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More than 1,800 schools, some of 
them brand-new, are swinging open 
their doors for 1.1 million students 
next week. Those students—and their 
parents—will likely notice changes that 
will have a profound impact on their 
education. 

Elementary and middle schools 
are receiving over a million new 
curriculum textbooks and materials 
this fall. They will support the 
tougher Common Core standards 
that emphasize critical thinking and 
analytical writing.

Teachers will experience changes of 
their own. Advance, the City’s new 
system of evaluating and developing 
teachers, begins this school year. 
Principals will be observing more 
lessons and giving better feedback  
to help them improve. Students  
will benefit from more engaging 
instruction too.

“The changes we’re introducing this 
fall will have a lasting effect for years 
to come,” Schools Chancellor Dennis 
M. Walcott said. “Our new curriculum 
and teacher quality measures will bring 
schools to a higher standard. They’re 
designed to help students be successful 
once they graduate.”

SEPTEMBER 2013

The new year is special for other reasons 
as well. The school system is celebrating 
its 115th birthday, but in many ways 
it’s getting younger. Seventy-six schools 
are opening for the very first time next 
week. With these additions, more than 
35 percent of schools are now less than 
11 years old.

Since 2002, the Department of 
Education has replaced low-performing 
schools with over 650 new, small 
schools. They are one reason graduation 
rates have surged to record highs and 

the dropout rate has plunged to a 
record low.

The 76 new schools will serve 32,000 
students in every grade, from pre-
kindergarten on up. Entering high 
school students will get to choose from 
hundreds of schools that specialize in 
careers ranging from architecture to 
zoology. 

“Students deserve choices,” said 
Chancellor Walcott. “The old way of 
forcing students into one local, zoned 
school is a thing of the past.”

New School Year – 
And New Schools
Emphasis on Higher Standards and Quality Teaching

Students and Chancellor Walcott cut the ribbon for the new P.S. 133 building in Brooklyn
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Students in grades 3-8 are getting 
their Common Core state test 
results. What if my child’s scores 
are lower than in past years?

Don’t be alarmed. Many students didn’t 
perform as well as in past years because 
the new Common Core tests were 
harder. They focused on the skills your 
child will need to be successful in college 
and a career. These tests have a higher 
baseline because the old exams only 
measured basic skills.

We’ve been telling families for some 
time that scores would change this 
year. But I understand that hearing 
something and experiencing it first-hand 
are two different things. Talk to teachers 
and your principal about ways to help 
your child.

Many students may not reach the new, 
higher standards immediately. But this 
is a long-term effort, and I know our 
students can do it. 

How should I talk to my child 
about her test scores?

It’s important to let your child know 
she hasn’t disappointed you, and that 

Straight Talk from 
the Chancellor
Schools Chancellor Dennis M. Walcott 
responds to parents’ questions
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Why do you keep opening new 
schools? What was wrong with 
the old ones?

The vast majority of our schools are 
doing great work with students and have 
a strong track record. 

But each year, a very small number 
of schools do not perform up to the 
high standards students deserve. When 
schools fail to educate students year after 
year, it’s in our students’ best interest to 
take action. 

Our policy of transforming failing 
schools into new, small schools has 
delivered superb results. Last month, 
MDRC, a national research group, 
released a study of our small schools. It 
showed that students who attend new 
schools have graduation rates 10 points 
higher than their peers who don’t attend 
them. Graduation rates for African 
American male students in these schools 
were almost 14 points higher. It’s just 
the latest study to show that our new 
schools deliver. 

What else is new for this school 
year?

We’re focusing on preparing your child 
for college and 21st century jobs. 

New York City is introducing a new 
curriculum to support the Common 
Core standards and tougher state tests, 
which require students to read more 
difficult texts and solve complex math 
problems. Schools that serve grades K-8 
are receiving new teaching materials 
and books this fall to better prepare 
students for college and careers. We’re 
also creating extra tutoring for students 
during and after school.

At the same time, we’re rolling out a new 
teacher evaluation and development
system called Advance. Principals now 
have more in-depth, concrete 
expectations of great teaching and better 
guidelines to give teachers feedback so 
they know how to improve. This is a 
real game-changer for our teachers, who 
work incredibly hard and deserve more 
support.

you don’t want her to be disappointed 
in herself. Tell her that the tests were 
toughened in order to prepare her for 
future success, and remind her that 
test scores are only one measure of 
how she is doing in school. It’s equally 
important how she does on classwork, 
interacts with teachers and classmates, 
and overcomes challenges. Let her know 
that you and her teachers are there to 
support her.

Students who attend new schools 
have graduation rates 

10 points higher than their peers 
who don’t attend them. 

How will my child’s test scores 
affect his or her ability to get 
into middle or high school?

Schools that include test scores as 
part of their selection criteria will still 
continue to compare students to one 
another, not to last year’s test results. 
Since most students applying in 
September 2014 will have lower scores, 
all students are in the same boat. The 
change in test scores will not affect the 
number of students who are admitted 
and enroll at screened schools. 
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The Department of Education is opening 76 schools this  
year that offer new choices for students in every borough  
and grade level. Students can study a variety of subjects,  
like languages, emergency management, medicine, or how  
to be “green”. Below is a glimpse into four of this year’s  
newest schools.
 
Dos Puentes Elementary School
Grades Pre-k to 5 | Washington Heights, Manhattan (District 6)

Students learn both English and Spanish 
at this dual-language school that 
prepares them to be global citizens. 
Families are encouraged to get involved 
in the classroom through adult learning 
workshops. Even in elementary school, 

students learn about college and what it takes to get there.

The Maurice Sendak Community School
Grades Pre-k to 5 | Park Slope/Gowanus, Brooklyn (District 15)

The school’s learning focus is 
multicultural, so students have well-
rounded knowledge of people from 
around the world. The principal is a 
strong believer in a rich library, and 
all students are encouraged to read. 

This summer, families have been involved in fundraising and 
planning school projects. 

Hunters Point Community Middle School
Grades 6 to 8 | Hunters Point/Long Island City, 
Queens (District 30)

Only a stone’s throw away from the 
East River, students will explore 
the waterfront to learn about the 
environment and local life. There is a 
focus on hands-on learning, and young 
and curious learners will love the 

brand-new science labs. Students also meet in small groups to 
discuss important issues.

Energy Tech High School
Grades 9 to 14 | Long Island City, Queens (District 30)

Energy Tech provides students with a 
great outlet to a career in the energy 
industry. A partnership with Con Edison 
and National Grid offers students on-the-
job training and real-world experience. 
Students can earn an Associate Degree 
that prepares them for the challenges of 

a 21st century job market. 

Take Your Pick! Mon, SePT. 9
School Begins!

Early dismissal for 
non-District 75 

kindergarten students
Partial school time for 

pre-kindergarten 
public school students

Parents as Partners Week
October 5-12, 2013 Events in all five boroughs
This October, you are invited to attend events in all five 
boroughs about how to help your child succeed now and plan 
for future success. To learn more or to register for the event, 
visit NYC.gov and search for School Parents and Families 
or call 212-374-2323.

Students Receiving Special Education Services
Students entering kindergarten, 6th grade, or 9th grade who 
have Individualized Education Programs (IEPs) may attend 
their local community schools or apply to schools of their 
choice, just like students without IEPs.

The DOE is committed to holding all students and teachers 
to the highest standards. Students with disabilities will receive 
a rigorous education aligned to the Common Core standards 
and, to the greatest extent possible, will learn in the same 
classroom as students without disabilities. Teachers will have 
the necessary resources to prepare all students for college, 
careers, and independent living. 

If you have questions or concerns about your child’s 
education, please contact your child’s school. Visit NYC.gov 
and search for Special Education or call 311 to learn more.

Student Registration Centers
Student Registration Centers are available in every borough to 
help new students enroll in a public school (open 8:00 a.m.–
3:00 p.m., Monday–Friday until Sept. 18).

High School: All new students (including those with an 
Individualized Education Program or IEP) must register at 
one of the Registration Centers.

Elementary & Middle School: Students (including those 
with a NYC IEP) who have a zoned school may register 
at their school. Students who do not have a zoned school, 
or who have a non-NYC IEP, should visit a Registration 
Center. Students with more specialized needs may also visit a 
Committee on Special Education site.

Enrolled Students: If your child is already enrolled at a 
NYC public school, visit the school for help. For more 
information, visit NYC.gov and search for Student 
Registration Centers or call 311.

Tue, SePT. 10 
First full day for 
non-District 75 

kindergarten 
students

Partial school time 
for pre-kindergarten 
public school students

WeD, SePT. 11
First full day for 
pre-kindergarten 

public school 
students
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These kids have 
something great cooking. 
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The students at Food and Finance High School have 
a secret recipe for success: They go to a school they 
love. Your kids have the same opportunity.

The days when public high school kids were told 
what school to attend are long gone. Now your 
children have hundreds of choices. Whether it’s the 
arts, science, computer technology or even cooking, 
there’s a school to match virtually every interest and 
career goal.  

We’ve launched a full-scale modernization of the 
public school system. Since 2002, we’ve replaced 
large, failing schools with over 650 new, smaller 
schools and raised standards to make sure all our 
students have a shot at success when they graduate. 
The improvements have led to soaring graduation 
rates and plummeting dropout rates.

It’s never too early to plan for high school. To check out all of the options for your 
children, including Specialized High Schools, search NYC.gov for “High School.”

Your parents might not recognize today’s public 
schools. But it’s a whole new world out there, and 
we’re preparing our kids for it.

CHOOSE A HIGH SCHOOL

SEPT 11: Registration for Fall Specialized 
High School Admissions Test (SHSAT)

SEPT 28 & 29: 10:00 a.m. – 3:00 p.m. 
Citywide High School Fair at 

Brooklyn Technical High School
 

OCT 9: Deadline to register for Fall SHSAT and 
LaGuardia High School Audition                  

       
OCT 19 & 20: 11:00 a.m. – 2:00 p.m.

Borough High School Fairs 

DEC 2: Deadline to submit Round 1 
High School Applications   


