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[START 163_003.mp3] 2 

MS. YOLANDA TORRES:  Welcome everyone, good 3 

evening.  Thank you for coming to this event - - 4 

this evening to the joint public hearing for the 5 

proposal to co-locate and house a new school, 6 

Bronx Success Academy 1 with P.S. 30.  I am 7 

Yolanda Torres; I am your Community 8 

Superintendent in District 7.  I have asked the 9 

District 7 Community Education Council as well 10 

the School Leadership Team for P.S. 30 to 11 

participate in this joint hearing.  Joining me 12 

tonight, on my right I have Mr. Carlos Lopez who 13 

is the SLT Chair and also UFT for P.S., 14 

representative of P.S. 30.  And Ms. Emma Amaro, 15 

who is the secretary for the School Leadership 16 

Team.  And also, also I have on my left side Ms. 17 

Tanya Jones who is the secretary for the 18 

Community Education Council, as well as several 19 

members from the Office of Portfolio Planning 20 

and the Charter Office.  You want to say your 21 

names?  That's fine?  Okay.  The purpose of this 22 

hearing is for you to provide comments about the 23 

proposal.  Before I describe the proposal, I 24 

want to make sure you are all aware of the 25 
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opportunity to provide your input.  All those 1 

who wish to speak, must sign up in the speaker 2 

sign up sheet, which I have here.  Is there 3 

another one in the back?  Outside in the 4 

entrance portion of the auditorium.  The sign up 5 

list will close very soon, 6:15.  Speakers will 6 

be given the floor in the order they have signed 7 

up.  All comments are limited to two minutes.  8 

In addition, we welcome any comments and 9 

feedback you may have at any time before the 10 

Panel for Educational Policy votes on this 11 

proposal on May 18, 2010.  The email address and 12 

phone number where comments may be made is 13 

d07proposals@schools.nyc.gov.  And we have a 935 14 

number?  Okay, so the number is 718-935-4158.  15 

This email address and phone number can also be 16 

found on the Department's website, under the 17 

section for the Panel for Educational Policy.  18 

Also, please note that this hearing is being 19 

recorded and also transcribed.  Before I begin t 20 

read the proposal, I want to make you all aware 21 

that the original educational impact statement 22 

posted on March 5, 2010 was amended on April 12, 23 

2010.  So all of the comments that were 24 

delivered on that day have been included in the 25 
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impact statement.  AS a result of this, the 1 

inclusion of more information, and the questions 2 

raised by the community since the impact 3 

statement was first posted; more information on 4 

the academic and extracurricular programs 5 

currently being offered at P.S. 30 is included 6 

in the amended educational impact statement.  7 

Copies of this amended educational impact 8 

statement can be found on the back of the 9 

auditorium.  It is available on the Department's 10 

website under the section for the Panel for 11 

Educational Policy.  Also, you have a FAQ that 12 

has been distributed in English and in Spanish 13 

in terms of also charter expectations.  Because 14 

the amended educational impact statement was 15 

posted after the joint public hearing was held 16 

on April 8th, the Department of Education 17 

extended the comment period through May 17, 2010 18 

and is convening this joint public hearing at 19 

P.S. 30 so that the public has sufficient 20 

opportunity to comment on the amended 21 

educational impact statement.  I want to be 22 

clear, however, that the original proposal has 23 

not changed.  The proposal remains to co-locate 24 

Bronx Success Academy 1 with P.S. 30 at X30.  In 25 
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the 2010/2011 school year, Bronx Success 1 

Academy, a new charter that will serve grades K 2 

to 8 at scale, will open at school building X30 3 

located at 510 East 141st Street, Bronx, New 4 

York in Community School District 7.  Bronx 5 

Success Academy 1 will open with approximately 6 

180 kindergarteners and grade one students in 7 

2010/2011 and pending renewal of its charter in 8 

2015, will grow to its full grade K to 8 scale, 9 

with approximately 800 to 811 students in 10 

2017/18.  Bronx Success Academy 1, kindergarten 11 

and grade one will be co-located with P.S. 30, 12 

Wilson School, for the 2010/2011 school year.  13 

The 2008/2009 target capacity of X30 was 710 and 14 

its target utilization rate was 72%.  The 15 

October 31, 2009 audited register at P.S. 30 was 16 

494 students in grades K to 5, which indicates 17 

that there are approximately 216 available seats 18 

at P.S. 30 in the building.  P.S. 30, therefore, 19 

has sufficient space for two grade levels of 20 

Bronx Success Academy 1 and P.S. 30 to operate 21 

at full organizational capacity for the 22 

2010/2011 school year.  The projected building 23 

utilization in 2010/2011 with both Bronx Success 24 

Academy 1 and P.S. 30 in the X30 building is 25 
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only 94%.  Before the start of 2011/2012 school 1 

year, the Department of Education will assess 2 

the available space at P.S. 30 to determine 3 

whether Bronx Success Academy 1 can continue to 4 

add one grade per year in the X30 building.  5 

Enrollment trends in the two schools may allow 6 

for Bronx Success Academy 1's continued phase in 7 

of additional grades in X30.  If the D.O.E. 8 

determines that there is sufficient space at X30 9 

in Bronx Success Academy 1 to continue its phase 10 

in, the D.O.E. will propose any continued 11 

expansion of Bronx Success Academy 1 in X30 in 12 

another educational impact statement.  If 13 

sufficient space for Bronx Success Academy 1's 14 

continued phase in does not exist in the X30 15 

building, alternative siting options for Bronx 16 

Success Academy 1's six additional grade levels 17 

will be explored and the D.O.E. will propose a 18 

location in another educational impact 19 

statement.  The New York City or the New York 20 

Charter Schools Act enables the creation of 21 

charter schools which are independently run and 22 

publicly funded.  The Charter Schools Act states 23 

that charter schools shall be held to 24 

performance based accountability systems and 25 
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must meet measurable student achievement 1 

results.  The Department of Education, the New 2 

York State Education Department and the State 3 

University of New York, holds they authorize to 4 

a minimum standard of 75% of students achieving 5 

proficiency.  The siting of Bronx Success 6 

Academy 1 in X30 will expand access to high 7 

quality elementary and middle school options for 8 

students residing in District 7.  P.S. 30 and 9 

Bronx Success Academy 1 will maintain classes 10 

with separate teachers, administrators and other 11 

school staff.  The Principals from each school 12 

will sit on a building council and collectively 13 

make the decisions about how shared space is 14 

used in the building.  It is important to be 15 

clear that no current P.S. 30 students will be 16 

displaced as a result of this proposal.  Also, 17 

no impact on P.S. 30 personnel or administrative 18 

staff positions are expected as a result of the 19 

co-location.  Special Education students will 20 

continue to receive services per their 21 

Individual Education Plans and English Language 22 

Learners will continue to receive ELL services.  23 

The impact of the co-location on additional 24 

enrichment programs and non-mandated services 25 
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should not be significant.  While the 1 

Department of Education does not anticipate any 2 

significant impact, any decision to make changes 3 

to these non-mandated programs or services or to 4 

discontinue certain programming or extra 5 

services for students is at the discretion of 6 

the school's Principal.  Pursuant to New York 7 

State education law, Bronx Success Academy 1 8 

will admit students via lottery.  All students 9 

entering kindergarten and grade on in the fall 10 

of 2010 will have the opportunity to apply to 11 

Bronx Success Academy 1 for an August 2010 seat 12 

through the school's lottery process.  In 13 

accordance with state law, District 7 residents 14 

will be given priority in the charter school 15 

lottery process.  Students with Individualized 16 

Education Plans and students who require English 17 

Language Learner services will be served at 18 

Bronx Success Academy 1.  I will now turn the 19 

floor to the representative of CEC 7, Ms. Tanya 20 

Jones.  21 

MS. TANYA JONES:  Good evening.  I just want 22 

to say that, I just want to say that I want to 23 

know how they can say they are coming into the 24 

school, sending out letters saying that they're 25 
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accepted, the children got accepted into the 1 

school without even the voting taking place.  A 2 

lot of letters came through.  They been going 3 

around saying they got accepted.  They're 4 

already here and school's not even here yet. 5 

It's not right to us.  It's not right to our 6 

parents, our schools.  We fought so hard to get 7 

smaller class sizes just again to get put back 8 

into larger class sizes to accommodate them is 9 

not fair to the students, the teachers, or this 10 

community.  We have a charter school every other 11 

block that we don’t need one in here.  Let them 12 

find their own space.  They could come, but let 13 

them find their own space.  Then they're taking 14 

up our space from our kids and that's something 15 

that we do not need.   16 

MS. TORRES:  I will now turn the floor over 17 

to the representatives of P.S. 30's School 18 

Leadership Team.   19 

MALE VOICE 1:  Hello and good afternoon.  I 20 

actually would just like to draw one's attention 21 

here to page one of this amended educational 22 

impact statement towards the footnote.  The 23 

first sentence in the footnote, that's all I 24 

need to read.  "The target, capacity and 25 
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utilization rate reflects and aspirational 1 

goal for a school building, making different 2 

assumptions about how classrooms are used".  And 3 

I underline assumptions.  When I see this 4 

proposal, I see a proposal full of assumptions 5 

and approximations.  The assumption on 6 

percentage of free space and utilization rates, 7 

without regard for classrooms used to service 8 

resource room students, occupational therapy, 9 

sets, ESL students, Special Needs, Counseling 10 

and other needed interventions.  Assumptions 11 

that P.S. 30 won't make their AYP.  Assumptions 12 

that P.S. 30's register will not increase.  I 13 

don’t know, but as I was brought up in a public 14 

school, and I know that here we continue to 15 

teach students not to make assumptions, but 16 

rather to state the facts.  To state the fact 17 

and one fact being that P.S. 30 is here to stay.  18 

One fact that every year a group of 20 students 19 

from each of the following schools choose to 20 

volunteer at P.S. 30 during their spring breaks.  21 

Twenty students from Pepperdine University, 22 

UCLA, Vancouver Canada Specialized High School 23 

via the Episcopal Church of St. Ann's around the 24 

corner, Texas A&M, University of North Carolina 25 
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at Chapel Hill, locally, BCC, Hostus 1 

[PHONETIC], Monroe, Leeman, Aiona, all come out 2 

of love to serve the children of P.S. 30.  Fact:  3 

P.S. 30 is here to stay because the community 4 

supports us.   5 

MS. EMMA AMORO:  Now we're talking.  Okay, 6 

Ms. Amaro, School Leadership member and also 7 

Social Worker and has been working here for 8 

eight years, and the proposal is talking about 9 

co-location, but the feeling that we have in our 10 

community, in our school, is more of a 11 

displacement.  Displacement meaning that we are 12 

going to be removed sooner or later from here.  13 

Our community is one of changes and we see all 14 

the new buildings coming around, but the values 15 

and the character of our people is always the 16 

same.  We are a community of fighters and we are 17 

proud fighters.  I am including myself because I 18 

worked here for many years.  And we're fighting 19 

today to have the opportunity for our students 20 

to have the proper space.  The want the proposal 21 

that the Superintendent is reading and that is 22 

presented to you today, they're talking about a 23 

number of classrooms that they are going to have 24 

for 180 students for next year.  We have a 25 
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register of 487 students and 60 pre-K students 1 

registered for next year.  We are only getting 2 

half of the classrooms that they are getting.  3 

This is not a correct and right proposal.  We 4 

area all educators and we know that the math is 5 

not right.  In four years from now, the charter 6 

school will take over the building and, again, 7 

the proposal says that our staff will not be 8 

impacted.  If we are not here at P.S. 30, where 9 

will our staff go?  That's unusual, and probably 10 

some of you are going think that I’m crazy, but 11 

I’m not.  This unusual - - I don’t know how many 12 

of you are - - and they are coming with good 13 

intentions, but with a hidden agenda of taking 14 

over the world.  Look at it because it's very 15 

interesting.  We need transparency.  What is the 16 

hidden agenda here?  There is a teacher here. 17 

Ms. Gregory, she is coming again from a charter 18 

school that took over her building.  And she 19 

speaks about how the community, how the kids 20 

from the school when they were left, when they 21 

went the last year, they had to go outside of 22 

the building in order to be able to have lunch 23 

because the people in the charter school would 24 

not allow them to go through the inside 25 
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building.  They have a - - .  Right Ms. 1 

Gregory?  They have a - - and the kids from 2 

those school, the old school, were not allowed 3 

to go through the inside building.  They had to 4 

go outside rain or shine.  So is this co-5 

location?  Of this is displacement?  I think its 6 

displacement.  Socially this is a community that 7 

has always been put down, the South Bronx.  8 

Let's tell the Chancellor not to put us down 9 

again.  Our children can read.  Our children can 10 

love.  Our children can learn.  Let's say no to 11 

the charter school.   12 

MS. TORRES:  Before we begin the public 13 

comment, we would like to give any elected 14 

official who is present the opportunity to offer 15 

any comment.  I believe I haven't seen any.  16 

Okay.  So we will now open the floor for public 17 

comments.  They have been given numbers.  Okay, 18 

so please refer to the number and what we'll do 19 

is every speaker will come to this microphone on 20 

my right side, which is your left side.  So 21 

let's start with John Bosely.  In order to 22 

ensure that all people who are signed up to 23 

speak are given the opportunity to do so, we 24 

will limit comments to two minutes.  After one 25 
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minute and thirty seconds, there will be a 1 

warning sign followed by an indication at two 2 

minutes that your time is up.  And please make 3 

sure to be respectful so that everyone who has 4 

signed up has the opportunity or the chance to 5 

be heard.  Once again, we expect everyone to 6 

remain in a respectful stance so that we can 7 

hear what every speaker has to say.  Mr. Bosely. 8 

MR. JOHN BOSELY:  One two, one two.  Okay.  9 

I want to thank you panel and the parents of 10 

P.S. 30 and the faculty.  I'm not here to make 11 

assumptions or anything.  I'm just going to talk 12 

about my experience with a charter school which 13 

my child goes to, which is Harlem Success 3.  14 

And I also would like to point out that my 15 

children , this is my first child that went to 16 

public school, and I’m from this neighborhood, 17 

this area, and believe me, what my child learned 18 

when he was in P.S. 43 is nothing compared to 19 

what my child is learning in Harlem Success 20 

today.  It’s like night and day.  Now I hear a 21 

lot of people talking about coming in here, 22 

taking over our school, and displacing children, 23 

that's not true.  That's not what happens.  But 24 

again, I'm just here to talk about my 25 
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experiences and what my child is doing is 1 

amazing to me because he reads 22 books a month.  2 

Okay?  Twenty-two books a month.  He has science 3 

every day of the week, five days a week.  Okay?  4 

And it's just amazing to see a child wanting to 5 

go to school every day, wanting to be there.  6 

That's what it's about.  And for all you people 7 

out here, you need to understand something.  8 

This is not about me, it's not about you, it's 9 

about our children.  And if the children are 10 

learning, then something is happening that 11 

should be happening.  A lot of children are not 12 

learning what they need to learn today. 13 

MS. TORRES:  Thirty seconds. 14 

MR. BOSELY:  Because - -  15 

MS. TORRES:  Excuse me.  He has 30 seconds 16 

and remember what I just said.  Thank you.  You 17 

will have your time to speak.  Thirty seconds. 18 

MR. BOSELY:  Okay, I have 30; I just say the 19 

other thing.  Choice.  Nobody is forcing you to 20 

send your child to charter school.  You have a 21 

choice.  You could leave them in public school 22 

or you can have them go to charter school.  By 23 

the way, charter schools are public schools.  24 

Thank you. 25 
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MS. TORRES:  Thank you.  Now we will have 1 

Nancy Real.   2 

MS. NANCY REAL:  Hello everyone.  I am a 3 

paraprofessional here at P.S. 30.  I work with 4 

special needs children.  I just want to know why 5 

this area.  Why this South Bronx area that you 6 

can't go downtown Manhattan somewhere and take 7 

over one of their buildings?  I would think that 8 

would be a good idea.  Why this area?  Do you 9 

think it's easier to come take over over here?  10 

Maybe so.  But we're not going to let that 11 

happen.  If you don’t know about the South 12 

Bronx, the South Bronx fights.  They fight for 13 

what they want, for what's theirs.  And it's 14 

just ridiculous, you're talking about, the man 15 

was over here, you talk about it's about our 16 

children.  Yeah, it is.  You tell me when you 17 

have a child in these charter schools that can't 18 

sit still, that refuses to do any type of work 19 

that you have to have a one-to-one with them 20 

because the teacher has a room full of kids in 21 

the charters right?  Who is going to deal with 22 

that child when he decides he just wants to 23 

storm out the room?  Who's going to run after 24 

him, the teacher?  I don’t think so.  You will 25 
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be quick, quick, quick to remove him from your 1 

school.  Very quick, one, two, three.  Thank 2 

you. 3 

MS. TORRES:  Lisa Muniz.  Lisa Muniz. 4 

MS. LISA MUNIZ:  Hello.  Hello.  There is no 5 

systematic data or research that supports 6 

charter school advocates' claims that they 7 

perform better than public schools.  Charter 8 

schools like to present a façade that they are 9 

the solution to the flaws in the public school 10 

system.  They want everyone to believe they are 11 

the answer we have been waiting for to help 12 

struggling students, but the truth is they 13 

aren't.  Public schools might have flaws, but in 14 

reality, what is flawless?  Charter schools have 15 

made ridiculous and outrageous claims with no 16 

evidence to truly back up their statements.  For 17 

example, the last hearing said that children who 18 

graduate from this school don’t go to college.  19 

A lot of my classmates and myself, are in 20 

college and I graduated from this school.  I was 21 

Valedictorian and I had the highest test scores, 22 

all throughout school.  I have been a high 23 

performance student and I still am now.  Yes, it 24 

is P.S. 30.  Charter schools enjoy playing the 25 
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innocent victim, but in case you failed to 1 

realize, this isn't just about a new school 2 

trying to succeed.  This is an invasion.  Every 3 

claim they made is just more propaganda.  The 4 

most unfortunate fact of them all, they 5 

criticize the public schools for lower test 6 

scores, however instead of take the children 7 

with the lower test scores, they look away from 8 

them.  They have no interest in them.  Instead 9 

they lure and select the highest test scores.  10 

Charter schools are taking all the highest 11 

performance students and leaving public schools 12 

with the struggling students only to turn around 13 

and pass judgment upon the.  The hypocrisy is 14 

unbelievable.  If children and education come 15 

first, then it's very clear charter schools are 16 

not the solution.  There is no other way to 17 

simply say it.   18 

MS. TORRES:  Next speaker is Henry Pena. 19 

MR. HENRY PENA:  Good evening everyone.  My 20 

name is Henry Pena and I am a resident of the 21 

Bronx and a proud parent of a Harlem Success 22 

Academy scholar.  Even though charter schools 23 

fall under the Department of Education as a 24 

public school, one of the main problems charter 25 
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schools are facing is space.  Charter schools 1 

don’t get the same funding as public schools 2 

get, nor do we get funding for facilities.  Part 3 

of the way many charter schools make up for the 4 

lack of equal funding is by sharing space in 5 

D.O.E. buildings.  Which, per the D.O.E. are not 6 

being utilized to a full capacity.  Just to 7 

further clarify, the D.O.E. tells the charter 8 

school what zone schools have space that is not 9 

being fully utilized.  Charter schools are not 10 

trying to take over zone schools.  Unfortunately 11 

many parents of these zone schools are under the 12 

misunderstanding that we are calling on failing 13 

schools.  We most certainly are not saying that.  14 

We just want a chance to testify why we as 15 

parents have chosen to send our child to a 16 

charter school as opposed to a regular zone 17 

school.  We know other parents want to have the 18 

same option as we did, because for this year's 19 

lottery, there were over 7,000 applications with 20 

on 1,100 seats available. 21 

MS. TORRES:  Excuse me a minute.  He's 22 

translating, could you go a little slower? 23 

MR. PENA:  Oh I apologize. 24 

MS. TORRES:  Okay and put the microphone 25 
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very close to your mouth. 1 

MR. PENA:  Like you with your child, we 2 

wanted to choose what we thought was the best 3 

education for our child's future.  After 4 

reviewing the facts, we made the choice of 5 

sending him to Harlem Success Academy.  HSA or 6 

BSA 1 will be utilizing unused space as decided 7 

by the Department of Education.  Just like New 8 

York City public schools, this school is free to 9 

all.  All student applicants are entered into 10 

lottery with first preference going to the zone 11 

school's children first.  Preference is also 12 

given to those who already have a sibling in the 13 

school.  Like all zone schools, charter schools 14 

must meet the standard and regent requirements.  15 

Also, charter schools are open to all students 16 

and cannot discriminate in their admission 17 

process.  We want parents to know that they 18 

should have a choice on where they send their 19 

child to school.  In these trying financial 20 

times, a lot of parents just can't afford 21 

private schools, but want to make sure their 22 

children are getting the best education.  Thank 23 

you for your time.  Have a good night. 24 

MS. TORRES:  Thank you.  Next speaker Legia 25 
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Romero. 1 

MS. LIGIA ROMERO:  Good evening.  My name is 2 

Legia Romero.  I am a bilingual Special Ed 3 

Teacher.  The reason why I am here today, even 4 

though I live in Queens and I had to take four 5 

trains and one bus to get home, is because I 6 

really care about the education of my students.  7 

I - - students to everybody, to all the children 8 

who come to P.S. 10.  There is two reason why 9 

I'm here.  One is because I want to talk about 10 

safety.  Now today I was looking in my classroom 11 

and I was saying how big is this class?  But in 12 

reality, it's not.  I only have 12 students.  13 

What about the other teacher who has 25 kids?  I 14 

wonder how they had to deal when the children 15 

had a problem and because they feel like they 16 

are traded by other children.  We tried to 17 

separate them.  He bounce against HNA furniture.  18 

We're looking also for a learning environment.  19 

We need all the stuff, all the chairs, all our, 20 

all the areas that they needed.  So it's very 21 

hard for us to share this school because it's 22 

impossible.  It's impossible.  They need that 23 

space.  I wonder how the two therapists, speech 24 

therapists are going to be dealing with that, 25 
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one in Spanish, one in English, they get very 1 

distracted.  And I, as the adult, I also get 2 

distracted when two teachers are trying to teach  3 

lesson, different lessons, in different 4 

language.  And another thing is I was talking 5 

also, I was mentioning in the beginning about 6 

the ethics.  I was thinking about you know, 7 

about he conquest.  When they came more than 400 8 

years ago over here, they came from the old 9 

country, from the old world.  They came and just 10 

pushed, you know, to our native people.  They 11 

tried to impose a language, a culture.  It's the 12 

same thing, the way I see the charter schools.  13 

They're imposing, you know?  They're pushing us 14 

to the side.  What are we?  Are we objects?  And 15 

today when we have rules, when we have more 16 

education, I think that we should learn, we 17 

should put in practice what we learning, what we 18 

are, and not to do those things.  It's nice to 19 

share, I really believe so.  But you share when 20 

you have.  I have two feet, I have only a pair 21 

of shoes.  How can I take one of my shoes off 22 

and give it to you?  - - protect my foot to give 23 

it to you?  Please.  People who are in charge of 24 

this, do something for us.  Don’t allow to 25 
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happen what is happening now.  We need the 1 

space for the children.  We really care.  I'm a 2 

teacher who come in from far away 13 years 3 

teaching.  And I work, I’m here at 6:30 in the 4 

morning.  I'm leaving sometimes at 6:00 from 5 

here. 6 

MS. TORRES:  Time is up. 7 

MS. ROMERO:  I come here to prepare my 8 

lessons to do my differentiation and everything 9 

for the children.  So please take into 10 

consideration all of this.  Thank you. 11 

MS. TORRES:  Thank you.  Now we will have 12 

Paulette Chevannez.   13 

MS. PAULETTE CHEVANNEZ:  My daughter came 14 

here when she was what, five years old.  And she 15 

graduated from, she went to Academy School with 16 

I went through hell.  The worse hell.  Almost 17 

went to jail because of a teacher and a 18 

Principal.  Now my granddaughter comes here and 19 

I refuse to put her in a charter school.  She's 20 

getting fours and threes.  Plus she was in 21 

kindergarten and got a Principal award.  So why 22 

should I put her in a charter school?  We do not 23 

want a charter school in here.  It's time for it 24 

to go.  I do not want it here.  My grandbaby is 25 
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doing fine where she's at.  They send me 1 

letters, the charter school in Manhattan.  I 2 

tore it up and put it in the garbage.  Please do 3 

not send me any more because I do not want to 4 

see it.  That's it.  5 

MS. TORRES:  The next speaker Areli Santana.  6 

Areli Santana.  Okay.  Jennifer Rodriguez.  7 

Future speakers please put the microphone close 8 

to your mouth so that we can hear clearly. 9 

MS. JENNIFER RODRIGUEZ:  Hi.  I'm a teacher 10 

here at P.S. 30.  This is my third year.  And I 11 

just want to say I don’t have a problem with 12 

charter schools, but charter schools shouldn't 13 

start making accusations about public school 14 

teachers.  Ms. Moskewitz claimed we worked - -  15 

MS. TORRES:  [interposing] Can we please 16 

listen?  I'm sorry.  We need to listen please.  17 

Go ahead. 18 

MS. RODRIGUEZ:  Ms. Moskewitz claims we work 19 

factory schedule.  For three years I've commuted 20 

from Long Island.  I'm in this building at 7:00 21 

a.m. along with my Assistant Principals, my 22 

Principal and other co-workers.  My school day 23 

ends at 3:25.  I'm still here now.  I’m still 24 

here other days.  I have a student here who can 25 
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vouch for me.  My students and my parents have 1 

contact with me outside this building.  I do 2 

everything in my power to work for my students.  3 

So accusations shouldn't be made.  Like Mr. 4 

Lopez said, we teach the kids not to accuse, so 5 

why are the charter schools accusing us of not 6 

working?  Because I know I come in and I know my 7 

co-workers, my Principal and my Assistant 8 

Principals are here every day, hours that we're 9 

not paid for, still doing things for the kids.  10 

That's dedication.   11 

MS. TORRES:  Thank you.  Lisbet Rivera. 12 

MS. LISBET RIVERA:  Hi, I’m a teacher here 13 

also at P.S. 30.  I have a fifth grade class.  14 

This is my second year here and I love teaching 15 

up at P.S. 30. 16 

MS. TORRES:  Could you put the mic closer? 17 

MS. RIVERA:  I, like Jennifer Rodriguez, I 18 

also stay beyond the time I have to be here, but 19 

I just want to ask a question.  A parent spoke 20 

about choice.  Yes, you choose to send your kids 21 

to charter school, but we do not have a choice 22 

to share our building.   23 

MS. TORRES:  Debra Moreno.  Okay, moving 24 

forward.  She's coming?   25 
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MS. DEBRA MORENO:  All three of my kids 1 

came to P.S. 30. Can you hear me?  Hello.  My 2 

name is Debra Moreno, I'm the PTA Treasurer of 3 

P.S. 30.  I'm a productive parent of this 4 

school.  My son Aiden Moreno attends this 5 

school; he's in first grade.  Very intelligent 6 

thanks to this school and the teachers that 7 

taught him.  My daughters both graduated from 8 

this school.  One of them is graduating high 9 

school this year.  I don’t think that we need to 10 

change anything in P.S. 30, we're find the way 11 

we are.  We don’t have no space for no other 12 

school and eventually we do let a school into 13 

our building, they're going to try to take over 14 

and move us out.  That's the way charter school 15 

works.  You know regardless of what they tell 16 

you.  And I guess that's it.   17 

MS. TORRES:  Magdalena Malave. 18 

MS. MAGDALENA MALAVE:  Good evening, my name 19 

is Magdalena Malave.  I am a second grade 20 

teacher here at P.S. 30.  I was a para in P.S. 21 

30 for 17 years and I became a teacher because I 22 

love my children.  I want to make a difference 23 

in their lives.  And I want to address something 24 

that you keep mentioning the 22 books, my 25 
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children, if we go by that, my children read 1 

over 90 books a month because they read in the 2 

morning, they read after lunch and they read I 3 

the afternoons before we leave.  They silent 4 

read, they do reports and they share on what 5 

they read.  And they read high level books.  I 6 

have this year, a class of students that's most 7 

ELL students.  English Language Learners that 8 

came reading A and C levels and they're reading, 9 

the lowest level right now is a G.  So you can't 10 

tell me that we're not doing what we could do.  11 

Another thing I want to address is my children 12 

that are receiving services.  I have children 13 

that get counseling, I have children that get 14 

speech, I have children that get sets, they get 15 

that with their sets teacher, their speech 16 

teacher, their counselor in a separate room.  17 

Those are the rooms that you guys are not 18 

considering when you're thinking about taking 19 

over the so-called space that we have.   20 

MS. TORRES:  Yajaira Vasquez. 21 

MS. YAJAIRA VASQUEZ:  Hello, good evening. I 22 

just have two things to say.  The teachers have 23 

problems looking for parking in the morning.  If 24 

you guys bring the charter school in here, 25 
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that's going to be another problem because 1 

that's more teachers looking for parking.  And 2 

then, I heard that P.S. 65 turned into a charter 3 

school completely.  Where are those students 4 

supposed to go?  P.S. 30?  So then our kids are 5 

going to be overcrowded.  That's it. 6 

MS. TORRES:  Mildeth Balthazar. 7 

MS. MILDETH BALTHAZAR:  Good afternoon.  My 8 

name is Mildeth Balthazar.  9 

MS. TORRES:  Excuse me a minute.  I'm sorry.  10 

Let's listen please. 11 

MS. BALTHAZAR:  Y'all took over 65.  You 12 

want to take over P.S. 30.  Now, you say that 13 

for example that you're going to consider IEP 14 

students, but at what cost.  A waiting list.  So 15 

while my child is waiting, as you can see right 16 

now, he can't sit still.  Once it start, where 17 

you going to put him when he don’t stay still?  18 

Out of the classroom?  Call your mother, 19 

whatever something, because what?  He can't stay 20 

still.  So the student who don’t stay still, who 21 

has the IEP, what attention are you going to 22 

give for those student?  What teacher is going 23 

to be occupied with one student that don’t sit 24 

still.  An example, speech.  You going to get 25 
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OT.  You're going to close all the rooms out 1 

and come to the school.  I don’t agree with you 2 

coming to my school.  We teach our students to 3 

share, but I'm not going to share my space with 4 

charter school.  I'm sorry.  I'm not.  I'm not 5 

sharing and basically charter school don’t 6 

belong at P.S. 30, they belong someplace else. 7 

MS. TORRES:  The speaker list is now 8 

exhausted.  Thank you again for your 9 

participation.  This joint public hearing is now 10 

closed. 11 
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