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Dear Parent/Guardian,					

DREAM – The Specialized High Schools Institute is an extracurricular program of rigorous coursework designed to assist eligible NYC public and private school students in preparing for the Specialized High Schools Admissions Test (SHSAT).  The DREAM – SHSI program emphasizes verbal and math skills, problem-solving, critical analysis, time management, and test sophistication strategies specific to the SHSAT.

The program consists of five components:

	
Step D1

	6th Graders
	January – June  (16 sessions)
	Saturdays  (9:00 AM – 1:00 PM)

	Step R
	Rising 7th Graders
	
July – August  (20 sessions)

	Monday – Thursday  (9:00 AM – 3:00 PM)

	Step E2
	7th Graders
	January – June  (32 sessions)
	
Wednesday  (4:00 PM – 6:00 PM)
Saturday  (9:00 AM – 1:00 PM)


	Step A
	Rising 8th Graders
	
July – August  (20 sessions)

	Monday – Thursday  (9:00 AM – 3:00 PM)

	Step M
	8th Graders
	September – October  (18 sessions)
	
Tuesday & Thursday  (4:00 PM – 6:00 PM)
Saturday  (9:00 AM – 1:00 PM)




Notes:  	1  For 2012 only, Step D will run for approximately 9/10 sessions between April and June
			2 For 2012 only, Step E will run for approximately 18/20 sessions between April and June

For 2012 only, two cohorts of participants will be enrolled – one cohort of current 7th graders (hereafter referred to as the DREAM 2013 cohort) who will begin the program at Step E, and a second cohort of current 6th graders (hereafter referred to as the DREAM 2014 cohort) who will begin the program at Step D.

To be eligible to apply for DREAM 2014, a private/parochial school student must…
· be a current NYC resident,
· be a current 6th grade student,
· be economically disadvantaged as defined by Title I Free Lunch status,
· have scored at or above the 85th percentile on their grade 5 Reading assessment,
· have scored at or above the 85th percentile on their grade 5 Math assessment, and
· have had a minimum attendance rate of 90% during grade 5.

To be eligible to apply for DREAM 2013, a private/parochial school student must…
· be a current NYC resident,
· be a current 7th grade student,
· be economically disadvantaged as defined by Title I Free Lunch status,
· have scored at or above the 85th percentile on their grade 6 Reading assessment,
· have scored at or above the 85th percentile on their grade 6 Math assessment, and 
· have had a minimum attendance rate of 90% during grade 6.

Please note that students attending a private/parochial school must submit a 2012 Private School Student Application and Income Verification Form.  Also note that submission of an Application and Income Verification Form does not guarantee placement in the DREAM – SHSI program.  Students will be randomly selected from the pool of eligible applicants.

The deadline to submit a 2012 Private School Student Application and Income Verification Form is
Friday, March 2, 2012

If you have questions, please email SHSI@schools.nyc.gov.

Sincerely,
NYCDOE - Division of Equity and Access
SHSI@schools.nyc.gov 
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DREAM - The Specialized High Schools Institute

“Realizing Your Specialized DREAM”




