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[START 186593-3.22] 1 

MS. GAIL REEVES:  Welcome and good evening.  2 

This is a joint public hearing of the Department 3 

of Education, - - Council and - - team for a 4 

proposed - - location of the - - Charter 5 

School's at existing school PS154 - - in 6 

building M154.  I am the superintendent, Gail 7 

Reeves.  We have asked the District 5 - - 8 

Education Council and the PS154 school 9 

leadership team to participate in this joint 10 

public hearing.  I am joined tonight by Ramik 11 

Williams, representing the - - Education Council 12 

SLT members, Margaret Diatati, Leslie McDonald, 13 

- - , Corina Jordan [phonetic], Annie Jones and 14 

Aronio White [phonetic].  I am also joined by 15 

Bill Cook representing the - - Charter School.  16 

Is there anyone from the SLT and/or CEC that I 17 

failed to announce who is here this evening?  18 

Okay, please be advised that this hearing is 19 

being recorded. The purpose of this hearing is 20 

for you to provide comments about the proposal. 21 

Before I describe the proposal, I want to make 22 

sure you all aware of the opportunity to provide 23 

your input.  All those who wish to speak must 24 

sign up in the speaker's sign-up area located 25 
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just inside the auditorium.  The sign-up list 1 

will close in 15 minutes.  Speakers will be 2 

given the floor in the order that they signed 3 

up. All comments are limited to two minutes.  4 

There may be elected officials who arrive at 5 

different times throughout the evening.  If they 6 

wish to speak, we will do our best to 7 

accommodate them at the first opportune moment.  8 

All comments will be mentioned in the analysis 9 

of public comment to be published and made 10 

available, the panel for educational policy, the 11 

evening before the panel votes.  That vote is 12 

scheduled for Thursday, April 28th, 2011.  In 13 

addition, we welcome any comments or feedback 14 

that you may have at any time before the panel 15 

votes on this proposal.  The e-mail address and 16 

the phone number where comments can be made are 17 

DO5Proposals@schools.nyc.gov.  And the telephone 18 

number is 212-374-3466.  I will now read for you 19 

the proposal summary.   20 

The New York City Department of Education is 21 

proposing to open a new public charter middle 22 

school, Democracy Prep 3 Charter School and site 23 

it in building M154 located at 254 West 127th 24 

Street in - - school district 5.  If approved, 25 
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Democracy Prep 3 will be co-located in M154 1 

with PS154 Harriett Taubman [phonetic] a DOE 2 

zoned elementary school that serves 360 students 3 

in grades kindergarten through grade five and 4 

also offers a pre-kindergarten program.  A co-5 

location means that two or more school 6 

organizations are located in the same building, 7 

share common spaces, auditoriums, gymnasiums and 8 

cafeterias.  The New York State Education 9 

Department has authorized the creation of 10 

Democracy Prep 3, a new public charter school 11 

that would open with 6th grade and then expand 12 

one grade per year until it serves 6 through 8th 13 

grades.  Democracy Prep 3 would add all grade 14 

levels through a lottery and give preference to 15 

students residing in District 5.  If this 16 

proposal were approved, Democracy Prep 3 would 17 

open in M154 during the 2011/2012 school year 18 

and serve 100 to approximately 110 students in 19 

sixth grade.  In 2012/2013, Democracy Prep 3 20 

will serve 200 to 220 students in 6th and 7th 21 

grades.  At full scale, in 2013/2014 Democracy 22 

Prep 3 will serve 300 to 330 students in sixth 23 

through eighth grades at M154.  The opening of 24 

Democracy Prep 3 would create 300 to 330 high-25 
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quality middle school seats in District 5.  1 

Democracy Prep 3 would be operated by Democracy 2 

Prep 3 Public Schools, a charter management 3 

organization that currently operates two public 4 

charter schools in District 5, Democracy Prep 5 

Charter School and Democracy Prep  Harlem which 6 

- - in 2010/2011.  In 2009/2010 Democracy Prep 7 

was the highest rated middle school in the city 8 

on the progress report.  The M154 building has 9 

the capacity to serve 790 students.  In 2010 the 10 

building only served 396 students yielding a 11 

utilization rate of 50%.  Once Democracy Prep 3 12 

has completed its expansion to eighth grade in 13 

building M154, there would be approximately 670 14 

to 760 students served in the building by both 15 

PS154 and Democracy Prep 3 yielding a building 16 

utilization rate of 85 to 96%.   17 

 I would now like to introduce to you 18 

Ramik Williams from the CEC who would like to 19 

make a statement.   20 

MR. RAMIK WILLIAMS:  I am here on behalf of 21 

President - - Johnson of the Community Education 22 

Council for District 5.  It's our position that 23 

we are not against charter schools.  It's more 24 

our position we are against the way charter 25 
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schools are being opened and operated in 1 

Harlem.  Our concern is that the students and 2 

citizens who participate in traditional public 3 

schools aren't being given the opportunity to 4 

apply and enroll in charter schools either 5 

through lack of information, lack of space and 6 

availability or just the school isn't fit for 7 

their child.  Instead of the - - towards 8 

Democracy Prep or any charter management 9 

organization, we challenge the York College 10 

Department of Education to put forth more effort 11 

and resources behind our judicial public schools 12 

making them more competitive with the charter 13 

schools and keeping them on track with the NYC 14 

Learning Standards.  In addition, we implore all 15 

parents from District 5 to attend the Community 16 

Education Council meetings every second Thursday 17 

of the month at PS123.  At these meetings all of 18 

this information is distributed and given before 19 

the vote comes up.  This way you are able to 20 

have your voice heard more wholistically.  21 

Again, on behalf of the counsel and 22 

President Johnson, we welcome anyone that wants 23 

to work in our local community to improve our 24 

schools.  However, we ask that you come with 25 
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respect of what's happened in the past and 1 

honor what we're trying to do for the community.   2 

[applause]  3 

MS. REEVES:  Thank you.  We will now have a 4 

brief statement from Leslie McDonald 5 

representing the School Leadership Team of 6 

PS154.   7 

MS. LESLIE MCDONALD:  Good evening, - - SOT, 8 

I am also vice president of the parent's 9 

association, and I am a learning leader, and my 10 

thing is in a nutshell, why would you want to 11 

put all of these children in a school where you 12 

have - - pre-K and K, 2nd grade, 3rd grade, 1st 13 

grade, why would you want to do that?  Every - - 14 

in the school you're taking over more space, 15 

more space, so what do you want to do, phase the 16 

public school out?  17 

[crosstalk] 18 

MS. MCDONALD:  - - ?  Another thing is I - - 19 

there is any way 692 students are going to fit 20 

in this building.  They should change--if 21 

they're going to put children in the building, 22 

them let them be the same age of the children 23 

that are already in the building.   24 

[applause] 25 
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MS. MCDONALD:  They already - - too many of 1 

our young children being disrespectful, and - - 2 

because of other - - I'm nervous, I'm nervous, 3 

of the children.  I'm just - - in the building.   4 

FEMALE VOICE:  That's right.  5 

[applause] 6 

MS. MCDONALD:  Thank you.  7 

MS. REEVES:  Margaret Diakati representing 8 

the school leadership team.  9 

MS. DIATATI:  Good evening, my name is 10 

Margaret Walton-Diakati, and I represent - - .  11 

I have nothing against charter schools.  The 12 

problem is that right now we are an elementary 13 

school.  We've always been an elementary school, 14 

and we have smaller children.  If you're going 15 

to now impose yourself and come in here as a 16 

junior high school, that would totally change 17 

the dynamics of the school.  It would change the 18 

atmosphere of the school.  We have children, we 19 

have programs that are going on here.  We work 20 

with our kids here.  We don't hide anything.  We 21 

don't have any secrets here, so everyone knows 22 

that you are coming in and the sad part about it 23 

is that we had a young lady, Ms. Rhodes 24 

[phonetic] who came to see us and we asked her 25 
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to express and tell us the truth and she 1 

couldn't even do that because she couldn't even 2 

explain to us how you, how your person called 3 

our principal and invited our principal out for 4 

a cup of coffee before they even came to us and 5 

said you were coming into this building.  So 6 

when you see us and you speak to us and you see 7 

that we have a slight attitude, we have that 8 

attitude because things weren't done in the 9 

proper way.  And now you're going to come in and 10 

you're going to tell us that you're going to 11 

take over space, and you're only going to give 12 

us 34 more slots to have students in here 13 

because if you're going to take 330 and you're 14 

giving us, we right now have 396 students, 15 

you're saying our capacity is only going to be 16 

430.  That's only a growth of 34 students.  So 17 

you're just saying this community won't have, we 18 

don't have it in us to have more students.  Now, 19 

listen, I have another problem.  You're a 20 

charter school, and I don't have anything 21 

against you.  Why can't you have your own 22 

building?  23 

[applause]  24 

Here's a question, you have a school in 92.  25 
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You have a school in 197.  You're all over the 1 

place.  Why don't you just get yourself one 2 

school, one building, take it - - .  You come 3 

into our school, we're the ones paying the 4 

custodian, paying the lights, paying everything, 5 

and you're piggybacking off of us, and then I 6 

mean - - .   7 

[applause] 8 

Here we talk, we talk, we don't like--we 9 

talk.  We like to say what we say.  We don't 10 

like screaming.  We don't like hollering, but 11 

the fact is you're coming in here in an 12 

elementary school bringing in a junior high 13 

school, and even though you think it's not going 14 

to change the dynamics, you need to really think 15 

about it.  It's going to change because as 16 

children get older, their mentality changes, and 17 

we still have babies here.  We still have 18 

babies, and they're still going to have to 19 

interact with us.  Thank you.   20 

[applause]  21 

MS. REEVES:  Thank you.  The next speaker 22 

will be Bill Cook representing Democracy Prep 3 23 

Charter School.  [applause]   24 

MR. COOK:  Good evening.  My name is Bill 25 
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Cook.  I am currently a campus director at 1 

Democracy Prep Public schools right now and I am 2 

absolutely incredibly honored to be the campus 3 

director of Democracy Prep 3.  I just want to 4 

start by thanking you for having us and our 5 

families here tonight and we are absolutely 6 

grateful for all the families and staff of 7 

Democracy Prep coming out and supporting us.  - 8 

- you guys would not be - - .  So thank you all 9 

very much.   10 

I understand that this meeting is about 11 

sharing public space, and that is what we are 12 

here to discuss this evening.  I just want to 13 

discuss three quick points this evening.  The 14 

first is that we do have a strong track record 15 

of success in the buildings that we are co-16 

located in currently at PS92 and PS197. We are 17 

excited to build a singular, positive 18 

relationship with the people currently in this 19 

building right now.  Second, we feel that our 20 

role is to do whatever we can do to ensure every 21 

child in the building receives an excellent 22 

education.  If there are concerns, I know that 23 

our staff will be able to address them - - .  24 

Finally, we're excited to be part of this space 25 
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and work to meet our goal, making sure that 1 

every child in this building receives an 2 

excellent education.  Thank you all very much 3 

for your time.   4 

[applause] 5 

MS. REEVES:  Thank you.  We've concluded the 6 

formal presentations from the - - CEC.  I would 7 

now like to introduce our translator who will 8 

just make a brief statement, and then we will 9 

proceed with the public hearing.   10 

MALE VOICE:  How are you?  If anybody needs 11 

translation in Spanish, [foreign audio]. 12 

MS. REEVES:  We will now open the floor for 13 

formal comments.  Before I call the first three 14 

speakers, I just would like to make a statement.  15 

I anticipate, and I would expect that you would 16 

conduct this hearing in a very respectful 17 

manner.  I also expect that you will honor any 18 

speaker who has the microphone and allow that 19 

speaker to speak and to be heard.  We will - - .  20 

This evening will be conducted in a very 21 

respectful manner.  Thank you.  I would like to 22 

introduce also to you - - Rahim [phonetic] who 23 

is representing Councilwoman Inez - - 's office.  24 

Would you like to make some comments?  25 
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FEMALE VOICE:  Thank you, good evening.  1 

My name is - - .  I will be making a statement 2 

on behalf of Counselor - - Diggins.  Council 3 

member Diggins wishes to express her opposition 4 

to the proposed co-location of Democracy Prep 3 5 

Charter School with existing school PS154 6 

Harriet Taubman in building M154.  It is 7 

important to note that the council member 8 

supports the work of Democracy Prep 3 and 9 

believes - - educating our young people.  She 10 

knows they have been successful in their - - .  11 

In fact, she has hosted Democracy Prep 3 12 

students on - - in Albany, New York to see how 13 

our state legislature operates.  However, she 14 

must oppose this co-location because it 15 

infringes upon the right of the Harriett Taubman 16 

School to retain the vital resources it needs to 17 

provide quality education for its pre-18 

kindergarten through fifth-grade students.   19 

The council member does not ask one 20 

population of students to make burdensome 21 

sacrifices so that another population of 22 

students can thrive.  She believes in a free and 23 

enriching education for all students.  The - - 24 

of school co-locations - - have been damaging to 25 
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the students and families of our community.  1 

Class sizes have increased.  Safety issues have 2 

become problematic, and schools have been 3 

stripped of the valuable resources they are able 4 

to offer their students.  Families find 5 

themselves pitted against one another as they 6 

fight to ensure quality education for their 7 

children. The council member cannot advocate for 8 

the systematic squeeze to continue and will not 9 

-- the Department of Education's policy of 10 

forced competition for resources rather than 11 

creating opportunities for all educational 12 

institutions to strengthen - - .  Given the 13 

city's fiscal crisis and the drastic budget cuts 14 

New York City public schools are facing, the 15 

council member asks Democracy Prep 3 to revisit 16 

their original concept to locate in a private 17 

building or consider a - - school - - .   18 

[applause] 19 

- - the private funding that our non-charter 20 

public schools do not.  She asks that our 21 

existing public schools be able to hold on to 22 

their remaining resources as they are being 23 

forced to do more with less.  Finally, Council 24 

Member Diggins calls upon the DOE to truly 25 
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listen to the concerns of all the families, 1 

abandon its current proposal and create an 2 

alternative that is sensitive and amenable to 3 

all.  4 

[applause] 5 

MS. REEVES:  Thank you.  I will now open the 6 

floor for additional public comments.  I will 7 

call the first three speakers.  Please be aware 8 

that speakers will be given the floor in the 9 

order that they signed up and all comments 10 

limited to two minutes.  The first three 11 

speakers Julia Duncan [phonetic], Andrea Horton 12 

[phonetic] and Darryl Devoice [phonetic].  If 13 

you could please come forward.  14 

MS. JULIA DUNCAN:  Hello everybody.  My name 15 

is Julia Duncan, and my daughter, Nakia Duncan, 16 

she's a 6th grader at Democracy Prep 3.  I'm 17 

here tonight to ask Democracy Prep 3 - - 154.  I 18 

love Democracy Prep 3 because the school 19 

leaders, teachers and parents all work together 20 

to ensure that every child succeeds. When my 21 

daughter first began at Democracy Prep 3, she 22 

was having a lot of trouble completely homework 23 

because I along with all other parents had Mr. - 24 

- cell phone number.  I called it and asked him 25 
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what could be done to make sure that Nakia 1 

gets the help she needs.  I suggested an after-2 

school program that would allow students more 3 

time with their teachers if they need it.  4 

Surprise, Mr. Jordan - - my recommendation.  I 5 

have never been part of a school community that 6 

takes this parent's feedback so seriously to 7 

ensure that every child succeeds. Soon, other 8 

students started coming to get help at the 9 

school, and now the homework, book club has 10 

helped many students to receive the academic 11 

support they need. Some say that public schools 12 

don't respect the needs of individual students.  13 

That's a lie.  Democracy Prep 3 is the sort of 14 

school that sees the students as individuals.  15 

Every child should deserve to be seen as an 16 

individual.  Please - - Democracy Prep 3 at 17 

PS154 to ensure that scores of additional 18 

students could have similar opportunities to 19 

succeed that my daughter has had.  Thank you 20 

very much.   21 

[applause] 22 

ANDREA HORTON:  Good evening, everybody.  My 23 

name is Andrea - - Horton, and I am the parent 24 

of a student at Democracy Prep 3.  My daughter 25 
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is an 8th grader at Democracy Prep 3, and I am 1 

here tonight to ask that Democracy Prep 3 is 2 

sited at PS154.  Democracy Prep 3 has been an 3 

incredible option for my family.  It's a very 4 

innovative and creative school that is always 5 

looking for new and better ways to educate our 6 

scholars.  They will do whatever it takes for 7 

our children to succeed.  Long days and teachers 8 

available at all hours are the norm.  9 

Additionally, Democracy Prep has played a 10 

pivotal role in helping us raise our daughter as 11 

a - - well-informed young lady.  I love this as 12 

I am also a student earning a college degree.  13 

As a college student myself, I sometimes read my 14 

assignment - - with my daughter, and I love to 15 

watch her mind spin as she critically engages 16 

the material.  She actually has such profound 17 

insight that I on occasion even use her ideas 18 

for my own papers.  Democracy Prep already has 19 

her thinking like a college student.  There is 20 

no question that she can get into and graduate 21 

from a great university.  Every child deserves 22 

the same opportunity.  Please ensure that more 23 

students in Central Harlem have access to the 24 

same top quality education by siting Democracy 25 
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Prep 3 at PS154.  Thank you.  1 

[applause]  2 

DARRYL DEVOICE:  My name is Darryl Devoice.  3 

My daughter - - 6th-grader at Democracy Prep 3.  4 

And I'm here tonight with all due respect to ask 5 

that Democracy Prep 3 be sited here at PS154.   6 

[crosstalk]  7 

MR. DEVOICE:  Everyone should have access-- 8 

MS. REEVES:  [interposing]  Excuse me, 9 

respectfully.   10 

MR. DEVOICE:  --to a quality education no 11 

matter what zip code you live in.  At Democracy 12 

Prep they are serious about making my daughter a 13 

scholar.  At her grade level she is studying 14 

advanced mathematics and not just merit science 15 

but biology.  And my daughter will succeed with 16 

the help of Democracy Prep 3.  That's why I'm 17 

here tonight to ask that Democracy Prep 3 be 18 

sited at PS154 so all children can have a chance 19 

to succeed and parents can have a choice for 20 

their children.  Thank you.  21 

[applause]  22 

MS. REEVES:  The next three speakers Shawn 23 

Reed [phonetic], William Hargraves, Cassandra 24 

Promise [phonetic], if you can please come 25 
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forward.  1 

SHAWN REED:  Hi, I'm Shawn Reed.  I'm a math 2 

teacher at Democracy Prep 3, 8th grade.  Thank 3 

you very much for all the parents who are here 4 

tonight and definitely Democracy Prep 3 parents 5 

who come out and support us.  I've had the 6 

opportunity for the past two years to be a 7 

teacher at Democracy Prep. It's been an 8 

exceptional opportunity to wake up every day and 9 

come to school being fired up and have kids that 10 

are so fired up, engaged and ready to learn.  11 

I've also had the opportunity to work with Bill 12 

Cook for the past two years.  He's an 13 

exceptional leader.  He's also an exceptional 14 

campus director, and I know for a fact he will 15 

be an exceptional campus director working 16 

together collaboratively here with PS154.  I 17 

would really, really like and encourage the 18 

support of Democracy Prep 3 being located here 19 

at PS154.  20 

[applause]  21 

WILLIAM HARGRAVES:  My name is William 22 

Hargraves.  I would like to say a couple of 23 

things.  First of all, I would like to say when 24 

the gentleman to my right, Bill Cook, said he 25 
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would like to thank us for having as guests, I 1 

would like to tell him that you're really not 2 

guests.  You're unwanted intruders.  This is a 3 

school.  I mean - - you have the same MO. You 4 

came to 123 like gangbusters.  That's why you 5 

didn't enter - - .  Maybe you don't know the 6 

history, but people need to know the history.  7 

They came into 123 and were already given the go 8 

for 123.  They were so eager to come to 123 that 9 

Seth Andrews came here with a camera, started 10 

filming illegally our kids who were - - and that 11 

started a whole - - asked not to be in - - . And 12 

they weren't able to enter 123.  So then what 13 

happened they went to 197, and their tradition 14 

and shenanigans continued.  They went to 197.  15 

They were in at 197.  They got so comfortable 16 

with 197, that - - didn't want their - - .  And 17 

because they did it illegal, the DOE sued them 18 

to stop the growth because their procedure was 19 

illegal.  You've got enough people here who 20 

represent Democracy Prep 3.  You have Seth 21 

Andrews.  He didn't come - - .  I just want the 22 

record to say that.  Their tactics have been the 23 

same.  What I want to tell everybody here is 24 

that these public hearings never change 25 
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anything.  The only way that you're going to 1 

have change, you've got to get - - together.  2 

Even the letters from the politicians, you have 3 

Robert Jackson - - against it, you have Inez - -4 

 , you have Bill - - and so on and so forth.  5 

And now - - nobody in their right mind would be 6 

against - - .  It's just the way in which they 7 

grab our - - .   8 

[applause] 9 

Nobody - - .  Yo, they run it like a 10 

corporation.  It's privatization.  You see all 11 

these yellow shirts and hats.  If we were at the 12 

public school used these, it would be considered 13 

a waste of money.  We don't have that kind of 14 

money.   15 

[applause] 16 

CASSANDRA PROMISE: My name is Cassandra 17 

Promise and I - - .  [crosstalk]  18 

MR. HARGRAVES:  Thank you.  I would like to 19 

continue where I left off.   20 

MALE VOICE:  [crosstalk]   21 

[crosstalk]  22 

MS. REEVES:  - - him speak.  23 

MR. HARGRAVES:  Thank you.  - - okay, we 24 

want to listen to you all.  We want to be 25 
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listened to as well.  All you have to do is go 1 

across the street to - - .   - - we today had a 2 

demolition crew come and cut down all the trees, 3 

okay.  Why?  Because our children don't have no 4 

say.  We have - - right here on 127th Street and 5 

7th Avenue.  You have - - four times the size of 6 

125th Street and - - .  So, what's the problem?  7 

You have unlimited resources.  Why don't you use 8 

the resources.  The sister right here said that 9 

you - - for free.  They pay all the bills, so I 10 

don't understand when you run it like a 11 

business, that you have a separate - - .  I 12 

don't care what side of the fence you're on.  If 13 

you're Democracy Prep 3, if you - - public 14 

schools, whatever, you - - .  It has to be 15 

obvious that you all have unlimited resources.  16 

You all have  resource that just deals with 17 

marketing, you have life-sized posters on the 18 

bus depot.  You have them inside the buses.  You 19 

have - - . You have shirts.  You have hats.  You 20 

know you have probably a million dollar - - 21 

building.  - - .  Stop - - , and I have the same 22 

issue for you to come up here and talk about it 23 

like this school has - - .  And for you to come 24 

up here and talk about our school - - going to 25 
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college. All schools prepare kids to go to 1 

college, all - - .  [applause] it really means 2 

that Wednesday the 30th of March - - the address 3 

is 220 West 143rd Street, - - parent 4 

involvement, overall school enhancement, if we 5 

have - - .  We want everybody to come - - 6 

community.   7 

[applause] 8 

MS. REEVES:  Thank you.  The next three 9 

speakers April Robbins [phonetic], Chuck Berkley 10 

[phonetic], and Jamilla Neighbors [phonetic]. 11 

[applause]  12 

APRIL ROBBINS:  Good evening, everyone.  The 13 

first thing I want to say is Seth Andrews had a 14 

good idea. This though is not a good idea.  We 15 

lose resources.  We lose teachers because our 16 

school becomes overcrowded.  Our children become 17 

classes of 35 plus.  We lose our computer labs.  18 

We lose our libraries.  We lose our music rooms, 19 

all the programs that our principals, our 20 

teachers, and the parents fought for.  Charter 21 

school children, the kids that go to Democracy 22 

Prep 3 are lucky.  You got in by lottery.  23 

Democracy Prep 3 is not going to embrace every 24 

student.  [applause]  They can't, and it's going 25 
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to go up from 6th, 7th and 8th grades.  That 1 

means that 8th graders will be interacting with 2 

pre-K.  There's only one auditorium.  There's 3 

only one cafeteria. How [crosstalk] school will 4 

become the land of the have and have-nots.  5 

[applause]   6 

PS154 is going to be the have nots, and 7 

that's not right.  One school's existence should 8 

not infringe on the basis of the other one's 9 

demise.  Now, Democracy Prep is taking over 10 

Harlem Day Charter.  You guys have a meeting 11 

with the SUNY Trustees today, and you planned a 12 

conference tomorrow.  Put your classes there.  13 

Put your classes there.  You don't need here.  14 

These--every single room, every single closet 15 

space is utilized, and more so this school is a 16 

zone school, which means that by law students if 17 

they move here whether we are at capacity they 18 

have to take them.  So you think about parents 19 

what kind of existence you're going to force 154 20 

to be in.   21 

[applause]  22 

CHUCK BERKLEY:  Good evening, everybody.  My 23 

name is Chuck Berkley, all right.  I was born 24 

and raised in the neighborhood.  As far as the 25 
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Prep goes, a charter school goes, right now we 1 

have a charter school - - and let me tell you 2 

how they came in.  All right, they came in and 3 

they said they was going to be here for one 4 

year.  They wanted Pre-K and K.  Within one year 5 

they went to fourth grade.  All right, let me 6 

tell you what they have in - - Academy, the 7 

bathrooms are separate, the hallways are 8 

separate, the stairways are separate.  Listen, 9 

if we all - - everybody here and our 10 

superintendent, our - - we see everybody here, 11 

we all - - together.  And we know the - - with 12 

the exception of my brother because I am a 13 

Christian on your far right, all right.  What 14 

they're doing is they're pitting us against each 15 

other.  Just turn around and look, and you'll 16 

see right now we all - - .  Come on, come on, 17 

look.  I have nothing against charter schools, 18 

but what we have come through back in 1954 where 19 

we had - - vs. Board of Education - - right, it 20 

was for - - who didn't want to give us 21 

education.  Now we come 57 years later, and 22 

we've got to give back - - . 23 

[applause] 24 

To the charter schools, I love your kids 25 
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because your kids look like me and my kids, 1 

but what we can't stand for is to let other 2 

people in the business come and separate us. 3 

[applause]  Sooner or later you've got to - - .  4 

Ten years ago - - public housing.  Look at what 5 

we have now.  What they're doing is they're 6 

pricing us out, and eventually public - - .  7 

[applause] It's only going to be for people who 8 

live in the neighborhood because by law we 9 

already live in the neighborhood.  - - the God 10 

damn neighborhood.  [applause]  Sister, keep 11 

fighting, keep fighting because we can't let 12 

this happen.  Look at us.  We all - - .  13 

[applause]  14 

JAMILLA NEIGHBORS:  My name is Jamilla 15 

Neighbors, and I'm a parent at Democracy Prep.  16 

I'd like to address the question of us having 17 

space here.  Are we not all public school 18 

parents?  [crosstalk]  We are a charter public 19 

school.  Don't - - public space.  [crosstalk]  20 

It is not there for us to have to go into a 21 

private building when we are - - to have public 22 

space, and I would like to first also say the 23 

public school system failed my daughter.  If it 24 

weren't for Democracy Prep 3, she would not 25 
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[crosstalk].   1 

MS. REEVES:  No, please, please, we cannot 2 

drowned each other out because you may not like 3 

what someone is saying.  Please.   4 

FEMALE VOICE:  Let her speak.  - - let her 5 

speak.   6 

MS. NEIGHBORS:  - - like you to think about 7 

what's going on, but the fact of the matter is 8 

that we are - - are parents who understand why 9 

we want more - - here at PS154 because Democracy 10 

Prep 3 can chance, they can help - - .  Yet we 11 

have seen the change.  It's too - - .  We have 12 

the right to public space, and - - .  13 

[applause]  14 

MS. REEVES:  The next three speakers, Kion 15 

Bollow [phonetic], Machia--I'm sorry I don't 16 

recognize the last name, and Sandra Jones. Kion 17 

Bollow, Machia and Sandra Jones, thank you.  18 

KION BOLLOW:  Good evening, my name is Kion 19 

Bollow, and I'm in a college class of - - at 20 

Democracy Prep Charter School.  I'm here tonight 21 

to tell you that I believe Democracy Prep - - to 22 

work hard, go to college and change the world.  23 

- - more than one school in the building it 24 

makes the school worse.  But then - - I think it 25 
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can make schools better.  This is true because 1 

Democracy Prep is a great school.  Schools like 2 

PS154 are also great.  I know this because I 3 

went there for three years.  My teacher at PS154 4 

taught me to work hard just like my teacher at 5 

Democracy Prep.  I specifically remember Ms. - - 6 

who made sure I never fell behind in my classes.  7 

Together - - a great community.  We can advocate 8 

together - - better.  - - have the best 9 

together.  Most importantly we can share our 10 

knowledge that way all kids in the building will 11 

become - - . Please help Democracy Prep 3 open a 12 

new school.  Thank you.  13 

[applause]  14 

MS. REEVES:  Machia [phonetic] and Sandra 15 

Jones.  Machia, thank you.  Machia Hopson.  16 

Okay, my understanding is that she just went 17 

into the office.  I'm going to continue, and 18 

when she returns I may call her.  Ms. Jones?  19 

She was also sitting in the back.  Okay.  20 

Patrick Jackson, Larry Davis, Daniel Clark.  21 

PATRICK JACKSON:  I just want to address a 22 

couple of things that came up.  We keep hearing 23 

about, you know, that Democracy Prep 3 needs 24 

more space.  At what price does that space come, 25 
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all right?  You rob Peter to pay Paul. That 1 

makes zero sense.  We are all a community of one 2 

whether we like it or not.  You have to realize 3 

they have a master plan, they have a master plan 4 

that's going to affect all of us.  You have 5 

people in this audience that live across the 6 

street - - .  You have people in this audience 7 

that go 154, that live across the street.  You 8 

have people in this audience that go to 9 

Democracy Prep 3 or will be going to Democracy 10 

Prep 3 that live across the street.  You all 11 

have - - .   12 

When they build a school in the middle of 13 

housing projects, you've got to be visionary. 14 

You've got to see the grand picture, and - - 15 

apartments that you right now live in, will 16 

become dorms.  Then - - affects you right now, 17 

you've got a front-row seat at your own demise.  18 

They are pitting us against each other.  Who - - 19 

talking about, - - .  It's not us.  We don't 20 

make the rules.  We don't make the decisions.  21 

It's you guys.  All right, your kids, you know 22 

who you are, understanding all - - fashionable 23 

to live in.  They don't care how we get out.  - 24 

- 20, 30 years ago, and - - look at what's 25 
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happened.  They just had an article - - .  I 1 

don't care what side you're on, they say there's 2 

135 million dollars going to the charter school. 3 

It's 207 million that's - - public schools.  4 

Understand it.  Understand it.  - - our schools.  5 

- - .  6 

DAN CARR:  - - you to know that my name is 7 

Dan Carr, and I'm here in support of Democracy 8 

Prep for only one reason, and that is what's 9 

happened to my son.  He's been there for four 10 

years, and I remember when my son was shy, - - 11 

and not confident, and today he thinks he's 12 

going to be mayor.  And I remember when my son 13 

had - - and today he has a 95 average.  I 14 

remember when my son had to do summer school 15 

because he wasn't - - in sixth grade.  He's a 16 

ninth-grader now. - - .  He's one of the 12 17 

students in the country that got to go to - - 18 

and I give Democracy Prep a lot of that credit.   19 

[applause] 20 

Ladies and gentlemen, I know that my son is 21 

doing well.  He's - - school.  I'm here for 22 

every other kid in Harlem who deserves the 23 

opportunity my son has had.  - - it should be 24 

supported, and I'm here to support a school that 25 
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supported our - - over time - - because every 1 

child in Harlem deserves to have that 2 

opportunity.  [crosstalk] I know one thing, if 3 

you look like me, and you don't have a - - 4 

education or a family with strings, it's a life 5 

of poverty, friends.  [crosstalk] - - but 6 

seriously - - and that's why we're here. 7 

[crosstalk]   8 

MS. REEVES:  This evening I'd like to 9 

recognize the principal of PS154, Elizabeth Jard 10 

[phonetic], thank you for hosting.  [applause]  11 

And I'd also like to recognize Seth Andrews who 12 

is in the audience, the - - of Democracy Prep 13 

Schools.  I'm going to return with Machia 14 

[phonetic] return to the auditorium?  15 

FEMALE VOICE:  No.  16 

MS. REEVES:  Mr. Davis, okay, thank you.  17 

LARRY DAVIS:  I have a daughter in PS154.  I 18 

believe that the parents of PS154 ought to get 19 

together and do a letter-writing campaign.  20 

We'll let every single person in this city know 21 

that we are not in agreement with Democracy Prep  22 

[applause] entering PS154.  I need you to 23 

understand something.  You guys have said some 24 

terrific things about Democracy Prep.  We're not 25 
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against what you're doing with Democracy Prep.  1 

My daughter said to me, Daddy, where will we 2 

have lunch if another school comes in the 3 

building?  Where will we have gym?  How will we 4 

use the gym?  How will we use the auditorium?  I 5 

like performing, Daddy.  I was told - - good 6 

shows.  How is that going to happen with older 7 

kids in our building?  Please don't get me 8 

wrong.  I don't believe the placement of a 9 

school should come and destroy another school.  10 

[applause]  You are looking at what you want, 11 

and that's fine.  Just a few moments ago there 12 

was a bunch of young people out on the street 13 

ready to destroy each other.  I stood there and 14 

tried to figure out what to say to them. You 15 

know what I said to them? I said to this, you 16 

need to look at where you're going, not look at 17 

where you are because right now you want to 18 

destroy each other, but in the end there will be 19 

consequences for the decisions that you make, 20 

and it will affect the lives of the children of 21 

154.  Nothing against your charter school, but 22 

you need to understand something.  When it comes 23 

time for decisions to be made about the fairness 24 

of the occupation of this building, 154 does not 25 
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get the weight of that decision, and I don't 1 

think that's appropriate.  It should not be 2 

done, and as you speak - - you need to consider 3 

that. [applause]  4 

MS. REEVES:  Annette Seivers [phonetic], 5 

Dion Thomas [phonetic], William Dancey 6 

[phonetic], Laurie Lopez.  Dion Thomas followed 7 

by William Dancey, Laurie Lopez, followed by - - 8 

Thigpen, Ernestine Augustus, and - - .   9 

DION THOMAS:  Hi my name is Dion Thomas, and 10 

I am in a class of - - at Democracy Prep Charter 11 

School. Some people here have said that charter 12 

schools are private schools and - - .  13 

[crosstalk]  Charter schools are public schools, 14 

but - - students here at PS154 because we all 15 

want an education and a better life. And our 16 

parents can't afford to send us to private 17 

schools because private schools you have to pay 18 

for. Democracy Prep is a public charter school.  19 

It's free - - .  Democracy Prep 3 is not - - tax 20 

payers - - just like - - .  My taxes are no 21 

different than other kids, and as public schools 22 

- - .  Now, some people have suggested that - - 23 

out to take over another school.  The thing is 24 

they're not taking over.  They're sharing.  25 
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Sharing is caring, and I can - - with my 1 

brother and - - .  We can't figure this out.  2 

All we're asking is for a chance to use the 3 

space - - .  I am sorry that - - .  But I am 4 

happy that - - school. Thank you.  [applause]  5 

MS. REEVES:  William Dancey and Laurie 6 

Lopez.  [crosstalk]  7 

WILLIAM DANCEY:  My name is William Dancey, 8 

and I want to turn my time over to Bill 9 

Hargraves.  [applause]  10 

 BILL HARGRAVES:  Again, I want to say as I 11 

stated earlier there's an empty - - right across 12 

the street where you - -  .  It's on 127th 13 

Street and 7th Avenue.  There's another - - on 14 

125th Street and Lennox Avenue.  Yesterday I was 15 

at - - Academy and - - was there and they 16 

challenged her so this is a challenge to the DOE 17 

rep, they challenged her for space that they 18 

felt was available.  - - to ask that is the 19 

norm, but she did say that she would come back 20 

the next day, being today, with an answer.  So 21 

my question to the DOE, the question that I 22 

would like - - my question to the DOE rep - - is 23 

the same as we had yesterday, the - - yesterday.  24 

Would you go and find out the availability of 25 
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the spot - - long-standing - - ?  Will you do 1 

that?  All right, okay, also I'd like to say 2 

that I have 30 seconds.  You have - - public 3 

school.  You have parochial schools.  You have 4 

private schools and charter schools should be - 5 

- be on the premise.  Okay, they are public 6 

school - - they become private - - .  They do 7 

not have to go to the DOE to get clearance for - 8 

- , for alterations, renovations and the like.  9 

The public school do and - - .  [applause]   10 

LAURIE LOPEZ:  My name is Laurie.  I'm a 11 

parent at 154.  - - comes here, and today when I 12 

picked up my son from school, he had a question.  13 

Mommy, what is all these - - my school?  So I 14 

said, son, this is--people here are here to take 15 

over your school.  They want to come and 16 

[crosstalk].  Mommy, they don't need to do that.  17 

This is a good school.  I love my school the way 18 

it is.  These kids will come and - - little 19 

babies.  These are babies.  [crosstalk]    20 

ERNESTINE AUGUSTUS:  Hi, my name is 21 

Ernestine Augustus, and I'm a member of - - .  22 

Now we're arguing here, people of color fighting 23 

against each other claiming that they're 24 

fighting for the education of our children.  We 25 
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are not fighting over the education of our 1 

children.  You are fighting a mayor who has 2 

taken control of an educational system that he 3 

knows nothing about.  First of all, when charter 4 

schools enter a building, I am a teacher at 5 

PS123, and when they enter your building, they 6 

take full control.  They are worse than bed 7 

bugs.  [applause]  When they enter your 8 

building, they grow, and they grow, and they 9 

grow.  And they dominate because when they come 10 

into a building, all that - - stuff that they 11 

say that you read with the charter schools, and 12 

you have a council meeting, there is no such 13 

thing. The charter always has the privilege in a 14 

public school building once they enter.  When 15 

they enter the building, - - how they enter your 16 

building, they get privilege time for the gym.  17 

Your children are cut from gym.  Special ed 18 

students need gym every day.  When the charter 19 

school comes in, your children will not be able 20 

to have access to that gym.  When the charter 21 

school comes in, they - - access for 22 

occupational therapy, physical therapy and all 23 

the related needs that these children require.  24 

It's mandated, but they don't have it because 25 
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charter schools just do whatever they want 1 

when they get into your building.  Keep them 2 

out.  - - and let's organize in Harlem.  They 3 

are taking over Harlem, and your homes are going 4 

to be next.  - - because when charter schools 5 

take over, you will not - - in those charter 6 

schools.  [crosstalk]   7 

FEMALE VOICE:  Hi, my name is - - 154.  And 8 

I have - - children.   9 

MS. REEVES:  If you could just be a little 10 

quiet please so we can hear her.  11 

FEMALE VOICE: Hello, my name is - - .  I 12 

have a lot of children that go to 154, and I 13 

would like them to continue to go to 154.  - - 14 

in 154.  - - everything for you all's students, 15 

for you all's kids.  Where are our kids going to 16 

go?  [crosstalk]  17 

MS. REEVES:  Please.  Excuse me, please.  18 

Thank you.   19 

FEMALE VOICE:  You spoke, let me speak.  I 20 

gave you respect.  You all are coming in here to 21 

take over 154.  - - .  You all can hear me now?  22 

[crosstalk] Anyway, you all are going to push 23 

out the kids out of the school. I have 8 24 

children.  I would love for all of my eight 25 
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children to come to 154.  You all are pushing 1 

out little by little.  You're going to push out, 2 

and it's going to be all Democracy Prep 3, 3 

nothing about 154.  I have a third-grader, a 4 

first-grader and a soon to be pre-K child.  Now, 5 

what's going to happen to my pre-K child, my 6 

first grader, and my third grader?  They're 7 

going to soon push them out, and where they 8 

going to go?  I live right here. [crosstalk]  9 

[applause]  10 

MS. REEVES:  - - .  - - Bryant, Robin Lyons 11 

or Odell Horton - - .  - - Bryant, followed by 12 

Robin Lyons and then Odell Horton.   13 

MR. BRYANT:  First of all, I'd like to say - 14 

- Bryant - - Academy of Harlem and second and 15 

I'm going to say that I'm saddened because I 16 

believe that every parent in this district wants 17 

a proper and equal education for their child.  18 

However, the Department of Education is not 19 

allowing that to happen.  They're giving--you 20 

talk about public school and public space, our 21 

mayor who has control of the school system calls 22 

charter school the private public school.  23 

That's for one, so if it's private, it's under - 24 

- one.  Over at Choir Academy we have a charter 25 
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school in Choir Academy - - .  Democracy Prep 1 

is doing a good thing, but to invade a school 2 

and the good students that are already here into 3 

smaller classrooms and crowd those classrooms is 4 

ridiculous.  I was walking here and I thought 5 

about two things.  What do I think about public 6 

school and charter school parents going at each 7 

other.  First of all, I thought about - - , and 8 

then I thought about our politicians, our school 9 

officials, Tuskeegee is known for two things, 10 

the Tuskeegee, and the Tuskeegee experiment on 11 

black men.  Harlem is an experiment.  There are 12 

more charter schools in Harlem than in the 13 

United States of America, and if you don't think 14 

that you're being used by this government look 15 

at what they try to - - so far.  - - anyway.  16 

We're asking for an equal opportunity.  We're 17 

not being emotional about our children being 18 

with older children.  We want fair education, 19 

and that's all we're asking for, equalness with 20 

charters and private, and public schools.  Thank 21 

you.  [applause]  22 

ROBIN LYONS:  My name is Robin Lyons, I have 23 

a son that goes to this school.  I don't need a 24 

script, and I don't need a sign, but - - at 154 25 
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let's get our - - and let's get our - - and I 1 

want you all to go on this street - - and take 2 

over their school and - - [applause]  - - no 3 

more.  - - .  No, I don't want you in the middle 4 

of it, okay?  No, I'm not going to make a sign.  5 

Go somewhere else because you all are wrong to 6 

come here anybody.  It's all about - - .  It's 7 

not about our children learning.  It's all about 8 

people making money off of our kids.  We're 9 

going to unite.  We're going to get our shirts.  10 

We're going to get our - - and we say no to 11 

Democracy Prep.  [applause]   12 

ODELL HORTON:  Good evening everyone.  We've 13 

heard a lot today.  We've heard a lot.  I just 14 

wanted to say I'm not here to support anything 15 

except my son's education.  For me it's not 16 

about space, this is not about race.  This is 17 

not about unions.  This is not about money.  18 

This is not about empty lots.  This is about the 19 

best education that we can give to our children.  20 

That's what - - .  That's what this is about.  21 

With that all said, I want to turn my time over 22 

to Daniel George [phonetic].  [applause] 23 

DANIEL GEORGE:  Good evening.  A lot has 24 

been said, but I'm very proud to wear this 25 
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yellow hat because I'm a principal - - .  I 1 

was born and bred in Harlem, and I am a Harlem 2 

resident through and through.  That being said, 3 

this isn't about some kind of Machiavellian 4 

conspiracy.  This is about my 180 kids who go to 5 

school every day who are pushing the limit - - 6 

grade level that they can add, subtract, 7 

multiply and divide so they - - [crosstalk].  8 

That school - - three other schools, and I - - 9 

any one of you in - - tonight to come and visit 10 

my school - - .  [crosstalk]  11 

MS. REEVES:  Okay.  Thank you.  Thank you.  12 

I know emotions are high, but we need to 13 

continue.  Thank you.  [crosstalk]  Hello, we're 14 

going to continue, and we're going to do so - - 15 

respectful.  We're going to show the best side 16 

of ourselves because we have a number of 17 

students who are here in the audience, and we're 18 

going to show them that as adults we can listen 19 

to each other.  Thank you.   20 

MALE VOICE:  The next three speakers are - -21 

 , Veteran Hamilton, Celeste - - and Carlton - -22 

 .  23 

FEMALE VOICE:  My name is - - .  I'm the PTA 24 

president here at 154, and - - education and - -25 
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 .  You all did not - - .  We don't have no 1 

space.  - - because we don't have - - see that 2 

there is no space.  Our classes are overcrowded, 3 

okay.  - - .  Go take that building over there.  4 

- - because this one does not.  Now, I want to 5 

turn my time over to - - .  - - told us that we 6 

have too many luxuries.  I didn't know the 7 

computer lab was a luxury.   8 

MALE VOICE:  Like I said, to the people in 9 

the yellow, see they already separated us.  I 10 

know everybody in a yellow shirt is for Prep 11 

School and everybody that doesn't have a shirt 12 

is for - - .  Look at what they're doing to us.  13 

As a retired New York City protector, as a 14 

retired New York City protector, I fight the 15 

police about the injustice that they inflict in 16 

our community.  When a young, black man is 17 

arrested, I don't care if he's from - - .  I 18 

don't care if he's from public.  If he's been 19 

violated, I'm fighting for him because you know 20 

what he's me.   He represents me.  Look at us.  21 

Turn around and look at us.  I got 30 seconds 22 

left.  Let me tell you something.  Look at us.  23 

We all want the same - - a good education.  And 24 

let me tell everybody here, remember all the 25 
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parents, you came from a public school.  1 

[crosstalk] Let's stick together and fight this.  2 

Don't let them keep separating us please.  3 

[applause]  4 

VETERAN HAMILTON:  Hello, my name is Veteran 5 

Hamilton from PS194, PTA president.  Two years 6 

ago we had the same situation - - building.  You 7 

know, they looked - - and respect.  We don't 8 

come into your school with a class action 9 

lawsuit because every time you turn around you 10 

come in here in the same situation trying to 11 

push out the public schools.  We told you this 12 

two years ago, but you still come back and we're 13 

going to come back even harder, and we're going 14 

to keep pushing.  - - what you're doing is very 15 

nice, but get your own building.  Stop coming in 16 

here and get your own building.  - - three or 17 

four times - - .  Okay, this whole situation is 18 

turning - - against each other, you understand, 19 

and we will visit your school with those class 20 

action lawsuits.  You ought to remember that.  21 

And this is going to - - change.  Thank you very 22 

much.   23 

[crosstalk] 24 

CELESTE:  Hello, my name is Celeste - - and 25 



 44 

my son Yaya Sellers in in the 6th grade at 1 

Democracy Prep 3.  Hello.  Hello.  Everyone, I 2 

need your attention right now.  It's not about 3 

space.  It's not about space.  - - All right, 4 

you too, you in the back.  - - ask to come here, 5 

DOE, DOT, if you have a problem you should blame 6 

DOE because my heart is broken here.  - - .  7 

Yes, I do.  You need to be quiet.  You have 8 

children in here.  I am a person - - .  I'm so - 9 

- my heart is broken.  Our children deserve 10 

space.  Please ensure that more students, 11 

especially young men like my son Yaya - - get 12 

the same opportunities.  [crosstalk]  You need 13 

change - - .  [crosstalk] 14 

MS. REEVES:  - - followed by - - . 15 

FEMALE VOICE:  First of all, I want to say 16 

that this school is not a failing school.  17 

That's one, and two I have two second grades in 18 

here that was also failing at one time, and with 19 

the help of the parent, - - to help those 20 

children.  - - do they have the same privileges 21 

as you too?  My youngest son got his - - .  But 22 

them other two are doing so good, and guess what 23 

I graduated from public school, and went to a 24 

four-year university and got a degree.  - - a 25 
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good education.  - - right along with 1 

everybody else - - .  - - trying to help each 2 

other.  And - - my children get into Democracy 3 

Prep 3 - - has an IEP, he's not getting in.  The 4 

ones with the IEP ain't getting in.  - - 5 

children is going to - - a different place, a 6 

different place.  - - .   7 

[applause] 8 

RACHEL:  My name is Rachel - - , and my 9 

daughter - - and we represent Democracy Prep 3.  10 

Education is for everyone - - equal.  So we - -11 

 .  You ought to - - .  [crosstalk]  12 

MS. REEVES:  Ladies and gentlemen, can you 13 

hold on for a moment.  Ladies and gentlemen, 14 

ladies and gentlemen, ladies and gentlemen, 15 

would you please hold on for a moment.  The 16 

superintendent stated a minute ago - - .  When 17 

we all leave, the little children that are here 18 

tonight, they are basically - - going to go on 19 

and on.  There are certain - - and some - - .  20 

We are here to listen to one another. Ladies and 21 

gentlemen, it's not good for our children.  22 

 RACHEL:  We've got to go.  As I was saying, 23 

we all need an equal education for our children.  24 

Democracy Prep 3 is the way to go.  We need the 25 
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space.  We are not pushing you all out.  We 1 

need the space.  We and you all need - - .  We - 2 

- to our children the same opportunities that 3 

your children - - .  [crosstalk]  4 

FEMALE VOICE:  Good evening, everyone.  - -5 

 .  I'm here tonight just to say a few things.  6 

I'm Presidents Council of District 5 - - 7 

president and this school has been assigned to 8 

me. I am an alumni of this school from 1968.  I 9 

want you to know that.  I also want you to know 10 

that this school was primarily and historically 11 

always an elementary school so why does it 12 

matter when - - forced to change the 13 

configuration.  I feel that first and foremost 14 

it's a safety issue.  That's number one, and I 15 

want to say something else too about the yellow 16 

shirts.  Don't be fooled because everybody in 17 

here in a yellow shirt tonight is not desirable.  18 

As I came in outside, they were giving away 19 

yellow shirts, hats, whatever, granola bars, - -  20 

to fool you.  Don't be followed. I also want to 21 

know why is it that everyone here is screaming 22 

and yelling?  The idea is to share space, not to 23 

take over space.  Past experience has proven 24 

that when you do come in, you bring in 25 
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everything past the children's looking, 1 

curious eyes that they don't have, and then 2 

they're told that they will not share in that, 3 

which is very wrong. It's not the same if 4 

there's a fire drill you have separate exits.  5 

Kids of different ages should not be mixed.  - - 6 

as I said it is a safety issue.  We are all 7 

here, but the bottom line is - - to go into, and 8 

even more so when your child does not get picked 9 

by a lottery Harriett Taubman.   will be right 10 

here to take your child.   11 

[crosstalk] 12 

MS. REEVES:  - - .  - - Johnson, Irona Cross 13 

[phonetic].   14 

FEMALE VOICE:  Good evening, everyone.  Good 15 

evening, everyone.  Now I'm in a particular 16 

situation because I'm the nurse here at CS154.  17 

CS154, community school 154, the Harriett 18 

Taubman school, the best school on the block 19 

I'll put against any school.  [crosstalk]  And I 20 

want to tell you as a child advocate, as someone 21 

who loves all children, each and every one of 22 

your children, I know what the insides of a 23 

child looks like, and so I love all children.  24 

But one of the things I want to tell you about 25 
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is we have this saying that knowledge is 1 

power.  And our principal has been here, the 2 

principal in this school for 15 years, and she 3 

has changed the school from a - - school to a 4 

good school, a school in good standing.  We have 5 

some of the most outstanding teachers here at 6 

the school, and guess what, even some of our 7 

schools where our guidance counselors when we 8 

look at schools to send our children to we will 9 

look at Democracy Prep 3 as a school.  What 10 

grieves me tonight is when you have visitors 11 

coming in that want to share space, and as a 12 

person who lives, still lives, born and raise 13 

din Harlem, what grieves me here tonight is that 14 

you come not in solidarity but you come to want 15 

to take over.  I imagine when you come to my 16 

house, you may want to bring a glass of wine, a 17 

bottle of wine, or a cake or something, but 18 

you're coming divided.  Wouldn't it be lovely 19 

for us to be as one.  But that's not how you're 20 

coming, and so it would seem that this may be 21 

illustrative of how we would really coexist.  22 

I'm concerned tonight as I take - - youngest 23 

from pre-K and potentially all the way up to 24 

8th.  The safety issues are ridiculous.   25 
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MALE VOICE:  Thank you.   1 

FEMALE VOICE:  I just want us to think about 2 

that tonight because our kids if we fight hard 3 

together they will get a great education.  And 4 

I'm telling you the great services that happen 5 

to this school from pre-K to 5 is outstanding 6 

and we want to support you in your endeavor, but 7 

we are suggesting to you tonight that this is 8 

not the building for that to happen.  9 

[crosstalk]   10 

IRONA WHITECROSS:  My name is Irona 11 

Whitecross, and I have four kids here, two 12 

graduated and went to - - .  Because of the 13 

teachers here my kids are on the honor roll.   14 

[applause]  I don't care - - I'm a strong, 15 

black parent [crosstalk]  I want my kids to 16 

learn.  I want - - teachers to teach them.  17 

[applause]  I teach them how to respect their 18 

elders, get good grades, - - they come in and 19 

out of my building every day to walk their 20 

little sisters, no disrespect Democracy Prep, I 21 

have a child here that has an IEP.  When you all 22 

come in this building, everything that she needs 23 

is going to be taken away, and guess what I am 24 

not, and I repeat not going to let that happen.  25 
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[crosstalk]  I will go the distance for my 1 

kids not - - schools, public space, but this is 2 

154, and I'm - - 154 from my kids education.  - 3 

- building.  Get your own school building, get 4 

your own.   5 

MALE VOICE:  - - somebody else's home, so 6 

make sure you pick up your garbage.   7 

MS. REEVES:  The speaker list is now 8 

exhausted.  Again, you're welcome to make any 9 

comments and feedback you may have at any time 10 

before the panel for education policy votes on 11 

this proposal at its April 28th meeting.  The e-12 

mail address and phone number where comments may 13 

be made are D05proposals@schools.nyc.gov.  I 14 

repeat that e-mail address, 15 

D05proposals@schools.nyc.gov. and/or you may 16 

call 212-374-3466, 212-374-3466.  Thank you for 17 

your participation.  This joint public hearing 18 

is now closed.   19 

 20 

 21 

C E R T I F I C A T E 22 

The prior proceedings were transcribed from 23 

audio files and have been transcribed to the 24 

best of my ability. 25 
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