
Term Definition
D75 administrative handbook has a long list of acronyms: 

http://schools.nyc.gov/documents/d75/district/d75_administrative_handbook_final2.pdf

ALBETAC Asian Languages Bilingual/ ESL Education Technical Assistance Center. Arabic, Bengali, Chinese, Korean, 

Russian and Urdu 

APE Adapted Physical Education: The Adapted Physical Education program is developmentally appropriate 

physical education. It is adapting, modifying, and/or changing a physical activity so it is as appropriate 

for the person with a disability as it is for a person without a disability. We are providing numerous 

ways that some sports and activities can be modified and/or changed. The goal is to have an activity 

where ALL students can fully participate in Physical Education.

Federal law mandates that physical education be provided to students with disabilities and defines 

Physical Education as the development of:

physical and motor skills 

fundamental motor skills and patterns (throwing, catching, walking, running, etc) 

skills in aquatics, dance, and individual and group games and sports (including intramural and lifetime 

sports) 




ARIS Achievement Reporting Innovation System: The Achievement Reporting and Innovation System (ARIS) 

is a first of its kind innovation system that applies assessment, analytics and reporting tools with goals 

of: 

Empowering educators to improve student outcomes 

Transforming information into improved classroom practice 

Stimulating, capturing, validating, and disseminating innovation 

ARIS provides educators with a consolidated view of student learning-related data and tools to 

collaborate and share knowledge about how to accelerate student learning

ARIS Parent Link is a place where parents or guardians can easily find information regarding a student’s 

attendance and periodic assessments and NY State test results, including Regents exams.  Parents of 

students in middle school and high school can also access report card grades, unofficial transcripts, and 

important information about high school graduation requirements. ARIS Parent Link is a great resource 

to help you identify what types of learning activities you can do at home with your child to improve his 

or her achievement

ASD Austism Spectrum Disorder: a group of developmental disabilities that can cause significant social, 

communication and behavioral cahnges. People with ASDs handle information in their brain differently 

than other people. There are three types of ASDs: Austic Disorder, Asperger Syndrome, and Atypical 

Autism. 

ATS Automate the  Schools: Automate the Schools (ATS) is a school-based administrative system which 

standardizes and automates the collection and reporting of data for all students in the New York City 

Public Schools. It provides for automated entry and reporting of citywide student biographical data; on-

line admissions, discharges, and transfers; attendance; grade promotion; pupil transportation and 

exam processing; and many other functions. In addition, it has a school-based management 

component that supplies aggregate student data, human resources data, and purchasing information 

for use by school administrators and school-based management committees.BIP Behavior Intervention Plan: A plan to address problem behavior that includes, as appropriate, positive 

behavioral interventions, strategies and supports, program modifications and supplementary aids and 

services that may be required to address the problem behavior.

CAP Child Assistance Program: Computerized data collection system to track the process students go 

through when referred for possible special education services Developed and implemented as a result 

of the 1979 Jose P. Federal Court decision,mandating the New York City Department of Education to 

develop a data system to track the process students go through when referred for possible special 

education services. CBST Central Based Support Team:



CCSE Citywide Council on Special Education: The Citywide Council on Special Education (CCSE) will advocate 

on behalf of all students who have an Individualized Education Program. Nine of the eleven voting 

members of the CCSE are parents of students who have an Individualized Education Program (IEP). 

Two additional voting members are appointed by the Public Advocate and must have extensive 

experience and knowledge in educating, training or employing individuals with disabilities. A high 

school senior who has an Individualized Education Program is selected by the Chancellor’s Designee CPSE Committee on Pre-School Education: A multidisciplinary team that meets to determine the needs of a 

student with a disability (or suspected of having a disability) aged 3-5

CSE Committees on Special Education: The Committee on Special Education (CSE) stores student special 

education records, opens all initial referrals and assigns a CSE case number for public school students. 

The CSE also manages all special education issues for non-public schools (private, parochial) and 

charter schools, including: 

Conducting evaluations. 

Offering placements (in conjunction with OSEPO). 

Conducting resolution sessions, mediations and  impartial hearings.

Managing non-attending students and Committee on Pre-School Education (CPSE) issues.ELA English Language Arts

ELL English Language Learners: students who speak a language other than English at home and score 

below proficient on English assessments when they enter our school system

ESL English as a Second Language

FAPE Free, Appropriate Public Education: No otherwise qualified individual with a disability in the United 

States . . . shall, solely by reason of her or his disability, be excluded from the participation in, be 

denied the benefits of, or be subjected to discrimination under any program or activity receiving 

Federal financial assistanceFBA Functional Behavioral Assessment: A problem-solving process for addressing student problem 

behavior. FBA relies on a variety of techniques and strategies to identify the reasons for a specific 

behavior and to help IEP Teams select interventions that directly address the problem behavior.

HLIS Home Language Identification Survey: All parents or guardians of newly enrolled students are required 

to complete a Home Language Identification Survey (HLIS), administered by a trained pedagogue.This 

survey lets school staff know what language you use in your home and if your child is an ELL student. If 

the HLIS indicates that your child uses a language other than English, he or she is administered an 

English proficiency test called the Language Assessment Battery-Revised (LAB-R). Performance on this 

test determines your child’s entitlement to English language development support services. (If LAB-R 

results show that a child is an ELL and Spanish is used in the home, he or she must also take a Spanish 

LAB to determine language dominance.)



IAES Interiem Alternative Educational Setting: a temporary educational placement, other than the student's 

current placement at the time the behavior precipitating the IAES placement occrued. A student  who 

is placed in IAES shall continue to receive educational services to as to enable the student to continue 

to participate in the general education curriculum. The student shall also recieve, as appropriate, a 

functional behavioral assessment (FBA) and behavioral intervention services and modifications that are 

designed to address the behavior violation so that it does not recur. ICT Integrated Co-Teaching. 

IDEA Individuals with Disabilities Education Act: The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA) is a law 

ensuring services to children with disabilities throughout the nation. IDEA governs how states and 

public agencies provide early intervention, special education and related services to more than 6.5 

million eligible infants, toddlers, children and youth with disabilitiesIEP Individualized Education Program: An Individualized Educational Program (IEP) describes the special 

education and related services specifically designed to meet the unique educational needs of a student 

with a disability. An IEP is the guiding document for a student's educational program. It includes all of 

the goals, objectives, present levels of performance and related services that are recommended for 

the student. 


ISC Integrated Service Center: The Integrated Service Center (ISC) delivers professional services to our 

schools, such as payroll, human resources, and food services. In partnership with School Support, we 

enable school communities to focus more energy on providing the highest quality educational 

experience to New York City students.LAB-R Language Assessment Battery: Test adminstered to determine students' English proficiency level and 

placement in the appropriate bilingual or ESL calss within ten school days of admission. 

LRE Least Restrictive Environment: Placement of students with disabilities in special classes, separate 

schools or other removal from the regular educational environment occurs only when the nature of 

severity of the disability is such that even with the sue of supllementary aids adn services, education 

cannot be satisfacorily achieved. The least restrictive environment is therefore different for each child. 

NEST Located within supportive neighborhood schools, the pioneering ASD Nest program is designed to help higher functioning children with autism, or Asperger’s Syndrome, thrive in mainstream settings and in the community

OSE Office of Student Enrollment

OSEPO Office of Student Enrollment, Planning and Operations: works with CSE offices to facilitate placements 

of students in non-public and charter schools. 

RCT Regents Competency High School Test: Exit exams administered to special education students who 

cannot pass the standard Regents exam. 



RSE TASC Regional Special Education Technical Assisstance Support Center: RSE-TASC is specifically statewide 

support network structured with resources that will provide expertise to school districts, networks, 

and individual schools to improve core instructional programs that research has shown to be effective 

for students with disabilities and to provide improved coordination of regional resources and 

accountability to VESID for results. RTI Response to Intervention: Instruction and behavior intervention, progress monitoring, formative 

evaluations, and effective interventions that produce improved child outcomes.

SED State Education Department

SETSS Special Education Teacher Support Services: The SETSS provider circulates throughout the classes to 

support the students, assess needs, and evaluate progress as it relates to the individual student's IEP. 

The District 75 SETSS provider is responsible for the development of the IEP, for creating lesson 

adaptations and modifications, behavior plans, and for teaching the paraprofessionals involved in the 

program to carry out these supports when teh SETSS provider is not in the classroom. SIFE Students with Interrupted Formal Education: Students who come from a home in which a language 

other than Enligsh is spoken or are immigrated students and enter a US school afte rgrade 2; have had 

at least two years less schooling than their peers; function at least two years below expected grade 

level in reading and mathematics; and may be pre-literate in their first langauge.

SMILE Structured Methods in Language Education: used with students having severe language disabilities due 

to such factors as autistic disorder, central auditory dysfunction, impaired hearing, or mental handicap. 

SMILE develops a hierarchy of skills leading from phonology to morphology to syntax. It starts with the 

smallest unit of language, the phoneme, which is immediately associated with its written 

representation, the grapheme. As soon as the sound system and a number of words have been 

learned, syntax is taught through linguistic string formulas and sentence patterns. The teaching 

progresses from simple to complex at each level of the curriculum. The SMILE approach also 

incorporates development of attention, specific and consistent teaching methodology, use of structure 

and routine, immediate reinforcement, successive approximations leading to exact repetition, pattern SOPM Standard Operating Procedures Manual: A comprehensive guide to the referral, evaluation, and 

placement processes for school-age students suspected of having a disability and those who are 

already identified. TCI Theraputic Crisis Intervention: A crisis intervention model that focuses on assisting organizations in 

preventing crises from occurring, de-escalating potential crises, managing acute physical behavior, and 

reducing potential and actual injury to young people and staff. 

VESID Office of Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities: This office is responsible 

for offering access to a full range of services that may be needed by persons with disabilities through 

its administration of special education, vocational rehabilitation and independent living programs. 

Eligibility requirements for VESID: mental or physical impairment, impairment impedes employment, 

ability to benefit from services, services are necessary to overcome employment barriers. 



SESIS Special Education School Improvement Specialists: 

• Serves as a key member of the School Support Organization; work with

teams to create and implement instructional and behavioral support and

improvement strategies.

• Designs and delivers professional support focused on literacy, behavior

support, and instruction for students with disabilities.

• Completes SED-mandated data reports; gathers data and drafts required

reports and/or correspondence.

• Attends all mandatory SED/RSE-TASC conferences, trainings, and

professional development, including statewide network conferences.

• Uses the Quality Indicator Review and Resource Guide, and other tools,

to analyze and inform instructional practices.
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• Performs other tasks and projects for targeted schools reported in the

Quality Improvement Process (QIP) plan.

PIP Personal Intervention Plan: A Personal Intervention Plan (PIP) should be developed for standardized 

students in grades 3, 5, 7, and 8-plus

who have been retained one or more times in the designated grade; students promoted to 4th grade, 

but were

promotion-in-doubt last year in grade 3 and students in grade 9 lacking a minimum of ten high school 

credits.

The Personal Intervention Plan outlines the frequency, duration, and intensity of the academic 

intervention

services provided to meet the needs of each student. In the fall, the school Academic Intervention 

Teams (AIT)OSIS # Nine-digit student ID number

PBIS Positive behavior intervention and support

OT Occupational Therapy

ORCS Office of Related and Contractual Services

PT Physical Therapy

CDOS Career Development and Occupational Standards



NYSAA New York State Alternate Assessment

HES Hearing Education Servcies: Hearing education services are designed to provide intensive instruction in 

speech reading, auditory training and language development to enhance the growth of 

receptive/expressive communication skills.

Hearing education services are delivered to students with a history of chronic fluctuating hearing loss 

greater than 15 dBHL in the better ear or other hearing loss equal to or greater than 25 dBHL in the ear EVS Education Vision Services

VESID Office of Vocational and Educational Services for Individuals with Disabilities officers placement and job training for students with disabilities. 


