Current vs. Common Core-Aligned 3-8 State Assessments

Test Items Comparison Answer Key

Instructional Shifts in English Language Arts: 8th Grade Example

	Shift
	Representation in Assessment Items

	Balancing informational and literary texts
	N/A

	Building knowledge in the disciplines
	N/A

	Staircase of complexity
	More words, more complicated sentence structure, higher Lexile for 2012-13 passage

	Text-based answers
	Both require text-based evidence. NYS items are more scaffolded, providing some of the inferences in the questions themselves. The 2012-13 examples drive higher-order thinking by directing the student to make connections and draw inferences using evidence from the text.

	Writing from sources
	While this is a requirement of both sets of items, the 2012-13 examples don’t give the students anything but the text to answer the question—the questions require the habits for making evidentiary arguments.

	Academic vocabulary
	Sophisticated metaphorical and figurative language employed throughout the 2012-13 text (“As we returned to the house every object which I touched seemed to quiver with life”; “Suddenly I felt a misty consciousness as of something forgotten—a thrill of returning thought…”)


	

Instructional Shifts in Math: 6th Grade Example

	Shift
	Representation in Assessment Items

	Focus
	N/A

	Coherence
	N/A

	Fluency
	Students are expected to be able to do multi-step problems, which require fluency to complete the assessment on time, particularly in computation. Students are expected to compute with less “friendly” numbers. 

	Deep understanding
	Students are required to understand how proportions/ratios work in order to set up the problem. A student with only a procedural understanding of proportions may struggle to apply a simple process because of the multi-step nature of the problem. 

	Application
	Students are required to apply their understanding to a common, real-world scenario using unit price and discounts. The “real-world” application impacts the difficulty of the problem. 

	Dual intensity
	N/A



Instructional Shifts in Math: 3rd Grade Example

	Shift
	Representation in Assessment Items

	Focus
	N/A

	Coherence
	N/A

	Fluency
	Students are expected to be able to do multi-step problems, which require fluency to complete the assessment on time, particularly in computation. 

	Deep understanding
	Students are required to understand the mathematical concepts behind multiplication properties and writing equations, not just procedural understanding. Requires students to represent their understanding in multiple ways. 

	Application
	Students are applying their understanding of properties to solve a separate equation. Getting the right answer isn’t just a matter of showing you know the property, it’s a matter of showing you can use it. 

	Dual intensity
	N/A
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