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Resources to Celebrate Black History Month

February is Black History month! Throughout the year, but especially in
February, we celebrate the stories of influential African Americans and
highlight the literary contributions of African American authors and illustrators.
Black History Month grew out of Dr. Carter G. Woodson’s brainchild “Negro
History Week” started in the 1920s. Dr. Woodson, a son of former slaves and a
graduate of Harvard University, wanted to ensure the stories of African
Americans were included and accurately represented in American history.

New Releases:

The Book Itch: Freedom, Truth, & Harlem’s Greatest Bookstore is a collaboration
between author Vaunda Micheaux Nelson and illustrator R. Gregory Christie.
Set in Harlem in the mid-twentieth century, the story is based on the famous
National Memorial African Bookstore. Through the eyes of a young boy, this
beautiful picture book discusses the power of books in history as well as
depicting the bookstore as it became a hub for intellectual thinking in the Black
community.

Rhythm Ride: A Road Trip Through the Motown Sound, award-winning author
Andrea Davis Pinkney tells the story of music in Detroit. Motown not only
defined a generation but also influenced the world. Pinkney tells Motown’s
story though the perspective of “the groove” and takes readers along for an
informative, yet unforgettable, ride. Great for readers in the middle grades.

Between the World and Me by Ta-Nehisi Coates was called “required reading”
by author Toni Morrison. Coates’ new book won the 2015 National Book Award
for nonfiction. Written as a letter from father to son, it explores realities of
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growing up Black in America and confronts challenging racial issues of today—
a thought-provoking read for high school students.

Elementary Grades
28 Days: Moments in Black History that Changed the World by Charles R. Smith,

illustrated by Shane Evans

All Different Now: Juneteenth, the First Day of Freedom by Angela Johnson,
illustrated by E.B. Lewis

Child of the Civil Rights Movement by Paula Young Shelton

Each Kindness by Jacqueline Woodson

Freedom’s School by Lesa Cline-Ransome, illustrated by James E. Ransome

Last Stop on Market Street by Matt de la Pena, illustrated by Christian Robinson
Little Melba and Her Big Trombone by Katheryn Russell-Brown, illustrated by
Frank Morrison

Little Shaq by Shaquille O'Neal, illustrated by Theodore Taylor

Malcolm Little: The Boy Who Grew Up to Become Malcolm X by Ilyasah Shabazz,
illustrated by AG Ford

Voce of Freedom: Fannie Lou Hamer: The Spirit of the Civil Rights Movement by
Carole Boston Weatherford, illustrated by Ekua Holmes

Middle Grades

Chains, Forge, and Ashes (Seeds of America Trilogy) by Laurie Halse Anderson
Claudette Colvin: Twice Toward Justice by Phillip Hoose

The Crossover by Kwame Alexander

Gone Crazy in Alabama (third in the trilogy) by Rita Williams-Garcia

Hand in Hand: Ten Black Men Who Changed America by Andrea Davis Pinkney
Hoodoo by Ronald L. Smith

How I Discovered Poetry by Marilyn Nelson

Ninth Ward by Jewell Parker Rhodes
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Stella by Starlight by Sharon M. Draper

Turning 15 on the Road to Freedom: My Story of the Selma Voting Rights March
by Lynda Blackmon Lowery, as told to Elspeth Leacock and Susan Buckley,
illustrated by PJ Loughran

High School Grades
All American Boys by Jason Reynolds and Brendan Kiely

Black Boy White School by Brian F. Walker

Carver: A Life in Poems by Marilyn Nelson

The Fire Next Time by James Baldwin

The Freedom Summer Murders by Don Mitchell
The Girl Who Fell From the Sky by Heidi W. Durrow
Go Set a Watchman by Harper Lee

The Harlem Hellfighters by Max Brooks

How it Went Down by Kekla Magoon

The Warmth of Other Suns: The Epic Story of America’s Great Migration by
Isabel Wilkerson

X: A Novell by llyasah Shabazz and Kekla Magoon

Websites to Support Instruction

* African American History Month:
www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov
o Awide range of resources related to African American history,
including primary source materials. Links to the Library of
Congress and National Archives also included. For teacher specific
materials: www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/teachers.html


http://www.amazon.com/s/ref=dp_byline_sr_book_1?ie=UTF8&text=Elspeth+Leacock&search-alias=books&field-author=Elspeth+Leacock&sort=relevancerank
http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/
http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/teachers.html
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= Smithsonian Education
o Primary source resources for teaching various periods of African
American history:
www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/resource_library/africa
n_american_resources.html

* National Endowment for the Humanities EDSITEMENT!

o Lessons and vetted resources to promote teaching African
American history and literature, loosely organized by historical
period. Access here:
http://edsitement.neh.gov/feature/edsitements-guide-black-
history-month-teaching-resources

¢ Reading Rockets: http://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/blackhistory
o Additional text suggestions for Black history month, links to
interviews with award winning authors (such as Kadir Nelson, etc.),
and numerous classroom activities. Classroom activities best for
grades K-3.

e Time for Kids: http://www.timeforkids.com/minisite/black-history-month
o Engaging informational texts for elementary students on a variety
of topics.


http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/resource_library/african_american_resources.html
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/resource_library/african_american_resources.html
http://edsitement.neh.gov/feature/edsitements-guide-black-history-month-teaching-resources
http://edsitement.neh.gov/feature/edsitements-guide-black-history-month-teaching-resources
http://www.readingrockets.org/calendar/blackhistory
http://www.timeforkids.com/minisite/black-history-month

