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FOUR YEAR GRADUATION RATE RISES AS DROPOUT RATE FALLS
NY STATE CALCULATION METHOD
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The percentage of students graduating from NYC schools climbed 3.6 points between 2007 and 2008 

and 9.9 points between 2005 and 2008. The dropout rate decreased by 2.3 points between 2007 and 

2008 and by 8.5 points between 2005 and 2008.

Class of ’05

(01 Cohort)

Class of ’06

(02 Cohort)

Class of ’07

(03 Cohort)

Class of ’08

(04 Cohort)

Class of ’08

(04 Cohort)

60.7

NYS 4-Year Rate NYS 4-Year Rate w/ August

2005-2008 
(Excludes August 

Graduates)

+ 21%

2005-2008 

- 39%

Note: The NYS calculation, used since 2005, includes Local and Regents Diplomas and all disabled students. It does not include GEDs and Special Education 

diplomas. The New York State Department of Education updated data for earlier cohorts since last year’s release.  Data for these cohorts may be different than 

previously reported.
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AFTER REMAINING NEARLY FLAT FOR 16 YEARS, NYC’S GRADUATION 
RATE HAS INCREASED BY 29% SINCE 2002                                                       

NYC CALCULATION METHOD 
(includes August Graduates, Local and Regents Diplomas, GEDs, and Special Education diplomas)

Percent of Students in a Cohort Graduating from High School in 4 Years

Class of

Note: NYC traditional calculation includes Local and Regents Diplomas, GEDs, Special Education diplomas, and August graduates. It does not include disabled students in self-

contained classrooms or District 75 students. The NYS calculation, used since 2005, includes Local and Regents Diplomas and all disabled students. It does not include GEDs 

and Special Education diplomas. 
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White Students

2005 2006   2007   2008

Asian Students Hispanic Students Black Students

SINCE 2005, BLACK-WHITE ACHIEVEMENT GAP HAS NARROWED BY 16%, 

HISPANIC-WHITE GAP HAS NARROWED BY 14%
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Class of ’07
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Note: The NYS calculation, used since 2005, includes Local and Regents Diplomas and all disabled students. It does not include GEDs or 

Special Education diplomas. *In 2007, NYS included August graduates in its calculations for the first time. 

NYS 4-Year Rate NYS 4-Year Rate w/ August

NYC’S GRADUATION RATE
NY STATE CALCULATION METHOD

Percent of Students in a Cohort Graduating from High School in 4 Years

Class of ’08

(2004 Cohort)

2005-2008 (excluding August graduates): + 9.9 pts. (21%)

2007-2008 (excluding August graduates): + 3.6 pts. (7%)
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5- AND 6-YEAR GRADUATION RATES HAVE ALSO INCREASED
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MORE STUDENTS ARE EARNING REGENTS AND ADVANCED REGENTS 

DIPLOMAS AFTER FOUR YEARS
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Advanced Regents Diploma

All Regents 

= 30.0

All Regents 

= 33.7

All Regents 

= 37.1
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Note: Does not include August graduates.  

Percent of Students in a Cohort Graduating from High School in 4 Years
(excluding August graduates)

All Regents 

= 40.9

56.4
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FOUR YEAR GRADUATION RATE RISES AS DROPOUT RATE FALLS
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MORE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES EARN REGENTS DIPLOMAS
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Note: Does not include August graduates.  
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English Language Learners
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FOUR YEAR GRADUATION RATE RISES AS DROPOUT RATE FALLS
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MORE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES EARN REGENTS DIPLOMAS

Note: Does not include August graduates.  
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Percent of Students in a Cohort Graduating from High School in 4 Years
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5- AND 6-YEAR GRADUATION RATES HAVE ALSO INCREASED
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FOUR YEAR GRADUATION RATE RISES AS DROPOUT RATE FALLS
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MORE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES EARN REGENTS DIPLOMAS

Note: Does not include August graduates.  
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Percent of Students in a Cohort Graduating from High School in 4 Years
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FOUR YEAR GRADUATION RATE RISES AS DROPOUT RATE FALLS
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MORE HIGH SCHOOL GRADUATES EARN REGENTS DIPLOMAS

Note: Does not include August graduates.  
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