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We Represent… 
“I live in Manhattan.” 
 “I live in Brooklyn.” 
  “I live in Queens.” 
   “I live in the Bronx.” 
    “I live in Staten Island.” 

 
• “In 2014, my child will be applying to high school.” 
• “I currently attend a private school.” 
• “I currently attend a charter school.” 
• “I am a student interested in learning more about High School 

Admissions.” 
• “This is my first time participating in High School Admissions as a 

parent.” 
• “I know I need to think about High School Admissions but I don’t know 

where to start.” 
• “I’m here to learn about how to get into my top choice schools.” 
 



Turn & Talk 
 

Complete this sentence and 
 discuss your answer with a partner: 

 

“High School is…”   

    



Data based on the 2013-2014 High School Directory 

New York City has the  
Largest Public School System 

in the U.S. 

80,000 
Applicants 

700+ High 
School 

Programs 

Application  
12 

Program 
Choices  

1 Offer*  

*Students may receive additional Specialized High School offers    



Do I Qualify  
for NYC High School Admissions?  

NYC resident throughout the application/offer period 
 

Current 8th grader or first time 9th grader. 
 
Homeschooled, charter, private school students and students 
new to NYC so long as they fall into the two categories above. 

  



Variety in High Schools 
Reflects NYC Students Interests and Needs!
!!

  



How Do I Apply?!

High School Application 

• List up to 12 program 
choices in priority order 

Specialized High Schools 

• Test: 
8 Specialized High Schools 

• Audition:  
Fiorello H. LaGuardia High 
School of Music, Art and 
the Performing Arts 
 

  



High School Admissions Application 

12 Choices!

  



Family 

Middle School 
Guidance 
Counselor 

Office of Student 
Enrollment Community 

Based 
Organizations 

Friends 

Meet Jot! 
A rising 8th grader who resides in 
Coney Island, attends a Brooklyn 
middle school, and is eager to start 
High School Admissions! 

Who supports Jot throughout 
High School Admissions?  

!



Jot’s 8th Grade Year… 
• Register for SHSAT and/or LaGuardia audition with 

school counselor 
September –  

Early October 

• Attend the Citywide High School Fair Late September 

• Receive high school application Mid-October 

• Attend the Borough High School Fairs,  
• Obtain SHSAT test ticket or LaGuardia audition ticket  Late October 

• Take Specialized High School Admissions Test (if applicable) 
Late October –  

Early November 

• Submit high school applications to counselor December 

• Receive Round 1 results 
• Participate in Round 2 & attend Round 2 Fair (if applicable) 

Early March 

• Receive Round 2 results (if necessary) 

• Opportunity to appeal May 



One Offer!
In Round 1 last year: 

45% of students received an offer to their first choice  

84% received an offer to one of their top five choices 

90% received an offer to one of their choices 

10% did not receive an offer 

  



How Offers are 
Determined 



How Will Jot’s Offer  
Be Determined?   

Determine the order 
in which applicants 
are considered for 
placement  in the 
match process.  

 
 

Student 
Choices on 
Application 

Admissions 
Priorities 

The various ways that 
programs consider 
applicants.    

Screened 
Screened: Lang. & 
Academics 
Audition 
Educational Option 
Screened for Language 
Limited Unscreened 
Unscreened 
Zoned  

Admissions 
Methods 

Student Offer  

Determines how 
many seats are 
available for each 
program. 

Seat 
Availability 

Because student 
choices are not 
viewable to the 
programs, the 
application allows 
students to express 
their true 
preferences. 
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Seat Availability 
How Does it Affect the Offer?  

Review the number of available 

seats in a program. 

Demand, or the number of 

applicants per seat, will affect your 

likelihood of being matched. 

The average demand for programs 

is 8 applicants per seat. 

Listing only programs with high 

demand will decrease your chances 

of receiving an offer. 

Program with High Demand 

Grade 2014 
Seats 

2014 
Applicants 

9 275 5,170 

Examples: 

Program with Average Demand 

Grade 2014 
Seats 

2014 
Applicants 

9 81 600 

  



A school may have: 
Programs with different priorities    
Several levels of priorities for each program 

Admissions Priorities: 
In what order are applicants considered for placement? 

  

  Turn to page 4   

If you don’t fall into any of the priority levels, you are 
not eligible to apply to the program 

Example!



  Turn to page 6 

  
 



Tips for Different  

Admissions Methods 

• Rank applicants based on how applicants compare to the program’s 
selection criteria. 

• May require additional components such as interview, portfolio, essay, or 
school-based assessment to rank applicants. 

Screened & Audition Programs… 

• Can only rank based upon applicants’ open house/fair participation. To 
reduce any chance of error, student’s name should be written clearly and 
include your Student ID (OSIS) if possible when you sign in. 

Limited Unscreened Programs…  

• No longer guarantee admissions to top 2% ELA performers due to 2014 
changes in State law; however, such programs still make offers to 
applicants from high, middle and low ELA test-score groups. 

Ed Opt Programs… 

• Some Zoned programs offer priority while others offer a guaranteed offer. 
Not everyone in NYC has a Zoned high school. To find your Zoned school 
check schools.nyc.gov/schoolsearch. If you would like to attend your 
Zoned program, you must include it on application.  

Zoned Programs… 

http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolsearch
http://schools.nyc.gov/schoolsearch


Student Preference 

What Matters to Me?!
 Please list the top four things you are looking for 
in a high school program on your Notecatcher. 



Jot is Looking For… 
Location: A program in any borough, up to an 
hour away.  (Mom works in Queens and could 
drive him daily)   

Sports: Basketball 

Interests: Government, Medicine   

Special Courses: Advanced Placement   
courses in Science 

Clubs:  Photography 

 

  
 



Using the 
Directory: 
Half-Time Quiz 

  Turn to page 431 





How many different programs does this school 
have? 

Which program has Zoned guarantee? 

If Jot lives in Brooklyn, does he qualify for any of 
this school’s programs? 

Name one program at this school that evaluates 
students for admissions based upon grades, test 
scores and attendance/punctuality.  

Name one program that is able to prioritize 
students who attend open houses and cannot see 
students’ grades, test scores, etc. 

Which program requires students to audition? 

Which program has 50% of its candidates chosen 
randomly based upon ELA test score to represent 
high, middle and low scores? 

Do you feel any of these programs suit your 
interest? 

7 programs 

Zoned (Q12Z) 

No, only open to Queens residents 

"#$%&'#()#*+,!"#-%#))&%#-!.!/)01#','-2!3456789!
:;(+#%*%)<!.!='#>?&'@%*!A+#+-)()#*!3456B8!

7'(?;*)&!C&'-&+((%#-!.!D)E!B)<%-#!3456"8!
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Sports Medicine & Management (Q12G) 

Y/N - Which ones? 



Making a 
Thoughtful List 



Tips for a Thoughtful List 
Tip #1: Explore as many options to create a list of all possible 

programs of interest. 

Students who chose between 7-9 programs across multiple schools 
on their application are matched to one of their choices 85-90% of 
the time.  

Listing more programs on your application will offer a higher 
likelihood of matching in Round 1. 

  
 

 

  



   

Tips for a Thoughtful List 
Tip #2: Rank program choices in order of true preference. 

Schools cannot see how you rank their programs on your list.    

Do not list programs you are not interested in attending just for the 
sake of getting in somewhere.   

 
 



  

What makes a program 
very selective? 

• Program has more than 8 
applicants for every seat 
available. 

• Your grades and test 
scores fall on the lower to 
middle end of the 
program’s selection 
criteria.  

• You are not in the 
school’s or program’s first 
priority group. 

What makes a program 
somewhat selective? 

• Program has less than 8 
applicants for every seat 
available.   

• You have Zoned Priority 
but the offer is not 
guaranteed.   

• Your grades and test 
scores fall on the higher 
end of the school’s 
selection criteria. 

What programs might 
offer you guaranteed 

admission? 

• Zoned Guaranteed 
programs 

• If you attend a middle 
school that continues to 
grades 9-12 and you add 
it to your list.   

Tip #3:  Include a balance of program selectivity on your list! 

Tips for a Thoughtful List 



Jot’s List !

  

  
      

      
   

     
  

             
   

              
        

     
     

      
  



A Closer Look  
at Jot’s Screened Program Choice 

Jot’s 7th Grade Year 

• English: 80 
• Math: 90 
• Science: 85 
• Social Studies: 90 
• Math Score: 3 
• ELA Score: 3 
• 7 days absent 
• 2 days late 

Midwood’s Medical 
Science Program (K26K):  
Selection Criteria/Demand 

• English: 90-100 
• Math: 90-100 
• Science: 90-100 
• Social Studies: 90-100 
• Math St.Test Score: 3-4 
• ELA St. Test Score: 3-4 
• Review of Attendance & 

Punctuality 
• 4,464 Applicants  
• 338 Seats 

  



True/False?!
Do you agree with these suggestions for Jot’s list: 

Move his first choice to the top of his application.  

It does not hurt to show his true preference. 

Try to find more programs that reflect his interests and ideal 
location.  

Doing so increases his chances of being matched in Round 1. 

If he finds more options for his list, make sure he has a mix of 
Admissions Methods represented and add programs of interest 
that are less selective. 

Doing so increases his changes of being matched 

Move his continuing school program to his last choice.  

His desire to attend a different school is greater than his desire to stay at 
his current school for high school. 

Remove Bayside from his list.  

He is not eligible since it is only open to Queens students and residents 
and Jot lives in Brooklyn.  

 



…he has an Individualized Education Plan (IEP)? 

As a student with an IEP, Jot may apply to any high 
school program in New York City.   

If Jot currently attends a District 75 school, he 
should work with the District 75 team to submit his 
application.  

All schools must provide services for their students 
who have an IEP. 

  

Would Jot’s List Change If…?!



… if he is new to the country and/or an  
English Language Learner (ELL)? 

As an ELL, Jot may apply to any high school in 
New York City. 

If Jot wishes to attend a school or program that 
focuses on the needs of ELLs, he may seek 
more information about International Schools, 
bilingual programs or dual language programs 
in the Directory. 

All schools must provide services for their 
students who are ELLs. 

 

  

Would Jot’s List Change If…?!



 
He can participate in Round 2 by filling out a Round 2 
application and choosing a new list of programs based upon 
seat availability. 

A Round 2 offer will replace a Round 1 offer. 

If Jot is still unmatched in Round 2, he will be placed in a 
program with open seats. 

All students receive an offer at the end of Round 2. 

 

 

  

What Can Jot Do If…  
He Does Not Receive a Round 1 Offer or is Unhappy 
with His Offer?  !



Next Steps & 
Resources 



Next Steps for Rising 8th Graders 

Visit Schools 
Contact schools directly to find out if they have open houses or 
student-guided tours. Talk to the principal, teachers, current students. 
Test the commute. 

Attend Fairs 
Attend the Citywide and Borough fairs in the fall. Meet with 
representatives from different schools in the same place, on the same 
day and make sure to sign in.  

Talk to your 
Guidance 
Counselor 

Work with your guidance counselor to receive, complete and submit 
your high school application and all testing/audition registration in the 
Fall.   

Research Use nyc.gov/schools/highschool, school websites or other online 
resources for high school information.   

  

http://file://localhost/Users/admin/Downloads/nyc.gov/schools/highschool


For more information…  
Contact the Office of Student Enrollment  
Phone: 718-935-2399  
Email: HS_Enrollment@schools.nyc.gov  
Website: 
http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/High/ 
 
Sign up for email updates online at:  
nyc.gov/schools/subscribe  
 
Find your Zoned School at: 
nyc.gov/schools/SchoolSearch 
 
Explore a High school Admissions app: 
"##$%&&'("))*'+,-(+.)/&0")1(2'3,4)**52,#&6)52&7851''1
),'7$$'!
 

  

http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/High/
http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/Home/AdmissionsApps
http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/Home/AdmissionsApps


Question & 
Answer 
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