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· Answer the following questions in your group:

How do you define area?

When and why do we need to find area in real life?

How do you find the area of a figure?

· Cut out the seven shapes on the handout.  Working in pairs, order the seven shapes from smallest area to largest area.  Keep notes as to how you make decisions about the order of the seven shapes.

· Discuss the techniques used to order the shapes from smallest area to largest area.

What is the order of the shapes?  What technique did you use to compare the shapes?

Which pieces were easiest to compare?  Why?

Which pieces were more difficult to compare?  Why?

· Would this exercise have been any easier if you had known some of the lengths in the figures?

What length(s) would you need to know in order to calculate the actual areas of all of the shapes?

