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Frequently Asked Questions
1) Which courses will count toward the College Preparatory Course Index (CPCI) on the Progress Report?
The CPCI will award high schools credit for the percentage of students in the 2012 4-year graduation cohort who have:
· scored 65+ on the Algebra II, Math B, Chemistry, or Physics Regents exam, or
· scored 3+ on any Advanced Placement (AP) exam, or
· scored 4+ on any International Baccalaureate (IB) exam, or
· completed a course for college credit (e.g. College Now, CUNY Early College) with a grade of “C” or higher, or
· passed a course certified by the DOE as college-ready through the CPCC process.

Schools should not nominate courses for College Preparatory Course Certification (CPCC) that are already included in the CPCI or for which students take one of the exams included in the CPCI.  Additionally, each student will be counted only once for the CPCI, regardless of how many of the above-listed criteria the student has satisfied.  

2) Who should apply for CPCC?
Any high school that has invested in rigorous college preparatory courses.  The CPCC process provides high schools with the opportunity to earn points on the Progress Report on the CPCI metric. This process especially seeks to identify rigorous college preparatory courses at schools that face operational challenges (e.g., scheduling, small student population) to providing standardized college preparatory courses (e.g., AP and Advanced Regents courses). 

3) What are the requirements for CPCC eligibility?
· The course must have high standards and demonstrate results --  it must be at least as rigorous and associated with college success as are the courses that already count toward the CPCI (Algebra II, Chemistry, Math B, Physics, AP, IB, college credit-bearing course).
· The course must not culminate in one of the exams that already count toward the CPCI (Algebra II, Chemistry, Math B, Physics, AP, IB) and must not be a college credit-bearing course. 
· The course must be established and have been taken by at least 25 students who graduated in or before August 2010.
· The course must be taught in the 2011-2012 school year, and there should be plans to continue offering the course in the future.
· The course must serve predominately juniors and seniors.
· There must be a range of student work and teacher work (assignments and assessments) on file from the course.
· If multiple sections of the course are offered, all sections should be horizontally aligned with similar expectations, assignments, and grading policies.

4) How do I determine which course(s) to nominate for CPCC? 
Schools should work with their Network Performance Point to determine which rigorous high school course(s) are most appropriate to nominate for CPCC.  Additionally, the CPCC resources and materials posted on the Progress Report Website can help guide the selection process. 

5) How will nominated courses be evaluated?
The CPCC evaluation has two parts:
i. Quantitative evaluation
The quantitative evaluation employs a statistical analysis to evaluate the relationship between passing the course and persistence in early college, controlling for student characteristics to ensure fair comparisons.  For a course to pass this evaluation, it must be at least as rigorous and associated with college success as are the courses that already count toward the CPCI (Algebra II, Chemistry, Math B, Physics, AP, IB, college credit-bearing course).
ii. Qualitative evaluation
Only courses that pass the quantitative evaluation will be eligible for the qualitative evaluation.  The qualitative evaluation employs a rubric to review the breadth and depth of the course content, the intellectual rigor and demand of assessments, the level of independence asked of students, and the expectations of students to develop and use higher order thinking and reasoning skills throughout the course.  The evaluation is based on the answers and documentation provided in Part II of the application.  

Courses that pass both the quantitative and qualitative evaluations will be granted certification.  

6) Why must a course have been taken by at least 25 students who graduated in or before 2010  
 to be eligible for CPCC?
As part of the CPCC process, the DOE will perform a statistical analysis on the college enrollment and persistence of students who took the nominated course in previous years.  To ensure that our analysis is reliable, we need to consider a minimum of 25 students who graduated in or before 2010.  Schools may nominate a course that has been taken by a total of 25 students in a single year or across multiple years in or before 2010. 

7) How do I nominate a course for CPCC? 
CPCC applications may be submitted online.  Please contact the Progress Report Team at CPCertification@schools.nyc.gov if you would like to nominate a course for CPCC.  

8) When will I find out if the course has been certified?
We will notify schools of certification decisions by summer 2012.

  
9) For how long will courses that have been certified as part of the CPCC process remain certified?
Courses certified through the CPCC process will receive either a one-year certification or a two-year certification, depending on the strength of the application.  Schools certified for two years must verify in the second year of certification that the offered course is not substantially different from the course submitted for certification.  Once the certification expires, a course must be nominated for re-certification using a modified application process.  More information on the re-application process will be available in fall 2012.

10) Will the results of the CPCC process be reported on the Progress Report?
The percentage of students who pass courses that are certified as part of the CPCC process will be counted on the Progress Report, in addition to the percentage of students who meet the other criteria on the CPCI.  The DOE has not yet determined what weight to accord the CPCI metric in calculating a school’s final Progress Report grade.  

Courses that are not approved as part of the CPCC process will not appear on the Progress Report, nor will any indication of the course’s application for CPCC.

11) Whom do I contact for questions about the CPCC application process? 
For technical questions related to the online CPCC application process, please contact the DAPS Service desk at OAservicedesk@schools.nyc.gov or 212-374-6646, or email CPCertification@schools.nyc.gov.  For questions related to the content of the CPCC application, please contact your Network Performance Point or email CPCertification@schools.nyc.gov.  

12) Whom do I contact to provide general feedback on the Progress Report? 
To provide general feedback on the Progress Report, please contact the Progress Report team at PR_Support@schools.nyc.gov.  Note that changes to next year’s Progress Report will be announced in February 2012.  
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