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Research on Research 
 The most important skills expected of incoming college 

freshmen are: 
• articulating a clear thesis 
• identifying, evaluating, and using evidence to support or 
 challenge the thesis 
• considering and incorporating counter-arguments into 
 their writing 
• “develop[ing] ideas by using some specific reasons, 
 details, and examples” 
• “take[ing] and maintain[ing] a position on an issue” 
• “support[ing] claims with multiple and appropriate sources 

of evidence”1 

1 From a 2002 survey of instructors of freshman composition and other introductory courses across the curriculum at California’s community 
colleges,  California State University campuses, and University of California campuses, the California State University and the University of 
California, 2002  
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Research Writing and the 
Common Core  

“Because of the centrality of writing to most 
forms of inquiry, research standards are 

prominently included in this strand, though skills 
important to research are infused throughout the 

document.” 
Common Core for ELA & Literacy, p. 6 

PLEASE LOOK AT THE COMMON CORE LEARNING STANDARDS HANDOUT   
HOW DO YOU BELIEVE THEY ALIGN TO THE CHANCELLOR’S INSTRUCTIONAL 
EXPECTATIONS?  



Research and the Shifts 

Shifts in ELA/Literacy  Description  How this is reflected in the Regents Research  
Requirement   

Balancing 
Informational & 
Literary Text 

Students read a true balance of 
informational and literacy text 

- Reliable print and authentic sources 
- Non-ELA content areas 

Knowledge in the 
Disciplines 

Students build knowledge about the 
world (domains/content areas) 
through TEXT rather than a teacher 
or activities 

- Knowledge built from reliable print and 
authentic sources 

- Research questions that are centered around 
non-ELA content areas 

Staircase of 
Complexity  

Students read the central  - Exposure to complex texts requiring close reading  

Text-based Answers Students engage in rich and rigorous 
evidence based conversations about 
text 

- Emphasis on reliable print and authentic sources 
and informational sources, discourse with peers 
and teachers about content found in text 

Writing from Sources Writing emphasizes use of evidence 
from sources to inform or make an 
argument  

- Write, inform or make an argument based in 
evidence from reliable sources  
 
 
 

Academic Vocabulary Students constantly build the 
transferable vocabulary they need to 
access grade level complex texts. 
Done  by spiraling like content in 
increasingly complex texts. 

- Domain specific vocabulary in the complex texts 
students read closely that are related to their topic 
or thesis  
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Science Research III 
Final Drafts of Project 
Contest Applications 
Continued work with Mentor 

 

Science Research II 
Creating a Binder 
Selecting a Mentor  
Field Research  

Science Research  I 
Choosing a Topic  
Journal Reviews 
Oral and Written Presentations 

 

The High School Research Program  

Technology, Research, and 
Writing Skills Class  

Grade 10 

Grade 11 

Grade 12 
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Grade 9 

Summer Research with Mentor  

Summer Research with Mentor  



What are the advantages of HS 
Science Research? 

• For the School? 
• For the Teachers? 
• For the Students? 
 
Turn and Talk for 3 minutes  
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Science Research develops 
students college and career 

readiness skills in literacy and 
mathematics through journal 

research and interpretation, data 
analysis, written communication 

and oral presentations  
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With a self-initiated research 
project, students gain:  

• An in-depth understanding of a topic 
• An appreciation of science  
• The ability to participate in an expanded scientific 

community  
• The ability to think independently  
• Research skills that are transferable to all areas of post-

secondary education 
• Opportunities to apply for viable internships in state-

of-the-art research facilities 
• Increased character development, poise and 

confidence levels through scientific discourse 
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Silent Reading  

• Please read the journal article, 
“More Efficient Helicopter 
Blades Based on Whale 
Tubercles” or “The effect of 
font type on a school’s ink 
cost” for the next 8 minutes 
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Responses  

• Chart the responses to the following: 
1. What do you notice? 
2. What would teaching need to look like to 
produce this type of research? writing?  
3. What skills would the students need to learn 
to be successful at this type of research? 
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Journal of Emerging Investigators Website  

http://www.emerginginvestigators.org/  
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http://www.emerginginvestigators.org/
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NEWSELA Website  
http://www.newsela.com  
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http://www.newsela.com/


University in the High School Program  
SUNY Albany  

• The three-year research program lets students 
earn 12 college credits from the University of 
Albany and is a great addition to a transcript.  

• This course helps students learn good 
researching skills, time management and goal 
setting, become more confident in public 
speaking, and offers many other avenues for 
personal growth. 
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University in the High School  
http://www.albany.edu/uhs/   
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 SUMMATION  
• The intention of this Program is to: 

– Have students develop skills in research that will 
transfer to all areas of education. 

– Provide the students with the skills to think 
independently and make informed decisions. 

– Help the students develop good interpersonal and 
scholastic skills that will transfer to post-
secondary education and beyond. 
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