Grade 4- Unit 2- Module B
Interactions of Culture, Nature and Ways of Life
	Anchor Text: Supporting Texts:
	The Birchbark House 930L
Social Studies Explorer The Midwest (PAGES 4-10,15–23 ONLY) 970L
“Northwest Coast Peoples” from Kids Discover, December 2007 by Lois Markham [970L]

	Skills Highlighted
	MAIN IDEA, EXPLAIN/ANALYZE EVENTS, COMPARE & CONTRAST

	Goals
	· Readers will compare and contrast texts to analyze ideas.
· Writers will use text-based evidence to write a compare and contrast essay.
· Learners will explore how interactions among communities impact the culture and ways of life of people.

	Enduring Understandings
	· Readers understand that comparing and contrasting texts builds knowledge.
· Writers understand that they can draw evidence from literary text and informational text to support analysis, reflection and research.
· Learners understand the impact of communities on one another.

	Essential Questions
	Readers: How do readers compare and contrast topics?

Writers: How does a writer use evidence to support ideas of compare and contrast in an essay?

	Measure of Student Learning
	1. Students will examine how life in the home is explained in both Birchbark House and Northwest Coast Peoples and explain which text did a better job of writing about this subject. Students should include reasons that are supported by facts and details.

2. Students will cite quotes from the Birchbark House in a brief “radio interview” acting as a person who lived at that time. The interview should persuade listeners on why s/he acted the way s/he did.

3. Students will write a book review of Erdrich's text for the class blog. They should include whether they would recommend the book to others and explain why.

	Performance Based Assessment
	Task: Compare-and-Contrast Essay
Students will write an opinion piece that examines a topic and expresses an opinion clearly. Students will examine daily life in the cultures of the Ojibwa from The Birchbark House and the people of the Northwest Coast from Northwest Coast Peoples and explain which book did a better job of writing about Native American life.
Students will:
● Introduce a topic, stating an opinion.
● Use specific evidence from Birchbark House and Northwest Coast Peoples to support their opinion.
● Write a conclusion that summarizes their opinion.
● Develop the topic with facts, definitions, concrete details, quotations, or other information and examples related to the topic.
● Link ideas within categories of information using words and phrases (e.g., for instance, in order to, in addition).
● Provide a concluding statement or section related to the opinion presented. 


	Standards
	RI.4.2. Determine the main idea of a text and explain how it is supported by key details; summarize the text.
RI.4.3 Explain events, procedures, ideas or concepts in a historical, scientific or technical text, including what happened and why, based on specific information from the text.
RL.4.9 Compare and Contrast the treatment of similar themes and topics and patterns of event in stories, myths and traditional literature from different cultures.
W.4.1 Write opinion pieces on topics or texts, supporting a point of view with reasons and information.
W.4.4 Produce clear and coherent writing in which the development and organization are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience.
W4.9 Draw evidence from literary or informational texts to support analysis, reflection, and research.
a Apply grade 4 Reading standards to literature (e.g., “Describe in depth a character, setting, or event in a story or drama, drawing on specific details in the text [e.g., a
character’s thoughts, words, or actions].”).
b Apply grade 4 Reading standards to informational texts (e.g., “Explain how an author uses reasons and evidence to support particular points in a text”).
SL.4.1 Engage effectively in a range of collaborative discussions (one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) with diverse partners on grade 4 topics and texts, building on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly.
SL.4.2 Summarize a written text read aloud or information presented in diverse media and formats, including visually, quantitatively, and orally.
SL.4.4 Report on a topic, tell a story or recount an experience in an organized manner, using appropriate facts and relevant, descriptive details to support main ideas or themes; speak clearly at an understandable pace.

	Teacher’s Notes
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