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We choose to use person-first language when talking about students with disabilities at a higher level
so that we don't separate them from other students. We want to treat everyone equally and not make
anyone feel different because of their disabilities. Remember, having a disability does not mean there is
anything wrong with a person. When speaking about students with specific disabilities for whom we
know identity first language is often preferred (e.g., autistic students and deaf students) we will use
identity first language.
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Chinese is read as “loss of hearing ability”, so the explanation doesn’t apply to Chinese at all)
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education” to describe curriculum, not the students who receive it. (it’s not true in Chinese translation.
The way how we translate “General Education Students” in Chinese implies that the student is receiving
General Education.
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The inclusive services program is not a core part of who a student is, it is a service that
they get. Therefore, it is important to put “students” first. (It’s all about English
which doesn’t apply to Chinese at all)
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This Cerebral Palsy org article specifically explains why we shouldn't say "special education students." (same reason explained above, person-first
language)
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This information from the National Association of The Deaf talks about the importance of community and culture for Deaf people. It explains that
being Deaf is not something that needs to be fixed or cured, as an "impairment" suggests. Instead, being Deaf is seen as something to be proud
of, an important part of who they are. It is a way to connect with others who are Deaf and share a special culture. (Culture difference. It doesn’t
apply to Chinese community)
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The Autistic Self Advocacy Network says that using person first language in this situation can make it seem like autism is something that needs to
be cured and taken away from a person's identity. But many people see autism as a part of who they are and something they are proud of. It is
not something separate from them. It is a way for them to connect with others and be part of a special culture. (Culture difference. It doesn’t
apply to Chinese community)
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https://www.usatoday.com/story/life/health-wellness/2021/06/11/disabled-not-special-needs-experts-explain-why-never-use-term/7591024002/
https://askearn.org/page/people-first-language
https://www.cerebralpalsy.org/information/disability/etiquette
https://www.nad.org/resources/american-sign-language/community-and-culture-frequently-asked-questions/
https://autisticadvocacy.org/about-asan/identity-first-language/
https://www.nih.gov/nih-style-guide/disabilities#:%7E:text=instead%20of%20normal.-,Person%20who%20uses%20a%20wheelchair%20vs.%20wheelchair%20bound,-Use%20person%20who
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https://www.guildhumanservices.org/blog/ask-expert-nonspeaking-vs-nonverbal-and-why-language-matters
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https://www.ncbi.nlm.nih.gov/pmc/articles/PMC5256467/
https://sites.ed.gov/idea/regs/b/b/300.114
https://ny.chalkbeat.org/2021/8/30/22639411/ny-special-education-emotionally-disturbed
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