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Dear Educators:

During the 2013 spring semester, the Office of English Language Learners (OELL) will pilot Scientific Learning, Inc.’s Fast ForWord reading intervention program. The program focuses on learning and cognitive skill development for grades K to 12.  Its “brain fitness” approach will help students develop skills associated with M.A.P.S. (memory, attention, processing and sequencing) – areas critical to building and strengthening the parts of the brain that are essential for reading success.  
20 schools with bilingual programs (Transitional Bilingual Education or Dual Language) will be chosen to participate in the pilot. In order for us to be able to assess the benefits of such a program, it must be implemented with fidelity.  As such, schools must commit to using the program every day; you should plan on using a 45 minute protocol either during the school day or as part of an after-school program.  We are asking that schools implement the program from February to June, at which time data will be collected to analyze program effectiveness. The schools that are selected will have agreed to implement Fast ForWord on a consistent basis to their participating ELLs.  In addition, the school will also agree to help both OELL and Scientific Learning collect the data necessary to show the efficacy of the program.  
With Fast ForWord, student progress is automatically monitored on a daily basis by the program and may be summarized in a variety of formats. Comprehensive staff development will be provided both on-site and through web-based training. Students may be placed in the program by using a pre-test or teacher recommendations.  Scientific Learning will assign a Progress Monitor who will assist you and your staff in effectively analyzing and tracking student progress.  
If selected, you will meet with Fast ForWord staff to determine whether or not you have the capability to run this web-based program.  OELL will be providing the software and staff development to your school at no cost as part of the pilot program; however any costs associated with upgrading the school’s hardware are the school’s responsibility.  
  

For more information on the Fast ForWord program and the technical specifications needed to support it, see http://www.scilearn.com.  For additional information about the program please contact Odalys Igneri at oigneri@schools.nyc.gov. 
If your school is interested in piloting the Fast ForWord program, please complete the application below and return it no later than May 13, 2013 email to Odalys Igneri at oigneri@schools.nyc.gov.
Regards,

Angelica Infante

Chief Executive Officer
Office of English Language Learners

Part I.  General School Information 

	District
:
	       Borough:
	School’s DBN:


	School Address:
	
	

	Principal’s name:
	        Principal’s e-mail address:


	

	Cluster: 

Program contact:
Principal’s phone number:

	    Network: Contact: 

    e-mail address and telephone #:


	

	# of students in your school:              # of ELLs:                                         Projected # of ELLs in the program: 
Do you have a bilingual program: Y   or   N

Please choose which program is present in your school: TBE   or   DL
Part II.  ELL Population and Programs   

	

	Grade level(s) and proficiency level(s) of ELLs in your school (Indicate number of students.)

	Proficiency
	Grade

	
	K
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8
	9
	10
	11
	12

	Beginning
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Intermediate
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Advanced 
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	Proficient
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	


Part III.  Program Use and Logistics (Enter responses in narrative form under the questions.) 
1. Describe your overall plan to use Scientific Learning’s Fast ForWord program during your spring semester. Please indicate whether implementation would be through a regular programmed period, an after-school program, or an enrichment program. 

2. Based on the time needed for the implementation protocol, please describe your planned schedule.  
3. Which ELLs will use the program? Describe who will be selected, including grade level and proficiency level, as well as other considerations. Describe why the ELLs selected will benefit from using this program.

4. Which staff members (e.g., ESL teacher, Bilingual teacher, other) will use the program? How will they be selected? 

Part IV.  Agreement and Certification

As the principal, I certify that the information provided above is accurate and true to my knowledge. By participating in the Fast ForWord’s spring semester pilot program, I understand that I am granting permission to the Office of English Language Learners and Scientific Learning to visit my school in order to evaluate the program and collect data. Mutually convenient times will be arranged for visits. Evaluations may include gathering metrics as well as qualitative data from students and staff.   

	
	
	


Principal’s Name



       Principal’s Signature

	


Date
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