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Date:    June 26, 2011 

 

Topic:  The Proposed Grade Truncation of P.S. 160 Walter Francis Bishop 

(28Q160) to a K-5 School 

 

Date of Panel Vote:  June 27, 2011 

 

 

Summary of Proposal 

 

P.S. 160 Walter Francis Bishop (28Q160, “P.S. 160”) is an existing elementary school located at 

109-59 Inwood Avenue, Queens, NY, 11435, in Community School District 28, in Building 

Q160 (“Q160”). P.S. 160 currently serves students in kindergarten through sixth grade in 

addition to a pre-kindergarten program. On May 13, 2011,the Department of Education (DOE) 

issued a proposal to truncate P.S. 160’s sixth grade beginning in September 2012, which would 

mean that the school would no longer enroll sixth graders after the 2011-2012 school year. Next 

year, fifth and sixth graders would enroll in middle school for the 2012-2013 school year through 

District 28’s Middle School Choice process. This change is supported by the P.S. 160 principal. 

 

If this proposal is approved, at the close of the 2011-2012 school year, all fifth and sixth graders 

who meet promotional standards would graduate from P.S. 160. In September 2012, these 

students would enter middle school as sixth and seventh graders, respectively. Beginning in 

2012-2013, P.S. 160 would serve students only in kindergarten through fifth grade and would 

continue to offer a pre-kindergarten program. From that time forward, P.S. 160 students would 

participate in the middle school choice process during fifth grade and move on to middle school 

for sixth grade.  

 

Middle schools typically enroll students beginning in sixth grade, and P.S. 160 students have the 

option to apply to start middle school as sixth graders. P.S. 160 students who wait until sixth 

grade to apply to middle school are limited to those schools that still have available seventh-

grade seats. In particular, there are several unzoned, choice middle schools in District 28, and 

those schools rarely have open seventh-grade seats, which become available only if sixth graders 

leave the school. As a result, students who remain at P.S. 160 through sixth grade will have 

fewer options than their peers who start middle school a year earlier.  

 

                                                 
1
 This Analysis of Public Comments reflects those public comments received to date.  The DOE will continue to  

   accept public comments until Sunday, June 26, 2011 at 6:00 p.m.  If any additional comments are received, they  

   will be addressed in an amended analysis. 
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This proposed grade truncation will help standardize middle school application and entry grades 

in District 28, giving all P.S. 160 students access to the same range of middle school options as 

their peers throughout the district. 
 

Summary of Comments Received at the Joint Public Hearings 

 

A joint public hearing regarding this proposal was held at P.S. 160 Walter Francis Bishop 

on June 14, 2011. At that hearing, interested parties had an opportunity to provide input on the 

proposal.  Approximately 10 members of the public attended the hearing, and 4 people offered 

comments on the proposal.  Present at the meeting were District 28 Superintendent Beverly 

Ffolkes-Bryant, P.S. 160 Principal Jermaine Garden and Community Education Council 28 

(“CEC 28”) member Denise Nelom.  

 

The following comment was made at the joint public hearing regarding the truncation 

proposal: 

 

1. One commenter asked if the DOE will help sixth graders get into the middle school of 

their choice and what supports are in place to guide families in making decisions about 

where to send their children for middle school.  The commenter also asked whether new 

schools will be opened in the district. 

2. One commenter said she had made a personal choice to keep her son at P.S. 160 for sixth 

grade and she asked whether there would be other sixth grade students at P.S. 160 during 

the 2011-2012 school year. 

 

The DOE received the following comments at the joint public hearing which did not directly 

relate to the truncation proposal: 

 

3. One commenter asked what forms she would need to complete if her child was not given 

a spot at the middle school of his or her choice. 

4. One commenter stated that parents need as much support from the DOE as possible in 

helping students prepare for the transition to middle school.   

 

 

Summary of  Issues Raised in Written and/or Oral Comments Submitted to the DOE 

 

The DOE received no comments by e-mail or telephone. 

 

 

Analysis of Issues Raised, Significant Alternatives Proposed  

and Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

With respect to comment 1, the DOE will publish a directory of middle schools in 

District 28 in the fall.  The directory will include information about each middle school in 

District 28 in addition to detailed information concerning application procedures.  Families may 

also contact P.S. 160’s main office or the Office of Enrollment with any questions about the 

process for filling out and submitting a Middle School Choice application.  No new middle 

schools are scheduled to open in September 2011. However, District 28 currently maintains a 
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surplus of middle school seats as detailed in section III. C. in the educational impact statement 

that describes the proposal. We will continue to assess the seat need in the district, available 

under-utilized space and new construction to determine whether District 28 needs additional 

middle school seats and has the space to accommodate those seats.    

 

With respect to comment 2, P.S. 160 will serve at least one section of students in 6
th

 

grade during the 2011-2012 school year.  The exact number of 6
th

 grade students to be served at 

P.S. 160 in 2011-2012 has not yet been determined.  

 

 

Changes Made to the Proposal 

 

No changes in the proposal were made in response to public feedback. 


