
 

 

 

Public Comment Analysis 

Date:  April 28, 2015 

 

Topic: The Proposed Co-Location of New Visions Charter High School For Advanced Math and 

Science IV (84QTBD) with Existing Schools August Martin High School (27Q400) and 

Voyages Prep – South Queens Transfer High School (27Q261) in Building Q400 

Beginning in the 2015-2016 School Year 

 

Date of Panel Vote:  April 29, 2015 

Summary of Proposal 

On March 6, 2015, the New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) issued an Educational Impact Statement 

(“EIS”) describing a proposal to co-locate a charter high school, New Visions Charter High School for Advanced 

Math and Science IV (84QTBD, “AMS IV”), that will serve students in grades nine through twelve in building 

Q400 (“Q400”), with August Martin High School (27Q400, “August Martin”), an existing district high school that 

currently serves students in ninth through twelfth grade, Voyages Prep – South Queens Transfer School (27Q261, 

“Voyages South”), a transfer high school serving students in grades nine through twelve, and an Alternate Learning 

Center (88Q995, “ALC”), which provides an educational setting for students in grades nine through twelve who are 

on a Superintendent’s Suspension for up to one year, beginning in the 2015-2016 school year. Q400 is located at 

156-10 Baisley Boulevard, Queens, NY 11434 within the geographical confines of Community School District 27 

(“District 27”). A “co- location” means that two or more school organizations are located in the same building and 

may share common spaces like auditoriums, gymnasiums, and cafeterias. 

The DOE is partnering with school leaders, staff, families, and community partners of August Martin through the 

School Renewal Program. As a part of the School Renewal Program, August Martin will adopt a Community School 

model beginning in the 2015-2016 school year. While we do not expect this potential co-location to impact any 

tailored ancillary services, extended instruction time, or other additional resources August Martin may receive as a 

result of the School Renewal Program and the school’s designation as a Community School, the DOE will re-

evaluate the space allocations outlined in the attached Building Utilization Plan (“BUP”) after August Martin’s 

particular community school model has been developed.  

New Visions for Public Schools (“New Visions”) is the charter management organization for AMS IV. Pursuant to 

recent amendments to the Education Law which provide certain new and expanding charter schools with access to 

facilities, New Visions has requested co-located space for AMS IV’s ninth through twelfth grades within a DOE 

facility. 

 Public engagement was conducted throughout the course of creating this proposal, which included: 

o A Community Needs Assessment Forum convened by the DOE on November 17, 2014, in 

which elected officials, representatives from Queens Community Education Councils 

(“CECs”), representatives from Queens District Presidents Councils, and community 

members from District 27 participated, at which the recent changes in the charter law, 

potential district planning needs, and priorities in Queens were discussed. 

o A walkthrough of building Q400 with Chief Executive of Space Management Tom Taratko, a 

representative from CEC 27, and representatives from the Office of District Planning and 

Office of Space Planning on February 13, 2015, and a meeting before the walkthrough with 

August Martin and Voyages South principals and School Leadership Team members to 

discuss the proposal further, take questions and concerns from both school communities, and 

determine whether significant logistical or other concerns would prevent the implementation 

of this proposal if approved by the Panel for Educational Policy (“PEP”).   



 

 

 

 The DOE has offered the following public engagement opportunities: 

o A joint public hearing held at building Q400 on April 17, 2015. This meeting was open to the 

public and attendees were encouraged to provide comment on this proposal as part of the 

public comment portion of the hearing.  

o Dedicated phone and email lines to accept public comment at any time following the posting 

of this proposal until 6 p.m. on the day before the PEP meeting. Comments can be submitted 

in any language by calling 212-374-7621 or emailed in any language to 

D27Proposals@schools.nyc.gov. All comments received at the above noted hearing or 

through phone or email lines were addressed by the DOE in this analysis of public comment, 

which is made available to the public after 6 p.m. on the day before the PEP meeting. 

o PEP meeting at which PEP members will vote on several proposals, including this one, prior 

to implementation of the proposal. This meeting is also open to the public and attendees are 

welcomed to provide comment on this proposal. 

o Information on the joint public hearing and PEP meeting can be found on the DOE website at: 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2014-

2015/April2015SchoolProposals. 

 

In addition, building Q400 houses the following community-based organizations (“CBOs”): King of Kings, Life 

Camp, Relationship Abuse Prevention Program (“RAPP”), and Counseling for Mediation Services (“CMS”).   

In November 2012, the New York State Education Department (“SED”) authorized AMS IV to serve students in 

ninth through twelfth grades.  AMS IV was originally approved by the SED to serve students in ninth through 

twelfth grades in districts in Brooklyn. New Visions has informed the DOE that it has applied for a charter revision 

to serve students in District 27. For the purposes of this proposal, it is assumed that SED will approve New Visions’ 

application.  

AMS IV will offer a rigorous academic program and prepare students for post-secondary work in math and science. 

According to New Visions, New Visions schools provide all students, regardless of their previous academic history, 

the highest quality education in an atmosphere of respect, responsibility and rigor. The schools ensure that graduates 

have the skills and content knowledge necessary to succeed in post-secondary choices by engaging students, 

teachers and administrators in learning experiences that allow risk-taking, embrace multiple attempts at learning, 

cultivate students’ imaginative and creative abilities, and celebrate achievement. Students at AMS IV will gain the 

tools to succeed in college and careers.  The school will offer core courses including math, science, English, art, and 

physical education for all students, as well as Advanced Placement and college-level courses. AMS IV will provide 

students with a foundation for career paths in engineering, medicine, research, and forensics.  

AMS IV will admit students through a lottery application process, with admissions preference given to residents of 

District 27 and then to siblings that apply in the lottery to attend ninth grade at AMS IV.    

If this proposal to open and co-locate AMS IV in Q400 is approved, students will have access to an additional high 

school option in Queens. AMS IV will open in Q400 for the 2015-2016 school year and will serve approximately 

115-140 students in grade nine, adding one grade level every year until reaching its full grade span of ninth through 

twelfth grades in the 2018-2019 school year, when it will serve approximately 460-560 students.  

According to the 2013-2014 Enrollment, Capacity, Utilization Report (the “Blue Book”), Q400 has the capacity to 

serve 1,931 students. During the 2014-2015 school year the building is serving 906 students, yielding an estimated 

building utilization rate of 47%. This means that the building is “under-utilized” and has space to accommodate 

additional students.  

If this proposal is approved, in 2018-2019, when AMS IV is fully phased in the building, AMS IV is projected to 

serve approximately 460-560 ninth through twelfth grade students, August Martin is projected to serve a total of 
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approximately 630-670 ninth through twelfth-grade students, the ALC is projected to serve a total of approximately 

60-80 ninth through twelfth grade students, and Voyages South is projected to serve approximately 230-270 ninth 

through twelfth-grade students. Voyages South is currently phasing in and will reach full scale in the 2015-2016 

school year.  Combined, there will be approximately 1,380-1,580 students served in Q400, which yields an 

estimated projected utilization rate of 71%-82%. Thus, there is sufficient space in Q400 to accommodate Voyages 

South, August Martin, the ALC, and AMS IV. 

The details of this proposal have been released in an EIS, which can be accessed here: 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2014-2015/April2015SchoolProposals. 

Copies of the EIS are also available in the main offices of August Martin, Voyages South, and the ALC. 

 

Summary of Comments Received 

A joint public hearing regarding this proposal was held at the Q400 building on April 17, 2015. At that hearing, 

interested parties had an opportunity to provide input on the proposal. Approximately 80 members of the public 

attended the hearing and ten people spoke. Present at the meeting were Transfer High School Superintendent 

LaShawn Robinson; August Martin Principal and School Leadership Team (“SLT”) representative Gillian Smith 

and Parent Teacher Association (“PTA”) president Tessa Webb-Lewis; Voyages South Principal and SLT 

representative Christopher Losurdo; SED representative Erin Solomon; Queens Borough President PEP appointee 

Deborah Dillingham; Co-chair of the Chancellor’s Parent Advisory Council Nancy Northrop; New York State 

Senator Leroy Comrie; New York State Senator James Sanders representative Vishnu Mahadeo; Council Member 

Ruben Wills representative Leslie Patterson; Community Board 12 members Adrienne Adams and Joan Flowers; 

New Visions representative Ronald Chaluisan; and Melody Lopez, Greg Whitten, and Dean Guzman from the DOE. 

CEC 27 was invited to the joint public hearing and had confirmed attendance but did not attend the hearing due to an 

unforeseen conflict. 

The following comments and remarks were made at the April 17, 2015 joint public hearing regarding the proposal: 

1. New York State Senator Leroy Comrie made the following statements: 

a. He does not support this proposal. 

b. August Martin is trying to be a premiere high school in the city while focusing on the aviation 

program. 

c. Opening AMS IV in Q400 does not make sense. 

d. August Martin leadership, staff, and students are doing the best they can even without DOE 

support. 

e. The DOE is abandoning the history of August Martin. 

f. AMS IV would limit August Martin’s opportunity for growth. 

g. The DOE needs to expand August Martin’s programs such as the aviation program. 

h. He supports the August Martin community. 

2. New York State Senator representative Vishnu Mahadeo made the following statements:  

a. He does not support the proposal. 

b. August Martin has been trying to develop the aviation program by partnering with outside 

organizations such as the Federal Aviation Administration and National Aeronautics and Space 

Administration. 

c. The DOE did not contact elected officials about this proposal until the week of April 10
th

. 

d. The new DOE administration should not replicate the prior administration. 

e. August Martin does not currently have any marketable programs. 

f. The DOE is under-developing the aviation program. 

g. August Martin needs to train students to pursue careers in aviation and connect graduates to 

aviation related companies. 

h. He has asked the DOE to expand the science, technology, engineering, and mathematics program 

at August Martin. 

3. Council Member Ruben Wills representative Leslie Patterson made the following statements: 
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a. Council Member Ruben Wills was hoping to expand the culinary arts and aviation programs at 

August Martin. 

b. The DOE should put more funding into August Martin instead of opening and co-locating a new 

school in the building. 

c. New Visions should use the funding saved in the newly-amended state charter law to acquire their 

own space instead of co-locating in public space. 

d. He does not support this proposal. 

4. August Martin PTA president Tessa Webb-Lewis made the following statements: 

a. August Martin is the only school in New York City to be on the national Parent Teacher 

Association board. 

b. This proposal will not let August Martin expand programs such as the aviation, culinary arts, 

business development, and law programs. 

c. August Martin provides programs that are not currently offered elsewhere in southeast Queens. 

d. More support is needed since August Martin is part of the School Renewal Program. 

e. The PTA is requesting that the DOE support the August Martin model of supporting its students. 

5. Community Board 12 member Adrienne Adams made the following statements: 

a. The current administration ran its platform on being against co-locations. 

b. The mayor should promise one building for one school. 

c. August Martin needs smaller classes and not a new school in the building. 

d. Community Board 12 opposes co-location. 

e. This proposal is separate and unequal education in practice. 

6. Community Board 12 member Joan Flowers made the following statements: 

a. Community Board 12 was not informed of this joint public hearing or proposal. 

b. This proposal will be detrimental to the programs at August Martin. 

c. Community Board 12 questioned how the marketing and lottery process for New Visions was 

happening before the PEP vote. 

d. Having the lottery process before the PEP vote appears to be an attempt to bypass the proposal 

process. 

e. The community is treated with disdain by the DOE due to their engagement practice for this 

proposal. 

f. Multiple businesses are ready to partner with August Martin. 

g. August Martin programs have not been funded like other struggling schools across the city. 

h. There is no need to co-locate AMS IV in the building. 

i. Community Board 12 is not against charter schools, but they are against co-locations and this 

proposal. 

7. New Visions representative Ronald Chaluisan made the following comments: 

a. New Visions is looking forward to partnering with co-located schools, the United Federation of 

Teachers (“UFT”), and District 27. 

b. New Visions staff supports schools across the city and are helpful neighbors. 

c. The majority of students served at New Visions schools are students in the district. 

d. New Visions seeks to partner with community leaders and the SLTs of their co-located schools. 

8. Multiple commenters expressed opposition to this proposal. 

9. Multiple commenters asked the community to rally against this proposal. 

10. Multiple commenters expressed that the August Martin culture, staff, and learning environments are getting 

better. 

11. Multiple commenters expressed concern that this proposal will not let August Martin expand programs 

such as the aviation, culinary arts, business development, and law programs. 

12. Multiple commenters expressed that August Martin needs support from the DOE. 

13. Multiple commenters stated that August Martin currently has great partnerships with businesses. 

14. Multiple commenters asked why AMS IV would take space in building Q400. 

15. Multiple commenters expressed that the teachers at August Martin are high quality. 

16. Multiple commenters expressed concern that the DOE is cutting funding for August Martin’s programs. 

17. Multiple commenters expressed that the DOE needs more funding for August Martin.  

18. Two commenters expressed that current programming at August Martin is good for students. 

19. Two commenters believe charter schools need to be in their own buildings. 



 

 

 

20. One commenter stated that there is not a lot of space in building Q400. 

21. One commenter expressed that the excess space should be used to provide smaller classes. 

22. One commenter believes the DOE is taking away the specialty rooms. 

23. One commenter believes despite recent DOE proposals in the building, August Martin has excelled. 

24. One commenter expressed that there is a need for more black-owned businesses in the community. 

25. One commenter expressed a need for schools to care about the community and students. 

26. One commenter stated that charter schools do not want students with special needs. 

27. One commenter stated that New Visions has not communicated to the entire community. 

28. One commenter believes the EIS is written incorrectly. 

29. One commenter asked for the percentage of special education students served in the New Visions network. 

30. One commenter requested that all organizations in the building be treated equally. 

31. One commenter expressed concern that the DOE will take funding away from August Martin. 

32. One commenter stated that this proposal may be a “done deal.” 

 

Summary of Issues Raised in Written and/or Oral Comments Submitted to the DOE 

The DOE received 5 written comments via email and 48 oral comments via phone: 

 

33. Seth Welins, Education Chair for Community Board 9, made the following statements: 

a. He is concerned the DOE scheduled the joint public hearing for this proposal on a Friday. 

b. He does not believe there was adequate notice of the joint public hearing. 

c. He expects the DOE to reschedule the joint public hearing to provide a more convenient time and 

to offer reasonable advance notice to the community at large. 

34. Multiple commenters stated that they do not support this proposal. 

35. Multiple commenters expressed concern that future programming at August Martin will be impacted. 

36. One commenter expressed support for current August Martin leadership. 

37. One commenters expressed that current programming at August Martin is good for students. 

 

Analysis of Issues Raised and Significant Alternatives Proposed 

Comments 7a-d are in favor of the proposal and do not require a response. 

Comment 24 is unrelated to the proposal and does not require a response. 

Comments 1b, 1d, 1h, 4a, 4c, 6f, 10, 13, 15, 18, 23, 36, and 37 discuss the positive aspects of August Martin, its 

school leadership team and its standing in the community. Comments 4d-e, 12, 25, and 30 relate to the need for 

school support at August Martin, equal treatment of schools, and the relationship between schools and the 

communities they serve. Comments 2e-g relate to program support at August Martin. 

The DOE commends the school staff for their hard work and dedication to the students and families of August 

Martin and Voyages South. The DOE recognizes the collaborative role that principals and staff take in developing 

schools. Schools throughout the city are not just educational institutions but rich and tight-knit communities. August 

Martin and Voyages South, like all DOE schools, will continue to receive support and assistance from their 

superintendents and from other offices within the DOE as needed. 

As stated in the EIS, the DOE is partnering with school leaders, staff, families, and community partners of August 

Martin through the School Renewal Program.  As a part of the School Renewal Program, August Martin will adopt a 

Community School model beginning in the 2015-2016 school year. While we do not expect this potential co-

location to impact any tailored ancillary services, extended instruction time, or other additional resources August 

Martin may receive as a result of the School Renewal Program and the school’s designation as a Community School, 

the DOE will re-evaluate the space allocations outlined in the BUP after August Martin’s particular community 

school model has been developed.  



 

 

 

In regards to August Martin’s current programs, as well as the development of new programs and support for new 

programs, this proposal is not expected to impact current enrollment or instructional programming at any of the 

programs currently offered by August Martin, including the Aerospace and Technology Academy, the 

Communication Arts Academy, the Business and Law Scholars Academy, the Medical/Technical Academy, and the 

Culinary Arts Academy. The DOE will continue to work with school leaders, staff, families, and community 

partners of August Martin if there is a need to develop new programmatic options in the school. 

Comments 3b, 17, and 31 relate to funding at August Martin. Comments 1f, 1g, 2b, 2h, 3a, and 6g relate to the 

funding and potential expansion of current August Martin programs. Comments 4b, 6b, 11, 16, and 35 express 

concern that programs will be cut at August Martin. 

This proposal should not impact the operating budget or costs of instruction at August Martin or Voyages South. 

Most funding in schools’ budgets is allocated on a per pupil basis, based on Fair Student Funding (“FSF”) per capita 

allocation levels.  Schools receive additional funds for students with disabilities, ELL students, and those with other 

academic needs. 

As stated above, this proposal is not expected to impact current enrollment or instructional programming at any of 

the programs currently offered by August Martin, including the Aerospace and Technology Academy, the 

Communication Arts Academy, the Business and Law Scholars Academy, the Medical/Technical Academy, and the 

Culinary Arts Academy. Indeed, the DOE does not anticipate the need to decrease the number of programs offered 

at August Martin or Voyages South as a result of this proposal.  The DOE does not anticipate that this proposal will 

impact the ability to add or change programs or partner with new outside organizations in the future should the 

school leaders at Q400 choose to do so. 

Comments 1a, 1c, 1e, 2a, 2d, 3d, 5a, 5b, 5d, 5e, 6h, 6i, 8, 9, 14, 28, and 34 express general opposition to this 

proposal and to co-locations.  

Co-location is the everyday experience of more than half the schools in New York City. Of all district schools, 

approximately two-thirds are co-located with another school, most with another district school. As stated in the EIS, 

the DOE believes in New Visions’ record of success and supports the permanent placement of a New Visions 

charter high school in District 27. 

 

Pursuant to recent amendments to the Education Law which provide certain new and expanding charter schools with 

access to facilities, New Visions has requested co-located space for AMS IV’s ninth through twelfth grades within a 

DOE facility. AMS IV will offer a rigorous academic program and prepare students for post-secondary work in 

math and science. According to New Visions, New Visions schools provide all students, regardless of their previous 

academic history, the highest quality education in an atmosphere of respect, responsibility and rigor. The schools 

ensure that graduates have the skills and content knowledge necessary to succeed in post-secondary choices by 

engaging students, teachers and administrators in learning experiences that allow risk-taking, embrace multiple 

attempts at learning, cultivate students’ imaginative and creative abilities, and celebrate achievement. Students at 

AMS IV will gain the tools to succeed in college and careers.  The school will offer core courses including math, 

science, English, art, and physical education for all students, as well as Advanced Placement and college-level 

courses. AMS IV will provide students with a foundation for career paths in engineering, medicine, research, and 

forensics. 

 

Comment 20 expresses concern regarding space in Q400 as a result of this co-location. Comments 5c and 21 express 

concerns regarding August Martin’s class sizes. Comment 22 concerns the usage of specialty rooms in the building. 

 

As stated in the EIS, if this proposal is approved, in 2018-2019 when AMS IV is fully phased in the building, AMS 

IV is projected to serve approximately 460-560 ninth through twelfth grade students, August Martin is projected to 

serve a total of approximately 630-670 ninth through twelfth-grade students, the ALC is projected to serve a total of 

approximately 60-80 ninth through twelfth-grade students, and Voyages South is projected to serve approximately 

230-270 ninth through twelfth-grade students.  Voyages South is currently phasing in and will reach full scale in the 

2015-2016 school year. Combined, there will be approximately 1,380-1,580 students served in Q400 in 2018-2019,  



 

 

 

which yields an estimated projected utilization rate of 71%-82%. Thus, there is sufficient space in Q400 to 

accommodate Voyages South, August Martin, the ALC, and AMS IV.  

In regards to comments 5c and 21, as stated in the EIS, the proposed co-location of AMS IV in Q400 is not expected 

to impact the enrollment or educational options of students currently attending August Martin and Voyages South. 

This includes August Martin’s ability to maintain its current class size. Under this proposal, there will be sufficient 

space in Q400 to accommodate August Martin’s projected student enrollment. This proposal does not necessitate 

larger class sizes or, given the amount of excess space available at Q400 when the proposal is fully at scale in 2018-

2019, preclude smaller class sizes. Class size is ultimately up to the discretion of a school’s principal and 

administration and available funding.  

 

In regards to comment 22, as stated in the BUP, there are 7 full-size specialty rooms currently used only by August 

Martin. The Building Council, in conjunction with the DOE’s Office of Space Planning, may decide to continue to 

allocate these rooms to August Martin, or distribute these rooms amongst the co-located schools in the building, or 

treat these rooms as shared spaces. These 7 specialty rooms are in excess of all schools’ baseline and adjusted 

baseline footprint allocations. 

Comment 32 suggests that a decision has already been made regarding this proposal. 

 

While the DOE supports the proposed co-location of AMS IV in building Q400, the DOE notes that no decision has 

been made on this proposal and the DOE will continue to collect public feedback on this proposal before the PEP 

votes. Any proposed change to school utilization must go through the process outlined by Chancellor’s Regulation 

A-190 and be approved by the PEP before it can take effect. 

 

Comments 2c, 6a, and 6e concern engagement with the community about this proposal. Comments 33a-c express 

concern regarding the selected date for the joint public hearing and notification of the community regarding the 

hearing. Comment 27 relates to New Visions’ engagement with the community. 

 

The DOE is committed to engaging with the community for all proposals to implement a significant change in 

school utilization, as detailed in Chancellor’s Regulation A-190. Chancellor’s Regulation A-190 sets out the public 

review and comment process that the DOE undertakes with respect to all such proposals by the Chancellor, 

including co-locations. The DOE appreciates all feedback from the community regarding a proposal.  

 

As stated in the EIS, public engagement was conducted throughout the course of creating this proposal, which 

included: 

 

 A Community Needs Assessment Forum convened by the DOE on November 17, 2014, in which 

elected officials, representatives from Queens CECs, representatives from Queens District Presidents 

Councils, and community members from District 27 participated, at which the recent changes in the 

charter law, potential district planning needs, and priorities in Queens were discussed. 

 

 A walkthrough of building Q400 with Chief Executive of Space Management Tom Taratko, a 

representative from CEC 27, and representatives from the Office of District Planning and Office of 

Space Planning on February 13, 2015, and a meeting before the walkthrough with August Martin and 

Voyages South principals and School Leadership Team members to discuss the proposal further, take 

questions and concerns from both school communities, and determine whether significant logistical or 

other concerns would prevent the implementation of this proposal if approved by the PEP. 

 

 A joint public hearing held at building Q400. This meeting was open to the public and attendees were 

encouraged to provide comment on this proposal as part of the public comment portion of the hearing.  

 

Although the DOE recognizes that some members in the community oppose this proposal, the DOE believes that, if 

this proposal is approved, the school communities at August Martin, Voyages South, the ALC, and AMS IV will be  



 

 

 

able to create productive and collaborative partnerships and build on the collaboration already occurring on the 

Q400 campus. 

 

In regards to comments 33a-c, the school leadership at August Martin consulted with the SLT and determined that 

April 17 was the best date to hold the joint public hearing at Q400. Both CEC 27 and Voyages South indicated they 

were also available on this date. Consistent with applicable laws and regulations, all proposal related documents 

were published on the DOE’s website on March, 6 2015, and hard copies were made available in the main offices in 

Q400. When an EIS is issued, it is made available to the staff, faculty and parents at all the impacted schools, on the 

DOE’s Web site, and in each school’s respective main office. Parents were notified of the proposal and the joint 

public hearing via parent letters and joint public hearing notices that were backpacked home with students by March 

11, 2015. The DOE dedicated a proposal-specific website, voicemail, and email address to collect feedback on this 

proposal.  

 

In regards to comment 27, according to New Visions, their engagement related to this proposal included meetings 

with and outreach to the following community stakeholders: CEC 27, several local middle schools, CBOs serving 

the local community, Community Boards 9 and 12, local elected officials, and faith based organizations in the area. 

Although there are no set policies regarding the communication a charter network is required to do prior to a PEP 

vote, as stated at the joint public hearing on April 17
th

 by the New Visions representative, New Visions is looking 

forward to partnering with co-located schools, the UFT, and District 27. 

 

Comments 6c and 6d relate to New Visions’ admissions and lottery process. Comment 26 and 29 relate to New 

Visions’ provision of services to students with special education needs. 

 

As stated in the EIS, if this proposal is approved, current eighth grade students who have participated in the lottery 

process will have the opportunity to enroll in AMS IV for the 2015-2016 school year.  The school will provide the 

following lottery preferences: 

 

 Students who reside in District 27;  

 Students whose sibling is selected in the same lottery; and 

 Students residing outside of District 27 (if space remains). 

 

Once the available spaces are filled by students whose names are drawn or by students whose siblings are selected 

for enrollment, the remaining applicants are placed on a waiting list in the order in which their names are drawn. 

The date on which New Visions holds their lottery process is independent of PEP approval. 

 

In regards to comment 26, the New York State Charter Schools Act requires that charter schools demonstrate good 

faith efforts to attract and retain students with disabilities, English language learners, and students who are eligible 

applicants for the free and reduced price lunch at rates comparable to those of the Community School District in 

which the charter school is located, pursuant to enrollment and retention targets established by the Board of Regents 

or SED, as applicable. As stated at the joint public hearing on April 17
th

 by the New Visions representative, New 

Visions’ student population is made up of approximately 18% students with special needs across the network. 

 

Comments 3c and 19 relate to New Visions’ ability to use space outside of Q400. 

 

As stated in the EIS, pursuant to recent amendments to the Education Law which provide certain new and expanding 

charter schools with access to facilities, New Visions has requested co-located space for AMS IV’s ninth through 

twelfth grades within a DOE facility. The DOE believes in New Visions’ record of success and supports the 

permanent placement of a New Visions charter high school in District 27. 

 

Changes Made to the Proposal 

No changes have been made to the proposal.  


