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IRWIN ALTMAN MIDDLE SCHOOL 172

81-14 257 Street

Floral Park, New York 11004

718 831-4000      FAX: (718) 831-4008______________________________________________

Mr. Jeffrey D. Slivko, Principal



    Ms. Mary Tully Alarcon, Assistant Principal
    Mr. Myles Nash, Assistant Principal IA
    Ms. Maritza Soto, Assistant Principal IA 
Dear 8th Grade Families, 

Welcome back! I hope that you all had an enjoyable and relaxing summer. I wanted to introduce myself to those of you who do not already know me. My name is         ____________          and I am your child’s 8th grade guidance counselor.   I will be working with you and your family on the high school admissions process throughout the year.

As you begin to think about which high schools are right for your child, it is important to do your research. Using the New York City Public High Schools Directory, you can begin to research schools and programs of interest to you. You should have received a Directory as well as the Specialized High Schools Student Handbook last spring. If you have not received these two publications, please contact me. 

Here are some other useful resources you can use while investigating schools:

· High School Admissions Website: www.nyc.gov/schools/ChoicesEnrollment/High
· High School Admissions Apps: http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/Home/AdmissionsApps 

· School Search: http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolsearch/ 
(click the Advanced School Search button for high school options) 

· Open House/Information Session Calendar http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/Calendar/ 

· Travel Time and Travel Directions: www.mta.info 

Set aside time this fall to attend Admissions events. The NYC Department of Education will be hosting a Citywide High School Fair at Brooklyn Technical High School on September 26 and 27, 2015, from 10 am–3 pm where you can meet representatives, students, and teachers from all high schools in New York City. There will be borough-specific fairs on October 17 and 18, 2015. Visit http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/High/events/default.htm for details.

In addition, you should visit schools by attending open houses to get a firsthand look at the school. Collect tour dates from schools, or check http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/Calendar/. It is your responsibility to learn about Information Sessions, Open Houses, and school tours. Some schools require that you register for these events . You will find school contact information Directory under “Contact Information.”  You should stay connected throughout the process by subscribing to receive email updates with important High School Admissions deadlines and information here: http://schools.nyc.gov/Subscribe/default.htm.  
I will continue to be in contact with you throughout the process, so please keep a lookout for any other High School Admissions information I distribute.  The deadline to submit your application this year is         Wednesday, November 25, 2015_.
I look forward to working with you and your student as you navigate the High School Admissions process.

Thank you,

October/November Email/Letter









