California Governor

Arnold Schwarzenegger

On September 1, 2004, California Governor Arnold Schwarzenegger visited the John H. Finley Campus School (P.S. 129M). He greeting and spoke to students and staff. The event concerned the after-school program at PS 129. The Governor pledged his continued support for universal access to after-school programs for all children by 2010. 

“Quality after-school is a necessity for children and families across our nation. Providing young people with a safe and exciting environment to go to during the hours of 3:00 pm to 6:00 pm where they can play sports, get help with their homework or participate in an arts-based activity will better equip them to set and reach goals,” said the Governor. “The availability of after-school programs also makes it easier for working families to get and keep jobs. That is why we must work together to ensure that all children, in every community have access to quality after-school programs by 2010.” 

The after-school program at PS 129 is sponsored by The After-School Corporation (TASC) and run by Harlem Dowling West Side Center for Children and Family Services. Representatives from the After-School All-Stars, which was founded by Schwarzenegger in 1992, and the national non-profit organization the After-school Alliance also participated. 

Joining the Governor on stage was United States Secretary of Education Rod Paige, New York City Department of Education Chancellor Joel Klein, TASC President Lucy Friedman, After-School All-Stars Chief Executive Frank Donahue, Harlem Dowling Executive Director Melba Butler, PS 129, Principal Odelphia Pierre and NYC After-School All-Star participant Ethan Herrera, age 12, who introduced the Governor. Scholastic, the Global Children’s Publishing, 
Media and Education Company provided generous support and donated books for the event. 

Founded by Governor Schwarzenegger in 1992, The After-School All-Stars (formerly Inner City Games) provide quality, comprehensive after-school programs to young people who need a safe, supervised educational environment during non-school time and summers across the United States. It is a decentralized non-profit organization within 15 major U.S. cities serving young people in schools, youth centers and public housing centers in their communities. The 

Governor served as National Chairman and spokesperson until running for Governor of California during fall 2003. 

The After-school Alliance is a nonprofit public awareness and advocacy organization supported by a group of public, private, and non-profit entities working to ensure that all children and youth have access to quality after-school programs by the year 2010. 

Harlem Dowling-West Side Center for Children and Family Services, established in 1836, was one of the first institutions in the United States to provide for children, and the first to provide for children of color. The agency is a non-profit social service agency dedicated to serving and assisting children and their families in times of crisis and distress. Services include foster care, adoption, preventive services, after-school programs and related assistance to children and their families to enable them to live in a stable nurturing environment. Harlem Dowling started their after-school programming in 1986 at PS 129 serving 60 children. The program has grown with financial support from TASC and now serves over 800 children in three schools. 
