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NEW YORK CITY 

DEPARTMENT OF EDUCATION, CAPITAL AND GRANTS FINANCE
Contracts for Excellence
C4E Questions/Public Comments

CEC D5
[START RECORDING]

FEMALE VOICE 1:  We'll tape the public comments portion, so that those comments are, comments and/or questions, which are then sent to the department.  If there are any questions that require more of an answer, I will get those answers to you.  That's the reason that we're taping.  Also, note that the public can also provide comments by writing October 18th.  Those comments should be submitted.  If you would like to submit them to [recording distortion].  
FEMALE VOICE 2:  I've got to go on the record by saying this is no disrespect to you, because I understand the - - and ask you to do.  But there is no way that a 15 minute presentation in C4E to treating education helpful is adequate in order to prolific public comments.  The number of people that we have in this room at the beginning of our meeting is apparently a handful and thanks for remaining.  But there's a handful is.  It speaks monumental to this county and the correct forum if the city and the state actually want to hear back from the public at large.  I think there should have been something that should have been countered for public hearing.  I think that the community or the - - in this area should have an opportunity to be present.  And I really believe that these - -, this is something that affects our school directly, that they should be in more of a presentation case, because I don't get it.  I understand that there is a lot happening, but I just don't.  Again, with all due respect, I cannot speak for my council members.  I can only speak for myself, but this presentation did not give me an understanding of how this body of work will affect our school and if it is adequately addressing the needs of our schools have.  It's apparent to what the funding will allow it to do.  Questions, comments?
FEMALE VOICE 3:  - -.  Okay.  I agree.  This is for public feedback.  Where is the rest of the absent community?  But this type of information, there's, there can't be feedback from the few of us here.  I feel that there should be another meeting to address the Contracts for Excellence, the funding, how it's allocated, and if it's--I couldn't even give feedback from sitting here tonight.  It's just that.  So I just wanted to note here that the - - .

FEMALE VOICE 4:  Oh, yes.  All right.  That the meeting and notice didn't go out to the community, which did indicate that something was going to be addressed at this meeting.  So once that happens, I know it can be handed out multiple times to the community and to everyone that is on the distribution list.  As it pertains to comments or positional comments, this is not the soul venue for you where anyone can provide comments.  That's the reason why the website is also opened up and will remain open through the middle of October, so that comments can also be provided there as well.  

FEMALE VOICE 5:  Well, I, 'cause we are on record, while I respect the comments made by the superintendent in terms of how, we categorically disagree.  Because this counsel held a public hearing on - - above and beyond our regular scheduled meeting.  And the outreach and the number of people that shows up was tantamount to  what could be done.  And there is quite a difference between having a public hearing and having an item that is on the agenda of a regular monthly meeting.  So with respect to the Board of Education, this is not the actual forum to proliferate public comments of this magnitude.  As for questions of the board--

FEMALE VOICE 1:  [Interposing] There is, but go ahead.  Yeah.  I'm writing them down, so go ahead.

MR. JOE WELSH:  Good evening, everyone.  My name is Joe Welsh.  Two quick questions.  I actually submitted this, but I'm glad it's here.  So first question with regard to test scores and some of the performance that was issued earlier.  In light of the new assessments that were used, okay.  I've got you.  So the question was looking at some of the C4E funds that have been allocated for the district, is there any evidence to suggest the amounts allocated are based on evidence or what it will take in order to boost our young people up to proficiency according to the New York State Learning Centers?  Are the amounts requested of each category be deed, class size, etc., etc., are those sufficient to get the job done and boost all of our kids up to at least proficiency, if not beyond, or was it one of a blunt decision that was the amount that was available and we just had to do the best that we could, but it may not be adequate to boost them up that far?
FEMALE VOICE 1:  Again, I reiterate that any questions posed for us will not be answered, because obviously this forum is not set up for that to happen.  Anybody else in the audience have questions or comments that they'd like to state?  Please state your name and your affiliation to this school for the record.

SARA:  My name is Sara - - and I'm a teacher here at District 5.  I believe if you don't have the information that you're supposed to have from the audience.  This is an election year.  Get your politicians into action.  Have a meeting where we will be held responsible, the DOE will be held responsible, for making this information available to the public in a timely manner.  A lot of times when we get the information, it's at the last minute.  And people that stand, run out, you know, in a big group to come to the meetings such as this.  And sometimes we say that how in this community it's easy, because we don’t come to our meetings.  But a lot of times people read over the information and that depends on the student to take the information home to their parents.  Everyone in this community who doesn't have access to a computer, some people are computer illiterate.  So we cannot totally depend on computers to forward information to parents.  And in the distribution of the funds, I believe that one of the things that is done in this district is that same discourse with teachers, 'cause they're the ones that are in the trenches.  They're the ones that are going through whatever is ailing the school.  We know what that is.  In fact, we service not only children, but we submit with the parents.  We also have children in shelters who transition through the district.  They're here this week, they're gone the next, they come back, they leave.  And that has a reasonable effect on the school and this district.  I know for a fact that my school services nine shelter, so that is a very big section.  

FEMALE VOICE 1:  Thank you.  Just to add to that.  This counsel did request the Department of Education to hold a hearing - - and our request was denied.  But based on the record, based on the facts that Superintendent Reed - - public comments will also bring a piece to him to reach out.  What I said earlier is we're going to reach out to the - - assisted us and trying to get that onto the books in enough time, so that we can get the number of people that hold applications in this conflict and at a table, so that we can hear their comments.  
MS. BETTY MALONEY:  My name is Betty Maloney.  I, I live at 113 West 128th Street.  I'm with the feminist's organization in the community called Radical Women and I'm also a retired teacher.  I was wondering, you know, there's so much critique of the tests all across the state.  I was wondering if New York City Department of Ed is going to do an evaluation.  The critique is coming from parents, from teachers, from people that used to work and have retired from the DOE and are very critical of tests and how it's really measured of students achievement.  I'm wondering if--

FEMALE VOICE 1:  [Interposing] I apologize, but we are right now on topic of the C4E.  So is your question in line with the C4E presentation?  Otherwise, we have a public session for comments, which we're not at right now.

MS. MALONE:  Okay.  Okay.

FEMALE VOICE 1:  So we're going to have to come back to your question.  Is there anyone else who has a comment that relates to the C4E presentation?

[Recording cuts out]

FEMALE VOICE 6:  --we are of the scores.  It looks like class reduction, maintain CR, and reduced CR.  

FEMALE VOICE 7:  There's an interesting comment from the floor.  Does the public have access to the C4E presentation?  

FEMALE VOICE 1:  Does the public have access to a copy of the presentation?  'Cause the audience members won't have anything like what was being projected on the screen.  They don't have access.  We don't have copies here for everyone.

FEMALE VOICE 8:  - -.

FEMALE VOICE 1:  The only thing here is our achievement tests.  No questions?  Thank you for bringing them to our attention.  The superintendent is going to work on trying to determine where that information is available.  Because you are sitting here, once I have contact information, I can follow up with you.  That information should have been, in my opinion, should have been made available to the public and I apologize.  I am not sure if there are any rules that relate to sharing that information.  But I think you’ve made a valid attempt.

FEMALE VOICE 9:  - -.  We've just got to e-mail them, 'cause they're too long.

FEMALE VOICE 1:  Oh, I know.  And we need to have that. 

FEMALE VOICE 9:  And they will.  They've got to go.  I'm going to e-mail it, 'cause I'm still going.
FEMALE VOICE 1:  All right.  Is there anyone else that has a question, comments as it relates to the presentation?  

FEMALE VOICE 10:  When we look at--let's see.  We focused part of the application to the school.  Let me see if I can see correct.  I think it began on Page 4.
FEMALE VOICE 9:  Oh, okay.

FEMALE VOICE 10:  And when you make reference to that allocation, you said that it was used for identifying schools of students.  What does that mean?  What is that identify schools of students that are in District 5?  

FEMALE VOICE 1:  - -.

FEMALE VOICE 10:  I think that's on Page 5.
FEMALE VOICE 1:  Okay.  

FEMALE VOICE 10:  It talks about that.

FEMALE VOICE 1:  Let me see if I can't see Page 5.  

FEMALE VOICE 10:  Well, if it's only one thing about - -.  Does that speak to any specific programs, inner city, where schools have developed to address any federal programs [recording cutting out] in conjunction with that?  So that may be the [recording cutting out].  It could be the [recording cutting out] developing.  It could be through the scores [recording cutting out] who are most [recording cutting out].  Those are the  identified [recording cutting out] the district has.

FEMALE VOICE 1:  Any other questions or comments?  [recording cutting out] request that [recording cutting out] test scores on [recording cutting out].

FEMALE VOICE 9:  Okay.  Thank you.  

[END RECORDING]
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