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  46 McKeever Place    Brooklyn, New York 11225
 Telephone: 718-693-6655    Fax: 718-284-6433
___________________________________________________________
Marion Wilson, Principal
William Mingo, Assistant Principal
   Kirk Wilkinson, Assistant Principal
March 7, 2011
Dear Parents and Guardians of Grades 3 – 5:                 

As of today’s date, we have approximately thirty three calendar days before the state mandated exam. These tests are very important to our school and to your child. They will determine your child’s proficiency levels in key subject areas and also aid in promotional and graduation decisions. In essence, we have only 33 SCHOOL DAYS remaining before the 2011 NYS ELA and Math exams. The NYS ELA Exam will be administered during the week of May 2, 2011.  Subsequently, the NYS Math exam will be administered during the week of May 9, 2011. Our coaches are always readily available to share information about the test with you. 
The upcoming 2011 New York State ELA Exam will be administered over the course of two to three days depending on the grade level of your child. Please review the dates below carefully:
Wednesday, May 3, 2011 – Grades 3, 4 and 5 – Testing begins at 8:30 a.m. sharp
Thursday, May 4, 2011 – Grades 3, 4 and 5 – Testing begins at 8:30 a.m. sharp
Friday, May 6, 2011 – Grade 4 ONLY - Testing begins at 8:30 a.m. sharp
The upcoming 2011 New York State MATH Exam will be administered over the course of two to three days depending on the grade level of your child. Please review the dates below carefully:

Wednesday, May 11, 2011 – Grades 3, 4 and 5 – Testing begins at 8:30 a.m. sharp

Thursday, May 12, 2011 – Grades 3, 4 and 5 – Testing begins at 8:30 a.m. sharp

Friday, May 13, 2011 – Grade 4 ONLY - Testing begins at 8:30 a.m. sharp


In preparation for these exams, we will offer a series of parent workshops in order to better familiarize you with the format and structure of the tests. Please join us on Tuesday, March 15, 2011 during both the afternoon and evening sessions of the Spring 2011 Parent Teacher Conferences. Our coaches, ESL and Special Education service providers will be on hand to help you. Translators will be available as well.

In order for our school to make the needed improvements, we really need your assistance. Please remember to send children to school each and every day. Students MUST arrive to school on time whether for Extended Day, or for our Enrichment Program. Students will not be permitted to take the exam on the dates listed above and will have to take the exam on the make-up dates the following week, if they are late or absent.   Attendance and a satisfactory rating on the exam are both important parts of the criteria for student promotion. 
Student participation on the test is also very important on the days of testing. Please make sure students come to school early, so they can eat a healthy breakfast and be ready to take the test. I strongly suggest that students go to bed no later than 8 p.m. each evening on the eve of the exams. Also, where possible, please avoid any stressful situations for children during this very important time period. STUDENTS MUST COME TO SCHOOL AND REFRAIN FROM BEING ABSENT, UNLESS THERE IS AN EXTREME FAMILY EMERGENCY OR ILLNESS. A doctor’s note will be required for medical excuses. 
Please encourage your child to read and complete the homework packets and review all test preparation and sophistication activities. Students should read for at least twenty (20) minutes every night. Allow your child to take the sample test and then review the answers. Our students can and will make the grade, but with all of our help. Please do not hesitate to contact our parent coordinator or literacy coach for further assistance. This test is extremely important because if students do not pass the exam they may have to attend summer school and may be in jeopardy of being promoted to the next grade. PLEASE emphasize TO YOUR CHILD HOW IMPORTANT THIS EXAM IS FOR THEIR FUTURE. 
Should you have any questions or concerns, please do not hesitate to contact Ms. Roberts, our Math Coach or Ms. S. Williams, our Literacy Coach. In addition, our new Parent Coordinator, Ms. Brockington can be reached at (347) 563-4671. Please feel free to stop by Ms. Brockington’s office to pick up important literature and sample tests that were distributed at these events. 

Thank you for your cooperation. Together, OUR children can and will succeed!
Sincerely,

William Mingo
Assistant Principal
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Excellence is our only option!


