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                “ON THE SHOULDERS OF GIANTS” ESSAY CONTEST





“Our youth can be our fate or our future”.


Mr. Abdul-Jabbar begins his introduction to On the Shoulders of Giants: My Journey through the Harlem Renaissance, with this quote from Ron Karenga, scholar, co-organizer of the Million Man March, and Kwanzaa founder. 





“Something is our fate when we blindly stumble into it without having any control.  But the future is something we first envision and then go about creating--if we know what we want and how to get there.” (Abdul-Jabbar, 2007, p.6).   “The Harlem Renaissance contributed to the man I am today—and the man I hope to be tomorrow.  Opening the door to that period of history opened many subsequent doors to guide me….To use words to create a giant set of shoulders that any reader could climb aboard.” (Abdul-Jabbar, 2007. p.4)   





The “cultural revolution” that unfolded in the Harlem section of New York City between 1920 and1940 attracted some of the country’s greatest artists, musicians, writers, actors and athletes.  Harlem provided the roots. The interconnectedness between literature, Jazz and basketball, “the intensity and playfulness of the music” and “the camaraderie and sense of communal purpose I get from working with dedicated teammates toward a common goal” (p.4) blended to provide the sturdy foundation on which Mr. Abdul-Jabbar built his first career.  





Consider your own foundations.    On whose shoulders do you stand and how will your shoulders in turn provide a foundation for others?  





Your essay submission should contain between 500 to 700 words, include documentation and MLA style citations.  You may find meaningful information about the film at http://www.kareemabduljabbar.com/studyguide/





Deadline for submission is March 1, 2011.  Each school will evaluate and select a first, second and third place entry.  Only essays scoring a 5 using the New York State Regents Thematic Evaluation rubric should be submitted.  


 Each essay must contain the attached cover sheet.  Winners will be announced in May.  First, second and third place prizes will be awarded.

















The MISSION of the Association of Teachers of Social Studies/United Federation of Teachers is to provide a network wherein Social Studies educators and related professionals may advocate for Social Studies education and share scholarship, information, strategies and practices related to the issues important to Social Studies instruction.








