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          A NEW DAY IS DAWNING AT VIRGIL I. GRISSOM MIDDLE SCHOOL
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A progressive visionary has climbed aboard and taken the helm at Virgil I. Grissom Middle School (M.S. 226Q) located at 121-10 Rockaway Boulevard in South Ozone Park, Queens and “Reaching for the Stars” is no longer a cliché on paper.  Ms. Rushell White, the new principal at Grissom, is truly an agent for change.  In her first few weeks at the job, Ms. White, initiated, implemented and followed through on positive bold changes that have begun to create a school environment where lifelong learners can learn, must learn and will learn.  She has reached out to teachers, staff, parents, community leaders, and students in an effort to unify, partner with and build a solid community.  On Saturday, October 2, 2010, the first step toward that vision materialized through Virgil I. Grissom’s first Community Barbeque. 
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This event brought together teachers, staff, students, parents and local entrepreneurs to celebrate “New Beginnings” here at Grissom.  Teacher volunteers donated, cooked and served food and doled out drinks.  The physical education department organized competitive games and information booths were set up by local service groups.  Youth from the Beacon Program performed and a student stepped to the plate as D.J.  Because of the generous outpouring of donations from local businesses, Grissom was able to raffle off an array of coveted gifts.  The mild weather provided an umbrella for an over the top smashingly successful day.  The event was symbolic of the hard work and dedication of the whole team coming together for a common cause.   Virgil I. Grissom is on its way to becoming a pillar of hope and success in our South Ozone Park community.


With this said, Grissom is sure to be a coveted institution for learning. 
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