

For February's Spirit Day at P.S. 40 Queens, we spent the whole day focusing on and celebrating Black History. We incorporated the visual, literary and performing arts into our assembly to celebrate the efforts, achievements and contributions of our great heroes.   Invitations were sent out inviting parents to attend. (Our auditorium was packed as everyone waited anxiously to see their child perform). Every class participated in our assemblies (lower grades PreK-2 and upper grades 3-6). Ms. T. Jones emceed both assemblies.

 
For the lower grades the Pre-K classes recited the poem "Traffic Lights", Class K011 recited the poem "I am A Promise", Class K012 recited "Who Was Martin Luther King", Class K013 recited "George Washington Carver", Class 191 recited "I Have A Dream", the First Grade recited a poem and sang a song about Black History, Class 201 recited and gave the history behind  "Lift Every Voice And Sing", Class 202 related the Charlie Parker Story, Class 291 recited the poem "A Dream Differed". 

For the upper grades assembly, there was a power point presentation created by the students of class 501 and 601 under the direction of our capable computer teacher Ms. M. Jones, Ms. T. Jones read her poem "Shades Of Blackness", a parent (Empress Shinn's mom) recited her poem We Are The Black Future, Class 391 recited the poem "Not There", Class 301 gave an Oral Biographical Quilt, Class 601 did a rap entitled "Segregation or Separation? while performing a dance, Class 302 recited the poem "I Too Sing America", Class 303 recited a poem "His Dream Lives On", Class 502 presented a tongue-in-cheek play about African American Inventors, Class 304 presented the biography of Mary McLeod Bethune, Ms. K. Holmes sang tributary Negro Spirituals and gave the history behind each one, the Fourth Grade did a “Who Am I?” guessing game, Class 501 sang the song "Follow The Drinking Gourd" and recited the poems "Making Changes" and "Keys To Change", class 503 recited various poems, and class 602 performed a Step Dance and gave the history behind the style of dance. The two assistant principals Mrs. C. Williams and Mrs. A. Sandusky gave wise words of counsel to the students, and charged them with being the keepers to continue contributing to our Black History. Mrs. R. Picarello took pictures of both assembly presentations.

After the assemblies all parents, visitors, guests , students and staff were invited to attend the Black History Gallery located in the gym to hear jazz music (played in the background provided by our gym teacher Mr. J. Nathaniel) while viewing pictures and murals (created by the students)depicting the Black History Timeline ( Africa mural, Slavery Mural, Reconstruction Era & Civil War mural, Jazz & Harlem Renaissance mural, 1970’s-2011 Prominent African Americans collage, African American Astronauts mural/collage), artwork created by students in the style of Romare Bearden, artwork by Romare Bearden, portraits, posters  and key facts about famous people in Black History, quotes by famous people in Black History, cartoons of famous people in Black History were provided for lower grade students to color and research, poems on display by famous people in Black History, solve a Famous African Americans word search, crossword puzzle and fill in the blanks, look at the picture and try to guess the name and accomplishments of those in the “Who Am I?” section of the gallery, and speak with the Black History impersonators (students)  to gain perspective of how things were in Black History.
After this, parents, visitors, guests and staff were invited to attend the Black History Luncheon graciously provided by our principal Ms. A. Branker (where we feasted on delicious soul food while enjoying the jazz music playing in the background). Our parent coordinator Ms. S. Sanders our parent coordinator graciously served the cuisine.  Then it was upstairs to the Lorraine Miller Library (where Ms. E. Sams provided the space for us) where the classes on each grade competed in our First Annual Black History Jeopardy (created by Ms. M. Jones, Ms. Cabezudo, and Ms. C. Hicks). The winners of each grade were presented with an award by our principal Ms. A. Branker.


The day was a huge success because EVERY teacher contributed and worked toward its success. Thank you to our principal for giving us the freedom to be as creative as we wanted to be and for not restricting the celebration to an hours worth of assembly time. The students commented that they learned a lot and that it was the best Spirit Day ever, the staff even learned a thing or two about Black History that they didn't know before. A good time was had by all.  It was all delicious to the mind, stomach, and soul!
