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[START RECORDING]

FEMALE VOICE 1:  - - wants you to sit in the - - . 
[Crosstalk]

FEMALE VOICE 1:  Are there any questions about this presentation?

[Crosstalk]
MALE VOICE 1:  - - question--

FEMALE VOICE 1:  [Interposing] Can we--I'm sorry, we have to record this, so can you please speak into the mic so that they can hear it?  Thank you.

MALE VOICE 1:  - - how exactly is this - - towards that part - - how will - - process?

FEMALE VOICE 1:  I would say I agree with you, but we do still see some very new classes.  I think if you're looking at schools to the best extent possible, they are attempting to do this, but sometimes buildings and space gets in the way.  So, as I said, depending on - - building is a little different, the community is a little different.  So, certainly, as you saw, more than half of the - - reducing class size and if at possible was done but in some cases, unfortunately, we can't - - class.  If you'd like to add anything to that?

FEMALE VOICE 2:  Sure.  Thank you.  And, we also have to remember that in 2007 when the State promised the New York City Department of Education or the City that they would give money, they only allocated funds for two years, and it was supposed to be an incremental amount.  So, every year they were supposed to give not only what they gave in the current year, but they were supposed to give more the following year.  That stopped after two years.  So, in regards to your question about reducing class size, unfortunately even though the funding is allocated, the whole funding is not given.  Not only that, the costs have risen.  The average teachers' salaries rise.  The costs of text books rise, and supplies.  So, unfortunately, with the same amount of money being given and the money not being incremented as they promised, well, unfortunately, class sizes cannot be reduced as much as the funding allows. 
[Crosstalk]

MALE VOICE 2:  You've report to the - - Education, right?

FEMALE VOICE 2:  Yes.

MALE VOICE 2:  And, you come sit here telling us that you're not getting funding, and you can't do this, and you can't reduce class size.  Why are you telling us that?  - - your job?  What can we do?  Because we're listening to you here.  And, the - - program - - , right?  You - - here - - right move, and - - funding.  So, how you come in here telling us--how you - - this school?  How are these kids going to get educated?  Besides, if you--if you - - and it's getting - - how in the world that the DOE is co-locating schools and - - schools when - - make more classrooms for kids?

FEMALE VOICE 1:  - - first part of your question, certainly your feeling you just expressed could be something that you should share with the public comment that is being provided.

MALE VOICE 2:  - - be recorded, though.

FEMALE VOICE 2:  Yes.

FEMALE VOICE 1:  It is, but you can also email the public comment to contractforexcellence@schools.

nyc.gov. to certainly make your feelings known.  I think the point that was being made is that this funding has not increased since 2007-2008.  There has been reduction, even, since 2011-12.  So, are we getting in New York City the fair share of funding?  The answer is no.

MALE VOICE 2:  So, who's advocating for us?  - - supposed to do.  They were supposed to come and - - they're supposed to - - the fact of no funding.  - - elected officials - - .

FEMALE VOICE 1:  I might misunderstand.  Ms. - - is from the Borough Field Support Center.  She's not from the Board of Elections.  
MALE VOICE 3:  Education.

FEMALE VOICE 1:  Department of Education.  She's employed with the Department of Education, yes.  She handles budgets for schools.  She's here to answer questions about this presentation.

MALE VOICE 2:  Okay, but no disrespect, - - .  And to tell me every year you cover the same stuff--well, not you--but whatever the District tells us, and they're going to do is--can't do the same - - either.  And, actually, this one here is not - - .

FEMALE VOICE 2:  So, this is the proposed plan for this current school year.  What it's saying is that Principals, that we see the money, they allocated it or are scheduling it a certain way, whether it's to reduce class size, whether it's to fund after school programs for students that are most educationally needy.  Although they are currently scheduling that money as shown in the slides, it doesn't mean necessarily that the plan itself will be approved.  They're still in the approval process.  So, they are away that, yes, they are scheduling the money and using it in the approved categories, or the approved requirements for the funding.  But in the end, due to public comment and public feedback, and the plan that needs to be approved by the State, they're the ones that in the end will say, okay, you can use it that way.  With regards to, yes, every year we do this.  Why?  Because we at the Department of Education have the same sentiments as the parents and the school community.  We all--our students, our children, need this funding that the State promised many years ago, and they're the ones that no matter how hard we're trying, need to step up to the plate and give what they promised.  And, that's why public comment is so important.  If we all can--the email address that was given, that was provided to you, if you can please let your public--your comments be heard, your questions be asked.  They will reply to you if you email that email address.  And, the parents' voices are very important.  They're the ones that are heard most often.  Yes?

MALE VOICE 2:  One last thing before - - finish.  Every year I've been in the - - all get the same answers.  Go to the website to make a complaint.  What's happening to our complaint that we made for the last four or five years?

FEMALE VOICE 2:  Maybe that's something that you can address that email address.

MALE VOICE 2:  What - - satisfied?

FEMALE VOICE 2:  Unfortunately, the Department of Education is not the one that allocates this money, it's the State, so--

MALE VOICE 2:  [Interposing] Yeah, but - - , no. 
FEMALE VOICE 2:  Unfortunately it's what they're requiring of us, and who knows, maybe this is the year that they will--that our voices will be heard.  But if we sit back and not do anything it's even worse.

MALE VOICE 4:  Thank you for coming.  I had just one specific question that goes along with my fellow - - .  What effort is the Department of Education making to add that - - enforced that mandates the State from its tax dollars that it collects, many of which come from New York City - - majority - - New York City to improve that for our schools.  What happened at the DOE or the Mayor's Office making--to have the State enforce that court order to give us funding?
FEMALE VOICE 2:  I can't speak for the Mayor's office, but what I can tell you is that as the gentleman said before, every year this presentation is made because the Department of Education tries to bring all the public comments, the feedback from parents and the school community to the State.  In the end, unfortunately, the State is the one that has to agree and approve the plan that was submitted.  Unfortunately, the Department of Education, obviously we can't obligate the State to allocate the funding, but we can do all the best that we can to advocate for our students and try our best to get them to give the money that those students deserve.

[Crosstalk]

MALE VOICE 4:  The pressure point to have the funds released from the State, is through our Legislators, the Assembly?  Or, the House of Representatives?  Who is specifically in charge of allocating those funds to be released--

FEMALE VOICE 1:  [Interposing] These are State funds, so through State lawmakers.

MALE VOICE 4:  - - the State Senate - - has to vote to release those funds from the - - budget.  So, is that not being done?  That's not something that we should be going to our elected officials?  In this District we have - - , Council - - which represents [crosstalk].  We also have Assemblyman - - .  Are those the officials we should be going to to say, why are we not releasing the funds that we're--

FEMALE VOICE 1:  [Interposing] I would say your State lawmakers.  That includes the Assembly members that you mentioned, State Senators, Governor's Office, the State lawmakers are the ones that control these funds.  The State, versus the City or the Federal Government.  So, it's the State.

MALE VOICE 4:  - - directed at getting to the lawmakers that are there in Albany voting on a budget yearly to release the funds specifically allocated for this type of program which haven't been since 2007 - - .

FEMALE VOICE 1:  Yes, that's correct.

MALE VOICE 4:  Okay.  I understand that.  
MALE VOICE 2:  The Board of Education is in a better position than - - to go to them and get that.  That's why we--that's why they get - - .  
FEMALE VOICE 3:  Okay, so I just wanted to point out one thing.  Being a parent leader for - - certain Districts that you in you get everything.  They have better--for some reason our District had--we have to fight all the time to get what we have to get, so, I mean, from my point of view, I think that we need to put more effort into really reaching these Councilmembers and let them be held accountable for what we're not getting [crosstalk] our kids education and I really--I have a problem with it, because people are - - decide to - - they have state of the art schools, they have all these programs.  What do we have?  And we're fighting but they're not listening.  So, I don't think we're fighting right.  We night to fight - - .  And, I'm just asking if the CEC can be involved, and all the parents.  We need to put some letters out.  We need to get to these Councilmembers and let them know that we're serious and we need to get things done.  Because, obviously if the Board--they're hands are tied with certain things.  - - we're the parents.  If it's not for us, they aren't going to have jobs.  So, we need to get that out the way.  We need to get things done.  So, let it - - .  Whoever has something to say about it, I'm sorry, but I'm being truthful.  It's how it is, okay?  Yes.  And, it's - - .

MALE VOICE 4:  We had State funds that basically - - State Assembly and the State Senate that will be voting on this - - the Assembly and the State Senator.

MALE VOICE 3:  - - question - - audience member?

FEMALE VOICE 4:  Yes.  So, I come to support my - - get back in touch with Robert Jackson.  He is the one that started the school.  He is the one that got the money.  And, it is a trackable - - .  So, CEC 27 can get the data for what happened, how the - - went, because the only reason we don't have the money, we do not have parent leaders, or in the case of - - Robert Jackson.  So, I'm saying to you, if you reach back out to him, you don't have to a lot of digging, you know, and organizing.  He'll tell you exactly what to do to get accountability.  And then you - - draw the line to understand that those two people that work for DOE do not make the decision about this money, and they cannot tell you - - get the money, because that - - interest.  - - if you put it on CEC, make it an exclusion, you do this - - CEC 27 and lead this movement.  Because, it's not just us.  It's the other Districts that [crosstalk].

MALE VOICE 4:  - - to do that, yes.

FEMALE VOICE 4:  Huh?

MALE VOICE 4:  - - CEC members to do that - - District.

FEMALE VOICE 4:  Okay, but I'm saying once you do - - nobody - - a lot of them have given up and gotten jobs and they're not advocating.  But, this is the answer to this.  All you have to do is go back to the original suit.  Get the information and bring it back up with the State elected officials.  That's it.

MALE VOICE 3:  Thank you.  Thank you.

FEMALE VOICE 1:  Okay?  Thanks.  Thank you.

MALE VOICE 3:  Thank you.  Thank you very much. 
FEMALE VOICE 1:  Okay, thank you.  
FEMALE VOICE 2:  All right, so I'm going to move forward with the rest of my - - .  So, as had become a tradition, I highlighted good news from our District 27 schools, so I wanted to highlight a few schools this month.  PS 63--
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