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[START RECORDING] 1 

MS. ELIZABETH ROSE:  Good evening.  Can 2 

everybody hear me? 3 

MALE VOICE 1:  Yes. 4 

MS. ROSE:  Good.  We might be able to do 5 

this without the mic, but there is a little 6 

noise in the hallway.  We'll keep the 7 

microphone. 8 

Welcome, this is a joint public hearing of 9 

the Department of Education, Community Education 10 

Council 4, and the school leadership teams of PS 11 

50, Veda, Mark, Antonio, the New York Center for 12 

Autism Charter School, and DREAM Charter School 13 

for the proposed extension of the temporary re-14 

siting and co-location of DREAM Charter School's 15 

kindergarten and first grade students in this 16 

building for the remainder of the 2013/2014 17 

school year. 18 

Does anybody require translation services?  19 

Okay.  So I am Elizabeth Rose.  I am the Chief 20 

of Staff of the Division of Operations of the 21 

Department of Education, and I am the 22 

Chancellor's designee for this hearing. 23 

I am joined tonight by my esteemed 24 

colleagues here on the stage.  Going from the 25 
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left, Dr. Elliott from PS 50; Principal Cynthia 1 

Rochez from PS 50; Julie Fisher, Executive 2 

Director of New York Center for Autism Charter 3 

School; Eve Colavito, Executive Director of 4 

DREAM Charter School; Elender Foxe from CEC 4; 5 

Nicole McClammy--did I pronounce that correctly-6 

-from CEC 4.  We are also joined by our new 7 

District 4 Superintendent, Alex Estrella. 8 

This hearing is being recorded.  The purpose 9 

of this hearing is for you to provide comments 10 

about this proposal.  Before I describe the 11 

proposal, I want to make sure you are all aware 12 

of the opportunity to provide your input.  If 13 

you wish to speak, please sign up at the speaker 14 

sign-up area just outside of this auditorium, 15 

just outside these doors.  The sign-up list will 16 

close in 15 minutes, so 6:25 by the clock at the 17 

back of the room. 18 

Speakers will be given the floor in the 19 

order they are signed up.  All comments are 20 

limited to two minutes.  There may be elected 21 

officials who arrive at different times 22 

throughout the evening.  If they wish to speak, 23 

we will do our best to accommodate them at the 24 

earliest opportune moment, and those who are 25 
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here at the start of the public comment segment 1 

will be allowed to speak first. 2 

All comments will be included in the 3 

analysis of public comment, which will be 4 

published and provided to the Panel for 5 

Educational Policy the evening before the Panel 6 

votes on this proposal.  The vote is scheduled 7 

for October 15th, 2013.  In addition, we welcome 8 

any comments and feedback you may have at any 9 

time before the Panel votes on this proposal, 10 

and we except those comments by e-mail and, 11 

also, by telephone.  So if you would like to e-12 

mail your comments, the e-mail address is 13 

d04proposals@schools.nyc.gov, and the telephone 14 

number is 212-374-3466. 15 

I'm now going to read the summary of the 16 

proposal.  On June 27th, 2013, the Chancellor of 17 

the New York City Department of Education, DOE, 18 

issued an emergency declaration for the re-19 

siting and co-location of the kindergarten and 20 

first grades of DREAM Charter School with PS 50 21 

and New York Center for Autism Charter School in 22 

this building, building M0504 the start of the 23 

2013/2014 school year. 24 

Because of the limited space in DREAM's 25 
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original building, also known as M121 up the 1 

street, DREAM entered into negotiations to lease 2 

private space to serve its kindergarten and 3 

first grade students during the 2013-2014 school 4 

year.  The Department of Education was not a 5 

party to those negotiations, which continued 6 

throughout much of last school year. 7 

When those negotiations broke down, it was 8 

too late for DREAM to obtain alternative space 9 

for their students for this school year; 10 

therefore, the Department of Education 11 

determined that it was necessary to find a 12 

suitable school-ready space to house DREAM's 13 

kindergarten and first grade students for the 14 

2013-2014 school year.  DREAM's kindergarten and 15 

first grade students are currently attending 16 

school in this building, alongside PS 50 17 

students and New York Center for Autism 18 

students. 19 

An emergency declaration is only valid for a 20 

six-month period, and that ends November 2013.  21 

The Department Of Education is proposing to 22 

extend this co-location of DREAM kindergarten 23 

and first grade students through the end of the 24 

current school year, the 2013-2014 school year.  25 



 6

If this proposal is approved by the Panel for 1 

Educational Policy, DREAM's kindergarten and 2 

first grade students will be able to remain in 3 

this building for the rest of the school year. 4 

That concludes the summary of the proposal 5 

grade, so, first, we'd like to turn to the CEC 6 

to ask if they would like to make a statement or 7 

any comments on the proposal at this time. 8 

MS. ELENDER FOXE:  No. 9 

MS. NICOLE MCCLAMMY:  No. 10 

MS. ROSE:  Okay.  No statements from the 11 

CEC.  Next, we'd like to turn to the principals 12 

and executive directors of the schools in the 13 

building if they wish to make any statements at 14 

this time. 15 

MS. MOIRA CRAY:  No. 16 

MS. ROSE:  Okay, no statements from the 17 

principals.  So we are now at the public comment 18 

portion of the evening, and, even though we are 19 

already beginning public comment, there is still 20 

10 more minutes if anybody wishes to sign up to 21 

speak.  So one of my colleagues is getting the 22 

speaker sign-up list. 23 

Our first speaker is Jackie Vallejo. 24 

MS. JACQUELINE VALLEJO:  Good evening, 25 



 7

everybody.  My name is Jacqueline Vallejo, and 1 

my daughter's name is Tierra Longworth.  She is 2 

in the first grade.  I'm basically here--I'm 3 

also a family--part of the family, the Board, as 4 

a family representative.  I'm basically here to 5 

support DREAM and, also, to support our first 6 

graders, and kindergartners, and our family 7 

members. 8 

I feel that we need--I'm here to voice, and 9 

we need the space to continue the kids' part of 10 

DREAM's values, which is to grow and learn.  11 

And, basically, without the space, they are not 12 

going to be able to do that.  So I'm not only 13 

here to ask, but I'm also here to, like, really, 14 

really beg for us to continue the space here. 15 

And it's not like it's, like, another five 16 

years; it's just a little--we just need that 17 

short period of time until we get our building 18 

together.  And that's basically what I wanted to 19 

say tonight, and I want to thank everybody that 20 

took the time to come over here and to support 21 

our kids and the family members. 22 

MS. ROSE:  - - .  Okay.  Our next speaker is 23 

Marilyn Cruz.  Does anybody know Marilyn Cruz?  24 

Is she here?  It's a small group.  Come on. 25 
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MS. MARILYN CRUZ:  Hi, hello, my name is 1 

Marilyn.  I have a son named Sebastian Palermo 2 

and Arielle Palermo.  I am very happy that my 3 

kids attend DREAM, and I love the space that 4 

they have.  It's very comfortable. 5 

MS. ROSE:  Okay.  Next, we have Adella 6 

Reyes. 7 

MS. ADELLA REYES (Through Interpreter):  8 

good afternoon.  My name is Adella Reyes.  I 9 

have a child in this program.  She is Ashley 10 

Aragon.  I want to thank to this school, you 11 

give the space.  That is very good.  I hope that 12 

we still have it for at least a year until they 13 

get the new school.  Thank you.  And DREAM is a 14 

school, really good.  I love it.  It's 15 

wonderful. 16 

MS. ROSE:  Jose Mario. 17 

MR. JOSE MARIO:  Good evening, all.  I 18 

wanted to share--I mean, I'm not too familiar 19 

with sharing space, but one of the things that 20 

has been great for me and my wife, we have a 21 

single son, Nicholas.  He's in first grade, and 22 

he's been coming to this building, at least, 23 

this year.  He's sharing one of his siblings. 24 

He has a cousin that goes to this school.  25 
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And he is going around saying my sister, my 1 

sister.  And the other day when my wife says the 2 

teacher said, I met your daughter, and she says, 3 

we don't have a daughter, but Nicholas is going 4 

around saying that he has a sister in the 5 

school, and that's Ashley.  So my niece helps me 6 

bring him in the morning, also, but, at the same 7 

time, she's helping us and the family raise him, 8 

since he has no siblings.  And he's always 9 

alone, so, when he comes to school, he's super 10 

excited.  He gets reflection sheets every day. 11 

When we go to church, there is only girls.  12 

When we go home, there is only girls so, I mean, 13 

being in this space, at least, this year, you 14 

guys are helping raise my son.  I'm grateful to 15 

you.  So thank you, and I just hope that, at 16 

least, we could - - finish the year, and, then, 17 

we'll move to the new building, and he's going 18 

to have a sister over there. 19 

MS. ROSE:  Johanna Forreston--Fortson. 20 

MS. JOHANNA FORTSON:  Hi, my name is Johanna 21 

Fortson.  I'm the mother of Ava Fortson.  She's 22 

a first grader.  For us, DREAM has been a 23 

wonderful place for my daughter, and I've seen - 24 

- from her social worker - - .  And being in 25 
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this temporary space has been great for our 1 

little ones.  We know that our kids learn best 2 

in a safe and happy environment, and we, the 3 

DREAM families, are in appreciation of the 4 

space, and we hope to have this as a home until 5 

our new home is completed next year.  So thank 6 

you for letting us use this - - . 7 

MS. ROSE:  That concludes our speaker list.  8 

Is there anybody else who would like to provide 9 

any comments on this proposal?  Okay.  Well, 10 

then, I want to remind everyone that you can 11 

still submit comments by e-mail or by telephone 12 

any time before the Panel for Educational Policy 13 

votes on this proposal at their October 15th 14 

meeting.  So, again, the e-mail address is 15 

d04proposals@schools.nyc.gov, and the phone 16 

number is 212-374-3466. 17 

Thank you, all, for your participation, and 18 

this joint public hearing is now closed. 19 

FEMALE VOICE 1:  Thank you. 20 

[END RECORDING] 21 
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C E R T I F I C A T E 2 

The prior proceedings were transcribed from 3 

audio files and have been transcribed to the 4 

best of my ability. 5 
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