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Summary of Proposal 

 

The New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) is proposing to re-site, co-locate, and expand 

M.S. 327 Comprehensive Model School Project (09X327, “M.S. 327”), an existing choice middle 

school that serves approximately 357 students in grades six through eight, beginning in the 2012-2013 

school year. M.S. 327 is currently located in building X110 at 580 Crotona Park South, Bronx, NY 

10456, in Community School District 9 (“District 9”).  

 

If the Panel for Educational Policy approves this proposal, M.S. 327 would be re-sited to school 

building X240, located at 1501 Jerome Avenue, Bronx, NY 10452, also in District 9. Building X240 

is a new school building currently under construction and will be completed prior to the beginning of 

the 2012-2013 school year. M.S. 327 would be co-located in building X240 with a new elementary 

school, P.S. 555 (09X555, “P.S. 555”), and a new site of an existing District 75 program. A “co-

location” means that two or more school organizations are located in the same building and may share 

common spaces like auditoriums, gymnasiums, libraries, and cafeterias. 

 

Currently, M.S. 327 is co-located in building X110 with P.S. 110 Theodore Schoenfeld (09X110, 

“P.S. 110”), an existing zoned elementary school that serves students in grades kindergarten through 

five and offers a full-day pre-kindergarten program. If this proposal is approved, P.S. 110 would 

remain in building X110. This proposal is not anticipated to impact P.S. 110’s student enrollment, 

admissions policies, partnerships, or instructional programming. The DOE has proposed a new use for 

the vacated space in building X110; more details can be obtained in a separate Educational Impact 

Statement (“EIS”) posted on January 12, 2012 on the DOE’s Web site at:  

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2011-2012/Mar12012Proposals.htm.  

 

This proposal also aims to implement a “grade expansion,” whereby M.S. 327 would gradually grow 

to serve students in grades six through twelve at scale. If this proposal is approved, when M.S. 327 

moves to X240 for the 2012-2013 school year, M.S. 327 would begin serving students in ninth grade 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2011-2012/Mar12012Proposals.htm
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for the first time. M.S. 327 would then continue to expand gradually, adding one grade level each 

year over a four-year period. The school would reach its full grade-span of grades six through twelve 

in the 2015-2016 school year. M.S. 327 would admit high school students through the Citywide High 

School Admissions Process with a limited, unscreened admission method. 

 

M.S. 327 would serve three sections of students per grade when it is fully phased in. However, M.S. 

327 currently has four or more sections in each of its three existing grades. Therefore, beginning in 

the 2012-2013 school year, the same year the school begins phasing in high school grades, M.S. 327 

would begin reducing the total number of incoming sixth-grade sections. The school would then be 

the intended size of the secondary school expected to occupy building X240, according to 

construction plans. In 2015-2016, the school would reach its full grade-span of grades six through 

twelve. It would take three more years before the school reaches its intended enrollment model of 

three sections per grade. In 2018-2019 and beyond, M.S. 327 would serve approximately 560-630 

students in three sections per grade, in grades six through twelve. 

 

This proposal to expand M.S. 327 was initiated by the school community. In April 2011, with support 

from parents and the broader school community, a team composed of teachers and administrators 

submitted a grade reconfiguration application to the Division of Portfolio Planning. In June 2011 and 

again in September 2011, DOE officials visited M.S. 327 and conducted interviews with the applicant 

team, concluding that the school is well positioned to successfully begin a grade expansion.  

 

The DOE believes that the grade expansion of M.S. 327 would increase access to high-quality high 

school seats in the Bronx—especially in Districts 9 and 10, since M.S. 327 serves middle school 

students from these districts, most of whom would remain at the school once it begins offering high 

school grades. Such an expansion would build upon the growing success of M.S. 327, which has 

demonstrated a strong record of student performance. 

 

If this proposal is approved, beginning in September 2012, M.S. 327’s current sixth, seventh, and 

eighth grades would be re-sited to X240, where they would be co-located with a new elementary 

school, P.S. 555—which would serve just kindergarten and first grades in 2012-2013 and would add 

one new grade each year until it serves students in kindergarten through fifth grades in 2016-2017—

and also with a new District 75 site that would enroll students beginning in the 2012-2013 school 

year. Building X240 is being constructed with these programs in mind: it is intended to house a 

secondary school serving grades six through twelve (proposed to be M.S. 327), an elementary school, 

and a District 75 program. Because these plans align with the building’s intended use, the building 

will have appropriate space and facilities to accommodate all three schools at full scale. Building 

X240 will also offer amenities such as a state-of-the-art auditorium, a library, and a rooftop garden. 

 

The building will have a capacity to serve approximately 1,087 students. When the schools begin 

using the building in 2012-2013, the projected total enrollment in the building would be 611-671 

students, resulting in a projected utilization rate of 56-62%. When M.S. 327, P.S. 555, and the District 

75 program have grown to full size, and M.S. 327 has reached stable enrollment, the projected total 

enrollment in the building would be 946-1,076 students, resulting in a projected utilization rate of 87-

99%. 
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Summary of Comments Received at the Joint Public Hearing 

 

A Joint Public Hearing regarding this proposal was held at building X110 on January 10, 

2012. At that hearing, interested parties had an opportunity to provide input on the proposal. 

Approximately 140 members of the public attended the hearing, and eight people spoke. Also present 

at the meeting were: Dolores Esposito, District 9 Community Superintendent; Manuel Ramírez, 

Principal of M.S. 327; Daisy Pérez, Principal of P.S. 110; Carmen Ramos, Second Vice-President of 

Community Education Council (“CEC”) 9; CEC 9 representatives Marilyn Espada and Carlton Curry; 

M.S. 327 School Leadership Team representatives Lorraine Zeigler, Patrick Bentsen, Michael 

Morgan, and Stephanie Marrone; and Amanda Cahn, Emily Ades, and Elizabeth Park from the DOE 

Office of Portfolio Management.  

 

The following comments and remarks were made at the Joint Public Hearing: 

 

1. Brenda Dawson of Community Board 4 expressed her support for the expansion of M.S. 327 

and thanked the school’s administration for providing a quality education for future young 

leaders.  

2. Multiple commenters thanked the audience for coming to the hearing and expressed approval 

for the proposal. 

3. A commenter asked if the school’s name and DBN would remain the same given the plan to 

expand the school to a secondary school. 

4. A commenter asked if class sizes would be affected as a result of implementation of the 

proposal. 

5. A commenter asked about admissions to M.S. 327 in light of the proposal. 

 

The DOE received a number of comments at the Joint Public Hearing which did not directly 

relate to the proposal. Those comments are summarized below: 

 

6. Brenda Dawson, a representative from Community Board 4, asked for Community Board 4 to 

be included in any community/school meetings going forward. 

7. A commenter asked about the curriculum for the new high school grades of M.S. 327. 

 

Summary of Issues Raised in Written and/or Oral Comments Submitted to the DOE 

 

The DOE received no written or oral comments via the dedicated e-mail and phone line for this 

proposal. 

 

Analysis of Issues Raised, Significant Alternatives Proposed, and Changes Made to the 

Proposal 

 

Comments 1-2 are in support of the proposal and do not require a response. 

 

In response to comment 3 regarding a change in the school’s name and DBN: There are currently no 

plans to change the name of the school nor its DBN. The school’s DBN would remain the same 

regardless of its new location and plan for expansion, so it would continue to be 09X327. However, if 

the school community wishes to propose a change in the school’s name, this change would be subject 

to the process and rules outlined in Chancellor’s Regulation A-860.  

 



4 

 

In response to comment 4 regarding class sizes: This proposal is not anticipated to impact M.S. 327’s 

class sizes. Class sizes are determined by how principals program their schools, and this decision 

would remain with the M.S. 327 leadership.  

 

However, there is a planned change to the size of each grade level. There are more students in the 

current sixth through eighth grades of M.S. 327 than would be enrolled in the future incoming sixth 

grades. This reduced enrollment would allow M.S. 327 to expand to serve high school grades, while 

still fitting into the space it has been allocated in building X240. Further, the DOE projects attrition in 

M.S. 327’s enrollment due to the following three factors: attrition between eighth and ninth grades as 

students choose other high school options; natural attrition over time as families move; and potential 

attrition from the current middle school students as the school relocates to a different site.  

 

If M.S. 327 does not have the level of student attrition that the DOE projects, the DOE would work 

with M.S. 327 leadership to ensure that M.S. 327 has an appropriate number of students for its 

allocation of space, and therefore could maintain class sizes consistent with previous years, if the 

school leadership continues to program class sections in the same way it has done in the past.  

 

Finally, the DOE would ensure that class sizes remain within the United Federation of Teachers 

contractual class sizes, which vary by grade level. 

 

In response to comment 5 regarding admissions: M.S. 327 is a choice middle school with an 

unscreened application process and would continue to admit students to sixth grade through the 

Districts 9 and 10 Middle School Choice Process.  

 

If this proposal is approved, M.S. 327 would begin serving high school students beginning in 

September 2012. M.S. 327 would admit high school students through the Citywide High School 

Admissions Process with a limited, unscreened admission method. Beginning in the 2012-2013 

school year, when the school would first serve ninth grade, rising M.S. 327 ninth-grade students 

would be guaranteed a ninth-grade seat at M.S. 327 if they rank it on their High School Admissions 

application.  

 

For September 2015 admission and beyond, when the eighth grade would have only three sections, 

matriculating eighth graders from M.S. 327 would have priority for admission to M.S. 327’s ninth 

grade. By that point in time, any seats made available through attrition would be open to other 

students through the Citywide High School Admissions Process.  

 

Comments 6-7 do not directly relate to this proposal and therefore do not require a response. 

 

Changes Made to this Proposal 

 

No changes have been made to this proposal. 

 

 


