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Using the NAEP Questions Tool as an Instructional Resource 
 

Website: http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/landing.aspx 

 

The NAEP Questions Tool (NQT) contains a bank of released NAEP questions that can be used as 

examples of what NAEP asks students on the assessments and as a supplement to classroom instruction. 

In addition to viewing or downloading the questions in Word format, scoring rubrics, sample student 

responses, and performance results for students across the nation and in New York City are also 

available.  On the landing page of the NQT website, the “Tutorial” button contains several videos that 

demonstrate the major functionality and features of the tool, which are also described below.   

 

Searching for Sample Questions in the NQT 

From the NQT landing page, select the content area you wish to search. You can then specify additional 

criteria using the following categories:  

● Grade (4, 8, & 12) 

● Type of Question (Multiple Choice, Short Constructed Response, Extended Constructed Response)  

● Difficulty (Easy, Medium, Hard) 

● Content Classifications 

● Year Administered on the NAEP 

 

Keyword Search 

In addition to the above listed criteria, the NQT offers a keyword search feature that educators may find 

very useful when searching for items that address a particular Common Core standard.  For example, 

typing “fraction” in the keyword search box for Grade 4 mathematics questions returns the 6 results 

shown below: 

 

 

http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/landing.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/landing.aspx
http://nces.ed.gov/nationsreportcard/itmrlsx/help/tutorial/overview.aspx
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Viewing Sample Questions 

You can click on any of the questions from the list of search results to see the question itself. Clicking on 

“View Question Detail” may provide additional information – for example, it allows you to see passages 

for reading questions and any diagrams that may be referenced in particular math problems.  

 

Creating Instructional Resources 

While you may print individual questions, teachers may find it more useful to create resources based 

around multiple questions.  Start by selecting criteria using the search function. Click on the green + icon 

in the first column next to the questions you wish to include. The + sign will turn into a √ mark, as it has 

for the six items shown below.   

 

 
 

Notice that the “My Workspace” tab has a “(6)” next to it. The six selected items from previous steps have 

now been added to this user’s workspace. By clicking on the “My Workspace” tab and selecting options 

from the “My Work” section on the left-hand side of the screen, users can then export questions, answers, 

student responses, and national performance data to a Microsoft Word file. 

 

 


