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Summary of Chancellor’s Regulation A-101 

 

Chancellor’s Regulation A-101 sets forth the policies concerning admission, discharge, 

and transfer of pupils in the New York City public school system.  The proposed amendment 

deletes footnote 1 of the Regulation, which states:  “Race may be considered as a factor in school 

enrollment only where required by court order; gender is a factor only in single-gender schools.” 

 

Summary of Issues Raised in Written and Oral Comments 

and Significant Alternatives Suggested 

  
Comments received are summarized as follows: 

 

1. Several comments praised the Chancellor and the Panel for Educational Policy 

(“PEP”) for focusing on the importance of racial and economic diversity in the 

New York City public schools. 

2. Several comments expressed the view that footnote 1 of the current version of 

Chancellor’s Regulation A-101 is incorrect because:  (1) a U.S. Supreme 

Court decision permits the use of race-conscious measures to achieve student 

diversity and reduce racial isolation, and (2) the U.S. Department of 

Education’s Office for Civil Rights and the U.S. Department of Justice have 

issued guidance stating that school districts may use race-neutral and race-

conscious policies to reduce racial isolation and advance school diversity.   

3. Some comments proposed that the text in footnote 1 of the current version of 

the Regulation be replaced with the following language:  “School districts are 

strongly encouraged to consider legally permissible race-conscious and race-

neutral approaches to promote diversity and reduce racial segregation.”  These 

comments expressed the view that this affirmative language is needed in order 
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to give guidance to community school districts and schools seeking to 

implement voluntary desegregation. 

 

4. A group of parents and educators in District 15 commented that footnote 1 in 

the current version of the Regulation “creates a potential barrier to effective 

and equitable reform,” and “incorrectly interprets federal law.”  These parents 

and educators requested that the footnote be removed and that language 

affirmatively supporting integration replace it, so that the problems of 

segregation in their district and across the City can be resolved.   

 

5. One comment asked where additional information concerning this proposed 

change to the Regulation can be found.   

 

Analysis of Issues Raised, Significant Alternatives Proposed, 

and Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

 

1. With respect to the first comment, the support expressed is appreciated. 

 

2. With respect to the second comment, given the evolving state of the law and 

the federal guidance, the proposed amended Regulation deletes footnote 1. 

 

3. With respect to the third and fourth comments, the proposed amendment 

deletes footnote 1.  Alternative language to replace it is being considered.  A 

final determination as to the content of any new footnote on this topic has not 

been made. 

 

4. With respect to the fifth comment, additional information about this proposed 

amendment to the Regulation can be found on the DOE website at:  

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2015-

2016/January202016Regulations and 

http://schools.nyc.gov/RulesPolicies/ChancellorsRegulations/default.htm 

 

A copy of the proposed amended Regulation that will be voted on at the January 20, 2016 

meeting of the Panel for Educational Policy can be obtained at: 

 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2015-

2016/January202016Regulations 
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