on your answer sheet. Do not make any marks on your
answer sheet other than filling in your answer choices.

e Each question has only one correct answer. If you mark more than one circle in any answer row, that question
will be scored as incorrect.

SAMPLE ANSWER MARKS

® ® © @ RIGHT
@ ® © © WRONG
® )@\ © ([ WRONG
® © O WRONG
® ‘ ® @ wroNG

e You can use your test booklet or the provided scrap paper to take notes or solve questions; however, your
answers must be recorded on the answer sheet in order to be counted.

¢ You will not be able to mark your answers on the answer sheet after time is up, and answers left in
the test booklet will not be scored.

®

Planning Your Time
e You have 180 minutes to complete the entire test. How you divide the time between the English
Language Arts and Mathematics sections is up to you.

e If you begin with the English Language Arts section, you may go on to the Mathematics section as soon as you
are ready. Likewise, if you begin with the Mathematics section, you may go on to the English Language Arts
section as soon as you are ready.

e Be sure to read the directions for each section carefully.
e Each question has only one correct answer. Choose the best answer for each question.
e When you finish a question, go on to the next, until you have completed the last question or run out of time.

e Your score is determined by the number of questions you answer correctly. Answer every question, even if
you may not be certain which answer is correct.

e Don’t spend too much time on a difficult question. Come back to it later if you have time.

e If you complete the test before the test time (180 minutes) is over, you may go back to review questions in
either section.

e Students must stay for the entire test session (180 minutes).
DO NOT OPEN THIS BOOKLET UNTIL YOU ARE TOLD TO DO SO

@ Pearson

Copyright © 2023 Pearson. All rights
reserved. No part of this document may
be copied, reproduced, modified, or
transmitted by any means, electronic or
mechanical.
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PART 1 — ENGLISH LANGUAGE ARTS

57 QUESTIONS

REVISING/EDITING
QUESTIONS 1-9 (PART A AND PART B)

REVISING/EDITING PART A

DIRECTIONS: Read and answer the following questions. You will be asked to recognize and correct
errors so that the sentences or short paragraphs follow the conventions of standard written English.
You may write in your test booklet as needed to take notes. You should reread relevant parts of the
sentences or paragraphs, while being mindful of time, before marking the best answer for each
question.

1. Which edit should be made in the sentence?

On May 8, 2018, Boston University student Zach Prescott ran a mile in
4 minutes 43.2 seconds while juggling three lacrosse balls, breaking the 32-year-old world
record in joggling a sport that combines jogging and juggling.

Delete the comma after 2018.

Insert a comma after student.

Delete the comma after lacrosse balls.
Insert a comma after joggling.

cowmp»

2. How should the paragraph be revised?

(1) Danielle spent several hours preparing for an upcoming audition for a play at the
community theater. (2) First she did vocal exercises to practice her diction and projection
so that her words would carry clearly throughout the large auditorium. (3) Then she studies
the text of the monologue to better understand the emotions, and motivations of the
character she plans to portray. (4) Finally she recited her monologue in front of a mirror
many times, making slight adjustments and improvements to her performance each time.

Sentence 1: Change spent to had spent, AND insert a comma after play.
Sentence 2: Change did to does, AND insert a comma after projection.
Sentence 3: Change studies to studied, AND delete the comma after emotions.
Sentence 4: Change recited to recites, AND delete the comma after times.

Tomm

FORM A 36 CONTINUE ON TO THE NEXT PAGE »



3. How should this sentence be revised?

To promote their club, a bake sale will be sponsored by members of the debate team on
Wednesday.

A. To promote their club, on Wednesday a bake sale will be sponsored by members of the
debate team.

B. On Wednesday, to promote their club, a bake sale will be sponsored by members of the
debate team.

C. To promote their club, members of the debate team will sponsor a bake sale on Wednesday.
D. Members of the debate team, on Wednesday to promote their club, will sponsor a bake sale.

4, Which revision corrects the error in sentence structure in the paragraph?

In September 2016 the National Museum of African American History and Culture opened as
part of the Smithsonian Institution, the museum is already the Smithsonian’s third most
popular site. Experts say that they expect this newest Smithsonian facility to welcome
nearly 4 million visitors a year. The museum features more than 30,000 objects, including
Muhammad Ali’s boxing gloves and a dress sewn by Rosa Parks. A commemorative copy of
the Emancipation Proclamation, written in 1863 during the presidency of Abraham Lincoln,
is also on display at the museum.

Institution, and the
year, and the
objects, which include

T omm

Proclamation, which was written
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REVISING/EDITING PART B

DIRECTIONS: Read the text below and answer the questions following it. You will be asked to
improve the writing quality of the text and to correct errors so that the text follows the conventions
of standard written English. You should reread relevant parts of the text, while being mindful of time,
before marking the best answer for each question.

The Benefits of Indoor Plants

(1) In an age of endless media content, it is easy to see why people might prefer to stay inside.
(2) According to a study sponsored by the Environmental Protection Agency, Americans spend an
average of 87 percent of their time indoors. (3) Scientists say that this separation between people
and nature puts people at risk for physical and psychological issues.

(4) During the process of photosynthesis, plants convert carbon dioxide into oxygen and remove
many harmful toxins from the air. (5) Spending prolonged periods of time indoors, away from
plants, deprives people of these benefits. (6) Air that is not regularly detoxified can lead to a
condition known as sick building syndrome. (7) This disorder first came to light in the 1970s when
many office workers in the United States began to complain of unexplained flu-like symptoms.

(8) Researchers determined the cause to be volatile organic compounds, or VOCs. (9) VOCs are
harmful chemicals that are emitted by everyday objects such as carpet, furniture, cleaning products,
and computers. (10) The NASA Clean Air Study found a simple way to remove a significant number
of VOCs within a 24-hour period: add plants to indoor spaces.

(11) Adding plants to indoor spaces has psychological benefits too. (12) Research has long linked
time spent in natural environments with increased energy and feelings of contentment. (13) While
being outdoors is an excellent option for improving a person’s mental health, recent research has
indicated that encountering natural elements while indoors can also help. (14) To experience the
maximum benefit of natural elements, experts suggest placing at least one live plant per 100 square
feet of home or office space.

(15) Connecting with nature, even just by being near an indoor plant, is a significant factor in a
person’s well-being. (16) Sitting in front of an electronic screen all day isn’t natural, and today’s
workers need to get up and get outdoors. (17) Richard Ryan, a psychology professor at the
University of Rochester, puts it this way: “Nature is something within which we flourish, so having it
be more a part of our lives is critical, especially when we live and work in built environments.”
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5. Which sentence should follow sentence 3 to best introduce the topic of the passage?

A. Placing plants in homes and offices can provide a healthy bridge between nature and
the indoors.

B. It is important for people to realize that they need to spend more time near plants, whether
indoors or out in nature.

C. For their personal health and well-being, people need to spend more time outdoors or bring
the outdoors in.

D. Individuals with little connection to nature can experience illness, depression, and higher
levels of stress.

6. Which transition word or phrase should be added to the beginning of sentence 5?

As a result,
Primarily,

In contrast,
Unfortunately,

Tomm

7. Which sentence could best follow sentence 13 to support the ideas in the third paragraph
(sentences 11-14)?

A. A global study of 7,600 workers from sixteen countries revealed that employees who worked
in spaces with natural elements, such as indoor plants, were more creative and productive
than employees who worked in spaces without natural elements.

B. Specifically, a study suggests that one well-known hotel is popular among guests because
its owners have made a significant investment in landscaping and indoor plants known to
have a relaxing effect.

C. In fact, one recent study suggested that people who are routinely exposed to natural
elements seem to increase their compassion for others, perhaps because that exposure
generates compassion for the environment in which they live.

D. According to a study that was conducted in 2003, plants can reduce the amount of noise
that people perceive in indoor spaces with hard surfaces, just as adding carpet can make a
room seem quieter.
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8. Which sentence presents ideas irrelevant to the topic of the passage and should be deleted?

sentence 11
sentence 14
sentence 15
sentence 16

T omm

9. Which concluding sentence should follow sentence 17 to best support the information

presented in the passage?

A. Because indoor plants absorb the carbon dioxide in our air and release the oxygen we need
to breathe, they are vital to our wholeness and wellness.

B. Experts say that adding a Boston fern, a spider plant, or an aloe vera plant is a good place
to start if you want to begin to incorporate nature into your home or office.

C. More people should consider bringing natural elements inside to improve general wellness
and reverse some of the negative effects of an indoor-centered society.

D. As one study has confirmed, houseplants are a wise investment because they can remove
almost 90 percent of the toxins in the air within the span of 24 hours.
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READING COMPREHENSION
QuEsTIONS 10-57

DIRECTIONS: Read each of the following six texts and answer the related questions. You may write
in your test booklet as needed to take notes. You should reread relevant parts of each text, while
being mindful of time, before marking the best answer for each question. Base your answers only on
the content within the text.

CONTINUE TO THE NEXT PAGE »
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A Memory Revolution

1 A high school senior logs on to a computer at the library to double-check the application due date
listed on a college admissions website. Nearby, a librarian helps a group of biology students use a
database to search for recent studies about mammals. In the past few decades, the Internet has
become an integral component of daily life for many people. The seemingly limitless power of
search engines made the Internet search extremely common, and today people increasingly rely
on the Internet’s vast accumulation of sources to access all types of information. Scientists are
beginning to examine how this reliance is modifying the strategies people use to store and
prioritize information in their mind.

A Dependable and Valuable Asset

2 Psychologist Benjamin Storm from the University of California, Santa Cruz, and researchers Sean
Stone and Aaron Benjamin devised an experiment to study students’ tendency to depend on the
Internet for facts. To begin, the scientists divided sixty participants into multiple groups, including
an “Internet” group and a “memory” group, and placed them in front of computers. The Internet
group was required to use the search engine Google to answer eight challenging trivia questions.
In contrast, participants in the memory group were permitted to use only their personal
knowledge to answer the questions. In the second round, the researchers administered notably
easier questions. This time, they allowed each group the option of using Google as they
answered. Their results showed that 83 percent of the Internet group continued to consult Google
in the second round, while only 63 percent of the memory group chose to do so.

3 People’s growing inclination to rely on the Internet in order to retrieve information, particularly
facts and figures, is called cognitive offloading. Canadian researcher Evan F. Risko and British
researcher Sam Gilbert, who have written extensively about the topic, say a similar process has
been taking place for centuries. In the past, people used resources like encyclopedias to assist
their memories; however, today the Internet, serving as a vast extended memory, allows people
to digitally access and retrieve much larger volumes of information. Consequently, people’s minds
are free for other cognitive feats, such as connecting data, learning new information, or
solving problems.

Filing Information Away

4 The use of the Internet also appears to be modifying the strategies people use to store
information in their mind. Researchers Betsy Sparrow from Columbia University, Jenny Liu from
the University of Wisconsin-Madison, and Daniel Wegner from Harvard University conducted
several studies to discover how people efficiently manage their information intake.

5 To begin, the researchers examined how people evaluate which information deserves their effort
to remember. For this experiment, participants read forty trivia facts, such as “An ostrich’s eye is
bigger than its brain,” and typed the statements into a computer file. Half the participants had
been previously told the file would be saved, while half believed it would be erased. Next, the
participants wrote down every fact they could recall. Those who believed the information would
be erased and no longer available could recall 40 percent more facts than those who thought the
information would be saved.

6 In another experiment, the same researchers tested the ability of study participants to remember

where to access information. For this trial, participants read and typed trivia statements, which
they saved in folders with generic names such as “Facts” and “Items.” After spending ten
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10.

minutes writing down all the facts they could recall from memory, participants were asked which
folder contained a particular fact based on a keyword. For example, “Which folder has the fact
about ostriches?” Overall, participants recalled the information’s location more often than the
content itself, correctly identifying 49 percent of the folders for specific facts while remembering
only 23 percent of the actual trivia. The researchers concluded that our memory is adapting to
the Internet age by prioritizing where to locate information even when the specific details are
forgotten. According to Sparrow, the Internet has become an important form of transactive
memory, an external source of the recollections and associative networks that

constitute memory.

As the Internet’s resources continue to expand our “external” memory, some question whether
the process may cause people to depend too heavily on technology. However, Steven Pinker, a
professor of psychology at Harvard University, says, “Knowledge is increasing exponentially;
human brainpower and waking hours are not. Fortunately, the Internet and information
technologies are helping us manage, search and retrieve our collective intellectual output at
different scales, from Twitter and previews to e-books and online encyclopedias. Far from making
us stupid, these technologies are the only things that will keep us smart.”

HOW MEMORY WORKS

Information is
maintained through

repetition.
Rehearsal
New Information Sensory Attention Short-Term Storage Long-Term
. Memory - Memory N Memory
l Retrieval l
Unrehearsed Some information
information is may be forgotten
forgotten. over time.

The details in paragraph 3 about cognitive offloading convey a central idea of the passage by

suggesting that reliance on the Internet for information is inevitable.

demonstrating how the methods used to store and find information have changed over time.
explaining how encyclopedias and the Internet are similar sources of information.

implying that more information can be understood now than ever before.

Tomm
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11. How do the details about the experiment described in paragraph 5 convey a central idea of
the passage?

A. They suggest that the act of repeating information by typing it on a keyboard may improve
a person’s memory.

B. They explain that a person will forget information faster if the information is considered
unimportant.

C. They indicate that a person may start to forget details when the amount of information
becomes overwhelming.

D. They suggest that memory is affected by whether a person expects to have access to the
information in the future.

12. Read this sentence from paragraph 7.

As the Internet’s resources continue to expand our “external” memory, some
question whether the process may cause people to depend too heavily on
technology.

How does the sentence contribute to the structure and development of ideas in the passage?

E. It presents a claim about the risks of relying on the Internet that prompted the research
described in paragraphs 2 and 6.

F. It contrasts a disadvantage of relying on the Internet with the benefits of Internet use that
are described in paragraphs 2 and 6.

G. It signals a shift from a neutral viewpoint in paragraphs 2 and 6 to a presentation of an
argument and a counterargument.

H. It introduces a counterargument and marks a transition from an optimistic tone in
paragraphs 2 and 6 to a cautious tone as the counterargument is developed.
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13. The study described in paragraph 6 influenced researchers’ ideas about memory in the

digital age by

A.

highlighting instances when organizing detailed information made it easier to remember.

confirming that keywords can be remembered more easily than large amounts of
information.

. identifying a shift in focus from remembering specific information to knowing where

to find it.

emphasizing that remembering a basic idea is more important than storing detailed
information.

14. Which evidence from the passage is most relevant to the claim in paragraph 7 that “ ‘far from

making us stupid, these technologies are the only things that will keep us smart’ ”?

FORM A

the revelation that most people opted to use the Internet to answer relatively easy trivia
questions rather than relying on their own brainpower (paragraph 2)

the assertion that the storage of information on the Internet frees people to focus on
higher-order tasks such as problem solving (paragraph 3)

. the connection between how people organize information in their mind and their ability to

recall that information (paragraph 5)

. the description of transactive memory as an expansive external source that people can use

to store information (paragraph 6)
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15. Which sentence from the passage suggests that using Internet search engines may lead people

to rely less on their own ability to recall information?

A.

“In the past few decades, the Internet has become an integral component of daily life for
many people.” (paragraph 1)

“The Internet group was required to use the search engine Google to answer eight
challenging trivia questions.” (paragraph 2)

“Their results showed that 83 percent of the Internet group continued to consult Google in
the second round, while only 63 percent of the memory group chose to do so.”
(paragraph 2)

“For this experiment, participants read forty trivia facts, such as ‘An ostrich’s eye is bigger
than its brain,” and typed the statements into a computer file.” (paragraph 5)

16. The effect of the Internet on a person’s memory is illustrated in the passage through the

presentation of studies that

examine how the use of search engines changes the way people evaluate and store
information for future access.

highlight the difference between the capacity of the Internet and the ability of the human
brain to locate information.

. compare the type of information that can be obtained from the Internet with the type of

information that is stored in the human brain.

. emphasize the ease of obtaining information through search engines rather than

remembering it without assistance.

17. How does the diagram provide additional support for the topic presented in the passage?

A.

FORM A

It reveals why human brains must adapt to obtaining information from the Internet as
opposed to other sources.

It indicates how people can use the Internet to help improve their long-term recollection of
information.

. It shows how study participants’ brains distinguished between important and

unimportant details.

It depicts the idea that repetition and rehearsal are necessary to recall information when
tools such as search engines are unavailable.
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Letter from Brooklyn

by Jacob Scheier

I can already see how this will end.
How I will grow tired of the bridge’s
steep incline, and the absent-minded tourists
wandering into the bicycle path.
5 The weather will turn cold.
But that all happens later.
For now it is the early edge of fall,
leaves green still while the air narrows,
is slightly crisp, almost grazing
10 the hair of my arm like a passing stranger,
as though the air has been forced into intimacy
by the brevity! of daylight.
But when it starts darkening at 4,
this closeness, I know, will be a felt distance,
15 like someone drawing your attention
to their lack of intimacy.
These days I am still walking at a cathedral? pace
beneath the branches bending across avenues,
brownstones like rows of lived-in chapels,3
20 like a pop-up picture book I could have had as a child,
but didn’t. How Brooklyn makes me nostalgic?
for the moment I am walking inside of.
These late afternoons filled
with a loneliness that makes me feel
25 distinctly myself, and an awareness
of how rare that is.

“Letter from Brooklyn” from LETTER FROM BROOKLYN: POEMS by Jacob Scheier, published by ECW Press.
Copyright © 2013 by Jacob Scheier. All rights reserved.

lbrevity: briefness
2cathedral: meditative
3chapels: private places of prayer or worship

4nostalgic: yearning for the past
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18. How does the structure of the poem affect the poem’s meaning?

m

The lack of a rhyming pattern suggests that the beauty of each passing day is unique.
The lengths of the sentences represent the complexity of the thoughts being represented.

. The use of complete sentences implies the speaker’s appreciation for the clear beginning

and ending of each season.

. The single long stanza reflects the continuous flow of the speaker’s thoughts.

19. Which lines support the idea that a change in the weather will lessen the speaker’s appreciation

for the city?

A.

“as though the air has been forced into intimacy / by the brevity of daylight.” (lines 11-12)

“But when it starts darkening at 4, / this closeness, I know, will be a felt distance,”
(lines 13-14)

“like someone drawing your attention / to their lack of intimacy.” (lines 15-16)

“These days I am still walking . . . / beneath the branches bending across avenues,”
(lines 17-18)

20. Read lines 5-6 from the poem.

The weather will turn cold.
But that all happens later.

How do the lines develop a central theme of the poem?

Tomm

FORM A

They highlight a contrast between the different seasons.

They show the sequence of the changes that are expected to occur.
They warn about a problem that requires thoughtful preparation.
They emphasize the importance of valuing the present.
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21. Read lines 7-9 from the poem.

For now it is the early edge of fall,
leaves green still while the air narrows,
is slightly crisp,

The word choice in the lines helps convey the speaker’s belief that

o0 w

the beauty of the current season should still be appreciated.
the changes in the weather signify the end of the most pleasant season.
the transition from one season to another happens swiftly and without warning.

. the change in the weather is so subtle that people rarely observe or feel it.

22. The details in lines 9-12 convey a central idea of the poem by

Tomm

showing that the cool weather makes the speaker reflect more deeply on life.

suggesting that the speaker feels uncomfortable with what the coming weather signifies.
implying that the sensations the speaker experiences during the fall season are fleeting.
suggesting that the thought of fall approaching increases the loneliness the speaker feels.

23. Which idea does the comparison of the brownstone houses to “a pop-up picture book I could

have had as a child, / but didn’t” in lines 20-21 convey?

A.
B.

FORM A

It reveals that some people are still influenced by powerful images from childhood.

It indicates that the neighborhood the speaker is walking through is charming and
appealing.

It suggests that the speaker has wanted to live in the neighborhood since childhood.
It suggests that people often experience lingering regret from their past.
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24. Read these lines from the poem.

I can already see how this will end. (line 1)

How Brooklyn makes me nostalgic
for the moment I am walking inside of. (lines 21-22)

The lines develop a central idea of the poem by

suggesting the speaker’s desire to find a way to break free from the repetitive pattern of
daily life.
revealing the speaker’s feelings of disappointment over the predictable change in season.

. emphasizing the speaker’s awareness of the future significance of the present moment in

the setting.

. showing the speaker’s anticipation of specific emotions caused by an intimate knowledge of

the setting.

25. The speaker’s thoughts throughout the poem develop a theme by showing that

A.

although people may hold expectations for the future, some people long for present
experiences while they are still happening.

though people come from different places, most people feel drawn to the special charm a
city holds.

. although people can make decisions about their life, there will always be some things

beyond their control.

though general expectations exist, people have no way of knowing what a given day will
actually bring.

26. The poet develops the speaker’s point of view by

T omm

FORM A

providing details about the speaker’s longing to be in a different place.

showing the speaker’s sense of unease about the passing seasons.

including details about the speaker’s hope that life will remain unchanged.
showing the speaker’s desire to treasure and appreciate the changes taking place.
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This narrative is about the Nez Perce, an American Indian tribe, in what is now northern Idaho.
The tribe is preparing for a gathering before the coming winter.

Excerpt from Do Them No Harm!

by Zoa L. Swayne

1 In the moon of Ta-Yum, the hottest days of summer, when salmon spawn in the little streams and
huckleberries ripen in the high mountains, people from many villages of the Chopunnish Nation
gathered in the Oyaip Prairie for the work and festivities of their annual camas? harvest.

2 From far and near The People came. . ..

3 Should a stranger enter their homeland and ask, “Where are you from?” the reply was always,
“We are Nee-mee-poo, The People who live here in this place.”

4 It was a time of Lawtiwa-mah-ton—a time of being friends together—when The People came for
this last chance to enjoy being together before the Cold Moons kept them close to their fires. The
visiting and trading, the foot racing and horse racing, and the gambling and stick games would be
remembered and talked about long after they had forgotten the drudgery of digging and roasting
camas, picking berries, or drying meat and fish. Lawtiwa-mah-ton! It was good to be
friends together.

5 As was their custom since wahk-kee-ma, a time far back beyond the memory of man, they set up
their camps in the same locations their parents and grandparents had occupied before them. Red
Bear’s people, from Kamiah, made their camp near the trail that came out of the mountains.
Their neighbors in Kamiah Valley, The People from Tee-e-lap-a-lo, had their camp close by. Across
the wide meadow, by the great roasting pits, the camps of the Te-wap-poo and Ask-kah-poo were
located. The tepees and ish-nash, brush shelters, of other groups nestled in their accustomed
areas in and among the pines in such humbers that they encircled the entire meadow land.

6 Red Bear’s people had traveled all summer with neighboring bands, gathering and preparing
roots, picking and drying berries, drying and smoking meat and fish for their winter food supply.
Now they were at the Oyaip camp. The women worked hard to dig and cure as many bags of
roots as they could during the warm, sunny days, for the sharp night air brought warnings that
WARM was going and COLD was coming.

7 Everyone helped in some way. Most of the men fished or hunted for meat. While many of the
women dug and roasted camas, other women and older children picked and dried berries.

8 And the younger children played. They played at hunting. They played with the babies. They
played with their horses and puppies. They learned how to live through their play.

9 This sun, happiness, peace, and quiet blessed the Red Bear camp. All were busy with their daily
tasks, until sudden cries came from the children playing by the trail.

lcamas: a wild, edible plant
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10 “People coming! People coming! People coming on the trail from the high mountains!” they called
as they ran to their elders, who looked sharply at the figures of approaching horsemen.

11 Were they friends or enemies? Did they bring good news or bad?
12 “Who can it be? What brings them here?” were the questions in every mind.

13 “Could they be the four hunters who had gone to Buffalo Country two summers past? Would they
have news of the families who had gone long ago to Buffalo Country and never returned?”

14 It was customary for a hunting party to be gone for more than one season.

15 “Looks like hunters,” the older men agreed. “Looks like they had good hunting. Maybe our four
hunters. [They have] been gone many moons.”

16 “Looks like five people—not four,” others observed.

17 Excitement grew as the riders came close enough to be recognized.

18 “A-a-a-a-a, they are our four hunters! But who is the fifth person?” they asked.

19 “Looks like a woman. Who is she?”

20 The hunters rode up to the welcoming crowd, proud to show off the loads of meat, hides, and
other trophies of their hunt. They paraded around the encampment for all to see how strong their
Hunting Power had been—what great hunters they, themselves, were.

21 Red Bear’s people rejoiced at their hunters’ success. Good hunters brought good to everybody.
The meat meant plenty of food and the hides meant soft-tanned robes to give comfort through
the Cold Moons. But it was the sight of the frail figure of the woman that aroused their curiosity.

Who was she? Where had she come from? . . .

22 “Belongs to Red Bear people. Gone then come back,” the hunters said, as they dismounted and
unloaded their packs. . . .

23 Now they could see! She was the daughter of the family gone so long ago! The girl-child who had
left came back now—a grown woman.

24 “Wat-ku-ese!” the women cried. “Gone-from-Home-then-Come-Back. Wat-ku-ese!” And
Wat-ku-ese was her name from that time on.

25 Gentle arms lifted Wat-ku-ese from her horse. The women brought her food and made a place for
her to rest. For many suns they cared for her until she became stronger.

26 One evening Wat-ku-ese told her story for all to hear.

Fromm DO THEM NO HARM!: Lewis and Clark Among the Nez Perce by Zoa L. Swayne. Published by Caxton
Press. Copyright © 1990 by Zoa L. Swayne Orofino, Idaho and Legacy House, Inc. Orofino, Idaho. All
rights reserved.
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27. Paragraph 1 contributes to the setting of the excerpt by establishing that

A. the story’s location is a plentiful place that allows The People to enjoy a comfortable
gathering.

B. the events in the story occurred in the past and are being remembered by The People.

C. the camp in the story is changing and that the changes are causing problems for
The People.

D. the story’s plot begins as The People are observing their land and what it offers them.

28. In paragraphs 4 and 6, the beginning of the change in seasons affects the characters mainly by

causing them to collect their bounty and feel eager to celebrate before it becomes cold.
making them want to rest and relax before the challenging work of the harvest begins.
forcing them to give up leisure time to prepare their camp for the coming winter.

. allowing them to trade the goods they have prepared during the warm months.

T omm

29. How do paragraphs 7 and 9 convey a central idea of the excerpt?

A. by explaining that The People often explore different areas, which shows the value of trying
new things

B. by revealing that The People must complete many tasks, which shows the necessity of
being organized

C. by suggesting that The People are influenced by the weather, which shows their close
relationship with nature

D. by demonstrating that The People work together, which shows the importance of
contributing to the community

30. In paragraph 8, the author repeats the word “played” most likely to

emphasize how much the adults enjoy observing the children.

show how everyone finds a way to enjoy being at the gathering.

indicate the variety of activities available at the gathering.

characterize the manner in which the children master the work of adults.

T omm
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31. How do paragraphs 11-13 affect the plot of the excerpt?

A. They establish a feeling of mystery by presenting different points of view about the
arriving people.

B. They contribute to the rising action by developing the idea that the arriving people could
present a problem.

C. They lead to a turning point by describing the moment that the crowd realizes why the
strangers have come.

D. They explain the cause of the main conflict by providing background information about
the strangers.

32. In paragraph 20, the phrases “trophies of their hunt” and “paraded around” affect the
paragraph by

suggesting that the hunters are rewarded for their leadership.

emphasizing that The People are dependent on the hunters for food.
revealing that the hunters are pleased with their success.

indicating that The People have gathered specifically to welcome the hunters.

Tomm

33. Which quotation from the excerpt best supports the idea that The People feel a connection to

members of their group in spite of distance?

A. “As was their custom since wahk-kee-ma, a time far back beyond the memory of man, they
set up their camps in the same locations their parents and grandparents had occupied
before them.” (paragraph 5)

B. “ ‘Would they have news of the families who had gone long ago to Buffalo Country and
never returned?’ ” (paragraph 13)

C. “ 'Looks like hunters,” the older men agreed. ‘Looks like they had good hunting.
(paragraph 15)

D. “But it was the sight of the frail figure of the woman that aroused their curiosity.”
(paragraph 21)

o
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34. Read these sentences from paragraph 22.

“Belongs to Red Bear people. Gone then come back.”

How does this statement affect the villagers in the excerpt?

Tomm

It increases their concern about why the woman is in their camp.

It makes them hopeful that more lost members will return before the winter.

It causes shock, leading them to grieve for the loss of the woman and her family.

It inspires amazement, making them want to reconnect with their returned family member.

35. The details in paragraph 5 about the locations of the camps and the details in

paragraphs 23-24 about the reaction to the woman convey a theme of the excerpt by

A.

B
C.
D

FORM A

revealing the difficulties posed by moving often each year.

. showing the connectedness among The People through the years.

indicating the value to The People of retelling stories about the past.

. demonstrating the importance of choosing appropriate names.
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Using Fire to Keep a Prairie Healthy

1 Inside the 40,000-acre Joseph H. Williams Tallgrass Prairie Preserve in northern Oklahoma, herds
of bison roam on the scenic land that is home to hundreds of different species of plants and
animals. While one of the greatest threats to the prairie is wildfire, the use of controlled fires is
actually an effective way to protect this idyllic landscape.

2 Fires that are started by lightning or other natural circumstances are inevitable, and the results
can be disastrous. However, hundreds of years ago the American Indian people who inhabited the
Great Plains area between Minnesota and Texas realized that these fires could also be helpful.
The bison in the area seemed to prefer grazing on tender new grass on the recently burned land
rather than on grass in the unburned areas. The American Indian people began to deliberately
burn areas of land for bison to graze on, which enticed the herds away from the people’s crops.

3 Today conservationists at the Tallgrass Prairie Preserve and farmers in the Great Plains continue
to use controlled burns for land management. Intentionally burning a portion of land can
dramatically improve the quality of the vegetation that regrows there. The fires burn away weedy
undergrowth and help limit the overcrowding of shrubs and trees in the burn area, creating less
competition for water and nutrients. Additionally, the process of burning excess plant matter adds
nitrogen, an essential element for plant growth, to the soil.

4 One common target of controlled burns at the preserve and the surrounding area is the invasive
red cedar tree. A single red cedar tree can consume up to 40 gallons of water per day, taking this
vital resource away from other plant life. These tall trees also cast shade that prevents sunlight
from reaching the plants beneath them. The fast-growing red cedar trees tend to crowd out
prairie grasses, the primary food source for wild and domestic animals that make the prairie their
home. An imbalance in one component of the prairie’s ecosystem affects the entire web of life.
Controlled burns help maintain this ecosystem’s delicate balance.

5 Of course, these controlled fires are intended to burn only a portion of an area. A total burn,
which is a risk with an uncontrolled wildfire, would destroy all wildlife as well as the crops farmers
plant for income. The key to using controlled fires is knowing which areas of land to burn and
when. Conservation experts at the preserve employ the “patch-burn” approach, meaning they
rotate which portion of land is burned each year. They study the land to find out which areas
would most benefit from being burned, and then they arrange about a dozen burns over one-third
of the land. This patch burning contains the fire within a specific area and allows animals in the
burn area to safely relocate. The following year, conservationists will burn a different section of
the preserve, while the land burned the previous year regrows healthier than before.

6 Researchers have tracked and studied the variety of plant species and animals that live on the
preserve, and their studies show that the patch-burn approach has restored biodiversity to the
area by promoting the growth of species that were at risk of being crowded out. The patch-burn
system is so successful that the conservationists at the preserve provide training to prairie
farmers about conducting controlled burns on their own land. Burning land to make it healthy
may seem counterintuitive, but strategic controlled fires have helped the prairie sustain life for
hundreds of years and, with careful management, will continue to do so.
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OVERVIEW OF THE PATCH-BURN METHOD

By using a patch-burn method, conservationists and farmers can reduce the risk of
unintentional fires and control where grazing animals, such as bison, roam.

Recently Burned Area

The unburned area is overrun with weeds and has the greatest risk of catching fire.

The previously burned area is cleared of weeds, and young trees and crops grow freely and
thrive.

The recently burned area has been cleared of all plants. Bison prefer to eat the fresh grass that
will begin to grow in the recently burned area, and they will generally remain in that area until
newer, fresher grass is available elsewhere.

36. According to the passage, how did fires started by natural causes prompt American Indians to

begin practicing controlled burns?

E.
F.

FORM A

by drawing animals in to the area to feed on the new growth sprouting from the burned land

by destroying tall trees and reducing the shade that had hindered the growth of
planted crops

. by burning off excess vegetation and increasing the availability of nutrients for the

remaining plants

. by causing changes to the bison’s migration habits as bison herds fled from the wildfires on

the prairie
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37. Targeting red cedar trees in controlled burns affects the animals that live on the

prairie mostly by

A.

ensuring that the animals’ main food source has the conditions needed for it to thrive.

B. endangering the animals that live near the trees scheduled for removal.
C.
D. reducing the animals’ natural source of shade and protection from the elements.

making sure that the water supply for the animals is sufficient.

38. Read this sentence from paragraph 6.

The patch-burn system is so successful that the conservationists at the preserve
provide training to prairie farmers about conducting controlled burns on
their own land.

The author includes this sentence to show that

Tomm

the conservationists are better qualified to lead preservation efforts than farmers are.
the conservationists are eager to involve others in the preservation of the prairie.
the conservationists’ efforts will restore the original beauty and biodiversity of the region.

the conservationists’ training program should serve as a model for other conservation
organizations.

39. Which details from the passage best convey the central idea that using the patch-burn method

is an effective way to protect and manage prairie land?

A.

FORM A

the explanation that conservationists use the alternating burn pattern of the patch-burn
method in order to allow the animals in the area to avoid the fire

the information that conservationists evaluate which land would most benefit from a
controlled burn before applying the patch-burn method

. the information that conservationists have determined that the patch-burn method has

promoted the growth of species that were at risk of being crowded out

the explanation that conservationists are able to control the fire in the patch-burn method
by arranging separate burns across the designated portion of land
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40. Which sentence supports the idea that farmers and people who manage land may be concerned

about using fire as a way to benefit the land?

“While one of the greatest threats to the prairie is wildfire, the use of controlled fires is
actually an effective way to protect this idyllic landscape.” (paragraph 1)

“The American Indian people began to deliberately burn areas of land for bison to graze on,
which enticed the herds away from the people’s crops.” (paragraph 2)

. “This patch burning contains the fire within a specific area and allows animals in the burn

area to safely relocate.” (paragraph 5)

. “The following year, conservationists will burn a different section of the preserve, while the

land burned the previous year regrows healthier than before.” (paragraph 5)

41. Read this sentence from paragraph 6.

Burning land to make it healthy may seem counterintuitive, but strategic
controlled fires have helped the prairie sustain life for hundreds of years and, with
careful management, will continue to do so.

The words “counterintuitive” and “strategic” in the sentence convey the idea that

Cow

FORM A

the safest methods are sometimes the least effective at solving complex challenges.
thorough investigation of uncommon methodologies can lead to beneficial results.
detailed planning can ensure that a potentially destructive action has a positive impact.
plans that entail a certain amount of risk almost always result in success.
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42. With which statement would the author most likely agree?

E. It is important to explain the purposes and the risks of controlled burns to the people living
near a proposed burn area.

F. It is necessary to thoroughly examine a particular region in order to plan and execute a
successful controlled burn.

G. Monitoring animals’ reactions after a controlled burn on the prairie is a minor part of
scientists’ research.

H. Conservationists should consider the helpful aspects of invasive species before executing a
controlled burn.

43. How do the diagram and its text provide additional support for the topic presented in

the passage?

A. by depicting how the landscape in a given area changes as the patch-burn method is applied
B. by indicating that patch-burn fires are best suited for use in areas with certain features

C. by revealing that the patch-burn method is used primarily on uninhabited areas of land
D

. by comparing the size of the area burned by the patch-burn method with that of
unburned areas
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Ellen, the narrator, is preparing to leave her parents and the family farm for college the next day.

Excerpt from Winter Wheat

by Mildred Walker

1 I love Dad’s way of talking that makes him seem different from other ranchers. He’s lived here
twenty-three years, but he still says “back East where I come from.” He's the one who gets
excited when I do about spring coming or a serial! running in the magazine we’re both reading,
but it’s what Mom says that I depend on. When Mom used to say “Don’t worry” about my pet
chicken or dog or new calf, it always got well. Dad is always talking of going some place, not now,
but next year, maybe. Mom seems to think of nothing farther away than today or perhaps
yesterday or tomorrow morning.

2 Mom folded the ironing board and put it inside their bedroom that was just off the kitchen. She
carried in the freshly ironed clothes. Dad went back to his paper. When Mom came back she took
beans from the cupboard to soak for tomorrow. Dad always said Mom could make all the dishes
he’d had back in Vermont as well as though she were a New Englander herself, instead of a
Russian. All of a sudden, I realized that tomorrow when those beans would be ready to eat I'd be
going away. It gave me a funny feeling.

3 “I'll be taking the train tomorrow night,” I said aloud, more to hear it myself.
4 “We can drive you into town in the afternoon,” Dad said, dropping his paper on the floor.

5 “There’s no need to go to town; she can catch the train at Gotham just as well. We haven’t
nothing to take us into town for,” Mom said.

6 “Well, we don’t have to decide tonight,” Dad said, but I knew he wanted to go into Clark City. It
wouldn’t be so flat as just seeing me go off on the train from Gotham. My going away was hard
on both of them; they were so different—and I was part of them both. It made me uncomfortable
to think of leaving them.

7 While I was getting ready for bed in my room that’s off the front room, I saw how it would be if I
left from town. We’d go in right after dinner and go around to the stores, Dad going one way and
Mom and I another. Dad would probably have his hair cut at the barbershop and stop in the bank
and meet someone he knew to talk to. Then we’d meet at the big store on the corner and go to
the cafeteria for supper. The train stops ten minutes or so at the station in town and there are
other people and excitement and you have time to wave from the platform and then again from
your window by your seat. We went to the station in Clark City to see the Goodals off when they
went back to Iowa.

8 If I left from Gotham, we’d just drive down in the truck and wait till the train came. It only stops
long enough for you to get on and you hardly have time to taste the flavor of going away.

1serial: story published in short segments at regular intervals
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9 I sat on the bed in my pyjamas with my arms around my knees. I couldn’t keep from thinking of
that time Dad went back East. I tried to, and then I just sat still and looked straight at it.
Sometimes that’s better than working so hard to keep from looking at what'’s in your mind.

10 Dad went all the way back to Vermont. . . . It was in November and it was already dark when the
train came through Gotham. Even now, I could feel how cold and dark it was. I held Mom’s hand.
Dad was so dressed-up he seemed strange. . . . We stood there without saying anything until Dad
told Mom to remember to call Mr. Bardich, our neighbor, if the cow didn’t calve tomorrow.

11 “I'll manage,” Mom snapped back.
12 “I wish you could go, Anna,” Dad said to Mom, “and we could take Ellen.” . . .

13 “Good-by, Anna Petrovna,” he said, looking at Mom. I had never heard him call her by two
names before.

14 “Good-by,” Mom said, standing still, without smiling.

15 Then he was gone and the crossroads were darker than ever. The train light shone on the high
window in the top of the grain elevator for a moment and then that too was dark. We got into our
old Ford and Mom drove back to the house. My throat ached all the way. The name Dad had
called Mom kept saying itself in my ears: “Anna Petrovna, Anna Petrovna.” . . .

16 Our house seemed lonely when we came back to it. It seemed to be hiding under the coulee.? I
went with Mom to put the truck in the barn that was bigger than the house. I think Mom was
prouder of our barn than the house, anyway. We walked back to look at the cow that was going
to calve. She was just a big light blob in the dark, waiting. I had thought she was exciting this
morning, but now she seemed sad, too.

17 The wind blew when we walked across the open space to the house and I couldn’t help shivering
with the cold. Inside the house it was warm, but empty.

18 “Bring your nightgown in here and I heat you some milk,” Mom said.

19 I drank the milk sitting on a stool in front of the stove. It tasted good, but the lonely ache in my
throat was still there. I picked up my clothes and hung them neatly behind the stove and put my
cup on the sink board. Mom was fixing oatmeal for tomorrow morning.

20 “Good night, Mom,” I said almost timidly, standing beside her. She seemed wrapped around in a
kind of strangeness. Then she turned around and drew me to her. The front of her dress was
warm from the stove. I felt the comfortable heat through my gown. She laid her hand against my
face and it felt rough and hard but firm. I dared ask her something I wanted to know.

21 “Mom, was that really your name—what Dad called you?”

22 Her voice sounded surprised. “Why, Yeléna, you know that; Anna Petrovna. You know I am born
in Russia, in Seletskoe.”

2coulee: small gulch or ravine
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23 “Yes, but I didn’t know your other name,” I said.

24 “Anna Petrovna Webb.” She pronounced it slowly. “Once I think what a funny name Ben Webb
is!” She laughed. Her laugh was warm and low like our kitchen, and comfortable. The house
seemed natural and right again. . . .

25 But now that I am grown, I feel the wall of strangeness between them, more than when I was a
child. I wondered how they would get along without me.

From WINTER WHEAT by Mildred Walker, published by University of Nebraska Press. Copyright © 1944 by
Harcourt, Brace and Company, Inc. Copyright renewed 1971 by Mildred Walker. All rights reserved.

44. Read these sentences from paragraph 2.

Dad always said Mom could make all the dishes he’'d had back in Vermont as well
as though she were a New Englander herself, instead of a Russian. All of a
sudden, I realized that tomorrow when those beans would be ready to eat I'd be
going away. It gave me a funny feeling.

The sentences help develop a theme of the excerpt by

suggesting that life presents people with many challenges.
implying that the stress of major life events can cause confusion.
demonstrating that moving on from the familiar is a common human experience.

T omm

emphasizing the idea that people can easily learn the routines of being part of a
new culture.

45. Read this sentence from paragraph 3.
“I'll be taking the train tomorrow night,” I said aloud, more to hear it myself.
This remark contributes to the conflict in the excerpt by

A. revealing Dad’s reasons for wanting to drive to the city.
causing tension between Mom and Dad.

leading Ellen to distance herself from both Mom and Dad.
showing Mom'’s reluctance to plan that far in advance.

Pow
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46. Read this sentence from paragraph 9.

I tried to, and then I just sat still and looked straight at it.

How does the phrase “looked straight at it” contribute to the meaning of the excerpt?

Tomm

It shows that Ellen is willing to deal with a problem directly instead of ignoring it.
It suggests that Ellen studies all parts of an issue and not just its surface.

It illustrates that Ellen examines both sides of an argument.

It implies that Ellen is eager to seek wisdom from past experiences.

47. The words “cold” and “dark” affect the tone in paragraph 10 by

Cow

highlighting the feeling of unpredictability among the family members.
showing the feelings of anger and resentment Ellen directs toward her parents.
exaggerating the feeling of regret Dad experiences when leaving his family.
emphasizing the feelings of separation and loss that Ellen feels.

48. Which sentence from the excerpt provides evidence that Ellen has a lot in common with

her father?

FORM A

“He’s the one who gets excited when I do about spring coming or a serial running in the
magazine we're both reading. . . .” (paragraph 1)

“ “We can drive you into town in the afternoon,” Dad said, dropping his paper on the floor.”
(paragraph 4)

. “'Well, we don’t have to decide tonight,” Dad said, but I knew he wanted to go into Clark

City.” (paragraph 6)

. “I wondered how they would get along without me.” (paragraph 25)
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49. Read these sentences from the excerpt.

Mom seems to think of nothing farther away than today or perhaps yesterday or
tomorrow morning. (paragraph 1)

Mom was fixing oatmeal for tomorrow morning. (paragraph 19)

The sentences help develop a central idea of the excerpt by

A.

suggesting that practical people focus on current needs rather than worrying about
the future.

showing that parents tend to consider the needs of their children before thinking of
themselves.

revealing that it is sometimes important to plan ahead.
illustrating that dreaming about the future is a waste of time.

50. The flashback in paragraphs 10-24 affects the plot by

o

showing that the departure of one member of the family makes extra work for those left
on the farm.

showing that the bond within the family persists even when its members are apart.
explaining why Ellen fears that leaving her parents will be too difficult.

. illustrating the close connection Ellen has with both of her parents.

51. Which sentence from the excerpt provides evidence that Mom wants Ellen to understand the

family’s heritage?

A.

FORM A

"

“Mom folded the ironing board and put it inside their bedroom that was just off the kitchen.
(paragraph 2)

“ ‘There’s no need to go to town; she can catch the train at Gotham just as well.” ”
(paragraph 5)

. “We’d go in right after dinner and go around to the stores, Dad going one way and Mom and

I another.” (paragraph 7)
“ ‘Why, Yeléna, you know that; Anna Petrovna.

rnmn

(paragraph 22)
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Wolves of the Sea

1 The cool and misty landscape of the Great Bear Rainforest can be found along the coast of British
Columbia, Canada, and its nearby islands, from Vancouver Island to the Alaskan border. Within
this protected area, wolves roam the forests, islands, and beaches. When biologist Chris Darimont
began to study these wolves, he wanted to confer with local First Nations groups, as aboriginal
Canadians are known, in order to learn what they knew about these wolves. He spoke with
Chester Starr, an elder of the Heiltsuk Nation that has occupied the Great Bear Rainforest for
thousands of years. What Starr had to say about the wolves changed Darimont’s perception of
the animals.

2 Starr asked Darimont which wolves he and his team were going to study—the timber wolves
(mainland wolves) or the coastal wolves on the islands. The question took Darimont by surprise.
Biologists had always believed that the wolves that are sometimes spotted swimming between
islands and eating salmon are the same wolves that live on the mainland. Darimont was intrigued
by Starr’s classification of the wolves as two different groups. At first, he was hesitant to accept
the idea. The distances between the mainland and the islands are small, less than a mile. Why
would the wolves on the islands be any different from the wolves on the mainland? To find out,
Darimont and his research team studied the wolves on the islands and in the densely forested
territory of the Great Bear Rainforest for ten years.

3 Throughout the study, Darimont recorded several significant, observable differences between the
“sea wolves,” as they are nicknamed, and the mainland wolves. Compared with the mainland
wolves, the sea wolves are smaller in size and are strong swimmers. In 1996 sea wolves were
spotted on an island nearly eight miles from any other land formation. While mainland wolves
almost exclusively eat meat, such as deer and elk, and teach their young to hunt for land
animals, sea wolves get as much as 90 percent of their nutrition from the sea and teach their
young to dig for clams and to catch fish. Sea wolves regularly swim between islands and have
been known to sneak up on a seal sunning itself on a rock and make a leaping attack from the
water. Some salmon-eating mainland wolves come and go from the islands with the fish-
spawning season, but the sea wolves are full-time island residents. Darimont suspects that some
sea wolves live their entire life on the islands.

4 The sea wolves displayed not only physical and behavioral differences but also genetic variations
from the mainland wolves. After collecting and analyzing the DNA in 800 samples of gray fur and
wolf waste, researchers could produce hard biological evidence that sea wolves had genetic
markers that made them distinct from the mainland wolves. A genetic marker is a variation in a
DNA sequence that can be used to identify individuals or a species because it is passed down to
offspring. Darimont hypothesizes that a change in habitat led to the eventual genetic differences
between sea wolves and mainland wolves. Many years ago, loss of habitat and food sources
forced some mainland wolves out to the islands. They learned to eat everything from kelp and
fish eggs to the remains of sea creatures that washed up on the beach. Wolves living on the
islands and mainland wolves became more isolated and rarely mated with each other. Over time
the two types of wolves became more distinct.

5 It turned out that Chester Starr was right all along. “It sounded totally bizarre at first,” admits

Darimont, “that there could be two versions of the species.” But he now realizes that this
skepticism “definitely reflected my ignorance of indigenous knowledge at the time.” Learning to
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trust the wisdom of the Heiltsuk people opened Darimont up to knowledge accumulated over
millennia and positioned him so that he could gather new scientific evidence about one of British
Columbia’s most elusive species, the sea wolf.

52. The details in paragraph 1 contribute to a central idea of the passage by showing that Darimont

E. believed the Great Bear Rainforest was an ideal location to study wolves in their natural
habitat because it is a protected area.

F. values different perspectives, because the information that Starr provided influenced the
focus of Darimont’s research.

G. thought the Great Bear Rainforest would provide opportunities to study different groups of
wolves because the area includes forests and islands.

H. understands the importance of respecting local community members, because Darimont
sought permission from an elder of the Heiltsuk Nation before starting his research.

53. Why does the author include details about the conversation between Starr and Darimont in

paragraph 27?

A. to explain why Starr had closely observed the relationship between the two groups of
wolves Darimont wanted to study

B. to show that Darimont w