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makes a good instructional video and 
brought their vision to life for the 
Organics Collection program. 

Partner Spotlight 

Did you know the DOE has an 
Environmental Study Center in 
Brooklyn? Check out this partner 
spotlight to learn more! 

    

     
 

Sustainability Initiative Updates 

News 

Upcoming Events 

Opportunities 

Resources 

 

    

 

    

School Spotlight      

P.S. 316 Elijah Stroud 
Students at P.S. 316 in Brooklyn brainstormed what makes a good 
instructional video and brought their vision to life, creating 
something fun and easy to understand with help from the 
Recycling Champions Program. The film was featured in a school-
wide assembly, and is just part of their efforts in promoting 
school-wide recycling. Take a look at the video, share it with your 
students, and borrow ideas to make your own!  
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Sustainability Initiative Updates 

 Sustainability Plan Submission: Sustainability coordinators must submit their sustainability plan by October 31. 
We’ve changed the process, so check out our website for instructions. Deadline is October 31. 
 

 Sustainability Poster Contest: For the fourth year, the NYC DOE Sustainability Initiative is hosting an artwork 
contest, but we’re changing it up this year! Students can create poster art with a CALL TO ACTION for 

    

http://vimeo.com/93521614
http://schools.nyc.gov/sustainabilityplan
http://schools.nyc.gov/community/facilities/sustainability/coordinators/contests/PosterCompetition


sustainability initiatives within DOE schools. The topic can be anything within the realm of sustainability (energy, 
water, recycling, ecology, etc.), but must refer to an action that could be taken at school.  Deadline for 
submissions is November 21, 2014. Check out our website for more details.  

 

                 
 

 We’ve updated our website! The site has been redesigned to make it easier to find information that pertains 
specifically to you! If you have suggestions for things you’d like to see on the website, let us know. Check it out at 
schools.nyc.gov/sustainability.  
 

 How-To Guides: The Sustainability Initiative is happy to announce the release of the new “Guide to Solar on 
Existing School Buildings.” And check out the “Guide to Green Roofs” released last year.  
 

 Sustainability Initiative Trainings: We understand that sustainability efforts in your school take a team of people, 
all working toward meaningful change. So this year, we are opening the annual trainings up to anyone in your 
school community that is on your green team! It doesn’t matter if it’s the principal, a teacher, a parent volunteer, 
or the custodian.  
 

 Energy Conservation Calendar 2014-2015: Now available for download! 
 

 New 2014-2015 Planner! We’ve put together a planner for the school year that highlights special sustainability 
days in our year (like trainings or contest deadlines) and interesting national events. Check it out! 
 

 SDI Catalog updates: DSF has updated the latest edition of the Custodian Engineers’ SDI Catalog to include 
several options for recycling bins. There is a new “Recycling, Organics, and Waste” section on pages 162-169. 
These bins have been tested in schools for cost, effectiveness and durability, and guidelines for using the bins are 
also available online.  
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News 

Organics Collection Program Expanding! The DOE added more than 330 schools to 
the program today and schools are now collection organics in all five boroughs in 
40% of DOE schools! Free resources, such as posters, labels, NEW training videos, 
and tip sheets, are available on DSNY’s website. For new schools in the program, 
take notice of P.S. 87’s bins in Manhattan, painted to discourage stealing when put 
out for collection after hours. Thanks to Abigail Gampel for this photo. 
 
 

 U.S. Department of Education Green Ribbon Schools: This recognition honors schools that are exemplary in: 
reducing environmental impact and costs; improving the health and wellness of students and staff; and 
providing effective environmental and sustainability education. New York State applications are opening 

http://schools.nyc.gov/sustainability
http://schools.nyc.gov/community/facilities/sustainability/coordinators/howtodo#HowToGuides
http://schools.nyc.gov/community/facilities/sustainability/coordinators/needtodo/sustainabilitytrainings
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/AB848AFB-D3FA-4AFD-806C-0010842695CC/0/DOEEnergyConservationCalendar20142015.pdf
http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/60A9502B-0008-48C9-A43F-BCACDA968B83/0/20142015SustainabilityPlanner.pdf
http://schools.nyc.gov/community/facilities/sustainability/facilitymanagers/howtodo/
http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycwasteless/html/compost/collections_ocp_school_public.shtml#video
http://www.nyc.gov/html/nycwasteless/html/compost/collections_ocp_school_public.shtml
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/facplan/GreenRibbonSchools.html
http://www.p12.nysed.gov/facplan/GreenRibbonSchools.html


soon and must be submitted by December 12. If you are interested in applying for this national honor, we 
may be able to help you through the application process. Email us if you’re interested in the additional 
assistance or to let us know you’ve turned in an application.  

 
Welcoming a New Partner to NYC! Greening Forward is a youth-driven, youth-led, 
and youth-imagined environmental organization. Founded in 2008, Greening Forward 
has grown into one of the largest entirely youth driven not-for-profit organizations. 
Through grants, mentorships, the annual International Young Environmentalists Youth 
Summit, and other programs, they provide tools and resources for young people to 
take what they know and put it into action. 

 

 Recycling Education Center Opens in Brooklyn: In 2013, Sims Municipal Recycling opened a state-of-the-art 
Material Recovery Facility in Sunset Park, Brooklyn. The facility can process 100% of the metal, glass, and 
plastic collected in New York City, with the capacity to process 1,000 tons of material a day. See how NYC 
recyclables are sorted at the facility in this video. This month, Sims opened the Recycling Education Center 
(REC) for schoolchildren and other organizations. While developed with third to eighth graders in mind, 
people of all ages can enjoy the REC with its colorful, interactive, hands-on exhibits and activities that show 
how materials are processed for recycling, and turned into new products. Schedule a visit!  

 NY1 produced a “How NYC Works” segment on the city’s paper recycling program. If you wanted to see 
where the paper goes after you put it in the paper bin, check out this video and show it in your classroom! 
 

 National Wildlife Federation Eco-Schools USA created a great video on Manhattan’s iSchool and their Green 
Flag Award experience last year.  Kudos to teacher Peter Mulroy and his students! If you’re interested in 
participating in the Eco-Schools program, contact Emily Fano. 

 
 
S.T.O.P. (Students Take On Plastic): On September 16, dozens of students rallied at City Hall 
and met with City Council Members to educate them on the proposed legislation to charge a 
fee for plastic bags.  
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Events 

 October 12: Green City Challenge is hosting a free Eco-Carnival with games and challenges that demonstrate 
ways to live, work, and eat green in NYC, good food and music! At La Plaza Cultural Community Garden at 
East 9th Street at Avenue C in Brooklyn from 12:00 - 4:00 pm. For more info, email 
Les@greencitychallenge.org 

 

 October 15: New York City Outdoors! Environmental Education Expo from 4:30 to 7:30pm at NYU, Kimmel 
Center, 60 Washington Square South, Eisner and Lubin Auditorium. The Expo showcases environmental 
education resources for New York City teachers and educators, with over 40 environmental education 
organizations exhibiting. The event is free for teachers, educators and students. Please RSVP to Tania at 
tg1045@nyu.edu or call 212-998-5464. 
 

 October 16: NYC’s Conference on Careers in Natural Resources and the Environment for Middle Schools – 
FREE from 9:00am - 2:00pm at Snug Harbor Cultural Center and Botanical Garden in Staten Island. A select 
group of students from your school can spend an exciting day at Snug Harbor, learning about career 
opportunities in a wide variety of natural resources and environmental fields. Each student will be able to 

    

mailto:sjaye@schools.nyc.gov?subject=US%20DOE%20green%20ribbon%20application
http://greeningforward.org/
http://iyeys.webs.com/
http://iyeys.webs.com/
http://www.coolhunting.com/design/chv-sims-recycling.php
http://www.simsmunicipal.com/Education/The-REC
http://www.simsmunicipal.com/Education/The-REC
http://www.simsmunicipal.com/Education/The-REC/Schedule-a-Visit
http://vimeo.com/103909819
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HqN9btfmt5M&feature=youtu.be
mailto:fanoe@nwf.org?subject=NYC%20Eco-Schools%20program%20interest
http://www.greenschoolsalliance.org/stop-students-take-plastic
http://www.theepochtimes.com/n3/961219-students-lead-push-for-disposable-bag-fee/
http://www.greencitychallenge.org/
mailto:Les@greencitychallenge.org
http://steinhardt.nyu.edu/wallerstein/events_eeexpo14
mailto:tg1045@nyu.edu
http://snug-harbor.org/2014/09/16/oct-16-2014-green-horizons/
http://greeningforward.org/


attend two different stations led by experts, participating in hands-on activities that will allow them to 
experience what it is like to be part of important environmental work. You must register to attend! 
 

 October 16: The DOE Environmental Study Center is hosting an Educator’s Open House on Thursday, October 
16th from 3:00-8:00pm.  Stop by and meet staff, see the new chicken coop, learn about exciting new 
programming, and book a field trip. To reserve your spot, please register here.   

 

 October 24: The NYC Department of Environmental Protection is pleased to announce performances for 
school groups of City that Drinks the Mountain Sky, an epic story of the New York City water supply system 
as told through masks and puppet theater, with live music.  Performances will take place at the Borough of 
Manhattan Community College Tribeca Performing Arts Center in Manhattan on Friday, October 24 at 10:15 
and noon.  Program information and educator’s study guide for Educators are available on their website. 

         
 
October 24: Help the Big Apple Crunch break their world record of 1,000,000 
crunches from last year’s event! SchoolFood will be ordering apples for all DOE 
schools. Register your school on the Big Apple School Crunch page so we can count 
your crunches in the world record! Spread the word and check out BAC’s classroom 
resources! 

 
 

 November 18: Environmental Education Advisory Council's 40th Anniversary Celebration. The EEAC provides a 
network and forum for all committed to environmental education to grow professionally and to share ideas 
and information. Come celebrate the past 40 years of environmental education in NYC. The Celebration will 
be at Brooklyn Brewery, 79 N 11th St, New York, NY 11249 from 7:30-10:30pm. RSVP and bring your friends!  
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Opportunities 

 Grow to Learn NYC School Garden Program is accepting applications for mini-grants of $500-2,000 to start or 
enhance a learning garden program at NYC public & charter schools. To apply, schools must register the 
garden and submit the mini-grant application by November 3, 2014. Need help with the application? Attend 
a grant-writing and garden planning workshop on Wednesday, Oct. 15, Tuesday, Oct. 21, or Monday Oct. 27. 
More details and RSVP info here. 

 

 $4,000 Green Flag Grants for 5 NYC Eco-Schools! NYC Eco-Schools is offering $4,000 grant awards to the first 
five NYC Eco-Schools that achieve Eco-Schools USA’s Green Flag during the 2014-15 school year! Please 
review the Green Flag award criteria. Applications must be completed no later than March 20, 2015. Winning 
schools will be required to submit a one-page narrative and budget, explaining how they’ll use their funds. 
Monies must be spent by Friday, April 3, 2015 and used for a school sustainability initiative. Questions 
contact fanoe@nwf.org or (646) 502-7096. 
    

 Register for the 2014-2015 Green Design Lab Energy Challenge: The Energy Challenge is a four-month-long 
(November 1 to February 28) competition that challenges schools to decrease electricity consumption and 
raise awareness through a school-wide energy reduction and awareness campaign. Last year’s challenge had 
students, teachers and custodial staff in 77 schools across all 5 boroughs competing for $25,000 in prize 
money, with top schools reducing electricity consumption over 20% and a total reduction of 1.6 million 
pounds of CO2 emissions. All schools in the Green Design Lab Sustainable Schools Network are eligible to 
participate for FREE and must register no later than October 24. 

    

http://snug-harbor.org/2014/09/16/oct-16-2014-green-horizons/
http://www.cvent.com/Surveys/Welcome.aspx?s=9a26d10a-ee40-4368-bb1d-5023de373ace&cp=1
http://www.nyc.gov/html/dep/html/environmental_education/mountain_sky.shtml
https://bigapplecrunch.squarespace.com/individual-sign-ups/
https://bigapplecrunch.squarespace.com/bac-resources/
https://bigapplecrunch.squarespace.com/bac-resources/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/eeacs-40th-anniversary-celebration-tickets-12311631421?ref=enivte001&invite=NjU5NTkxMy9qaHV0dG9uQG55Ymcub3JnLzA%3D&utm_source=eb_email&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=inviteformalv2&utm_term=attend&ref=enivte001
http://www.growtolearn.org/
http://www.growtolearn.org/view/mini_grant
http://www.growtolearn.org/view/registergarden
http://www.growtolearn.org/view/mini_grant
http://www.growtolearn.org/view/mini_grant
http://online.nwf.org/site/R?i=OOKqR1DJw39WduhVWQfYOQ
mailto:fanoe@nwf.org
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/1TWr6NnfcoxOQH66e1XO1X-6_yYqOHWLX7iPcITL2Sas/viewform


 

 School Wellness Council Grant Program: Convening a School Wellness Council (SWC) ensures you have an 
active team to consider quality Physical Education and Health Education in your school, along with other 
programs to promote healthy habits among students, families, and staff. If your school did not participate in 
the 2013-2014 School Wellness Council grant program, click here to apply for $2,500, as well as receive 
technical assistance, networking opportunities and recognition.     
      

 Professional Development Opportunities:  
     

o Solar One Green Design Lab: Free STEM Education Training for 3rd-12th grade teachers. November 4, 
9:00am-3:30pm the Urban Future Lab, 15 MetroTech Center, 19th Floor, Brooklyn (Lunch provided). 
Teachers are introduced to Solar One's Green Design Lab and Clean Tech curricula which explore 
sustainability and STEM through close study of five areas: Energy, Air, Water, Food, and Materials. 
The lessons, filled with hands-on activities, use the school building as both a learning laboratory and 
tool for environmental change. Registration deadline October 31.  
    

o Materials for the Arts: “Props, Costumes and Set Design for Oral Presentations across the 
Curriculum” - This course is designed to enhance oral presentations in the classroom through the use 
of project-based learning to create props, costumes and set designs made from reusable materials 
that link to literacy, math, science and social studies. November 1, 8, 15, 22, and December 6, 13. 
Saturdays, 9:30am – 5:00pm. 
    

o NY Sun Works: “WATER, ENERGY AND WASTE--Integrating Themes of Sustainability into your 
Classroom” – Situated within the novel setting of a NY Sun Works sustainable rooftop hydroponic 
urban farm/Greenhouse Classroom, this course allows teachers to learn more about current 
environmental concerns through a blend of technology, discussion, and engaging hands-on 
projects.  Worth 3 P Credits through the ASPDP course catalog, course code: P17-263F14. Starts 
October 17, 2014. For more information, info@nysunworks.org 

      
o Edible Schoolyard NYC: Click on the link for more details and to register.   

 Make Harvest Soup in Your Classroom - October 14, 4:30-6:00pm. Making soup with your 
students teaches them about seasonality and their own health.  Come see how Edible 
Schoolyard NYC gets cooking with our students. 

 Teaching in the Urban School Garden - October 23, 4:00-6:00pm. Your students can enjoy 
hands-on, garden-based lessons even in very limited space.  Come see some of Edible 
Schoolyard NYC's favorite teaching activities in small beds and planters. 

 Going Seed to Table in the Fall Garden and Kitchen Classroom - November 4, 9:00am-
3:00pm. An overview course about incorporating elements of gardening and cooking into 
your classroom to teach your students how their food ends up on their plates, including 
sessions on how to care for a school garden in the fall, demonstration lessons in the garden 
and in the kitchen, and opportunities for participants to network and create teaching 
activities of their own. 
 

 The Fall 2014 Made By Milk contest is underway! Deadline for submission is November 19 so check out the 
website for exciting changes to the contest. Benjamin Cardozo High School won the national prize of $5,000 
last year. You could be that school this year! 
 

 Sign up to receive NYC Audubon’s Look Around New York City publication for children in grades 3-6. Look 
Around has been published for almost 25 years by a volunteer team of writers, artists, and editors. It features 
articles by professionals as well as kids. There are fun facts, mini-quizzes, interviews, and ideas for adults 
about city-based nature activities for children. Click here to sign up to have the publications mailed to your 
school! 
 

http://nyc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dd407d8d8a355345c2ce5542&id=71b9ea4161&e=09818f4022
http://nyc.us7.list-manage.com/track/click?u=3dd407d8d8a355345c2ce5542&id=79b3e7bf9c&e=09818f4022
http://www.thegreendesignlab.org/
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/13eTxZLoJmUxNhlRLI0FmhnOjTnvm15ULltZavfxTlSI/viewform
http://www.materialsforthearts.org/ai1ec_event/props-costumes-set-design-oral-presentations-across-curriculum/?instance_id=969
http://esynyc.org/pd-workshops/
https://pci.nycenet.edu/aspdp/PublicPages/CourseCatalog.aspx
mailto:info@nysunworks.org
http://esynyc.org/pd-workshops/
http://madebymilkcontest.com/contest-details/important-dates/
http://www.nycaudubon.org/our-publications/look-around-nyc
http://www.nycaudubon.org/our-publications/look-around-nyc


 Visit Woodstock Sanctuary on a Field Trip! Learn about animal agriculture and interact with rescued farmed 
animals. Come face to face with goats, sheep, cows, pigs, turkeys and chickens. Visit as a field trip and teach 
your students the value of volunteer service. Typical volunteer activities include: mucking barns, coops, 
raking, pasture cleaning and brushing the goats.  
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Resources 

 $500 Recycling Grants for 10 NYC Eco-Schools! Jumpstart a recycling and/or waste reduction program at 
your school with a $500 grant from the Wrigley Company Foundation. Participating schools will be eligible for 
an Eco-Schools award. Request an application: fanoe@nwf.org or (646) 502-7096. Deadline October 10. 

 NEA Foundation Student Achievement Grants—up to $5,000. Deadline October 15. 

 Lorrie Otto Seeds for Education Grant 2015 – $500. Deadline October 15. 

 $500 Student Eco Grants! Greening Forward is seeking grant requests written by NYC DOE students to fund 
student-driven environmental projects. Students will be evaluated on their creativity, inclusivity, 
sustainability, and interest in engaging in other Greening Forward program areas. Questions may be directed 
to Nadiyah Watson, Community Engagement Manager.  Deadline October 19 

 New York State Association for Reduction, Reuse & Recycling Green School Grant program – up to $500 per 
school. Awards will be made twice yearly. Deadline October 31. 

 Whole Kids Foundation School Garden Grant – up to $2,000. Deadline October 31. 

 American Honda Foundation Grants (K-12)—up to $75,000. Deadline November 1. 

 National Gardening Association's 2015 Youth Garden Grant – Receive garden-related resources. Deadline 
December 5.  

 New York Restoration Project’s Gardens for the City – Application for assistance with revitalizing public 
spaces. Rolling deadlines.  

 Hart Seed Company Donations – Free seeds for your school garden for the cost of shipping and handling 
only.   

 The Awesome Foundation—$1,000. Rolling deadlines. 

 Build It Green!NYC - two non-profit reuse centers filled with low-cost salvaged building materials.  

 The Pollination Project – up to $1,000. Rolling applications. 

 The World We Want Foundation - $500 - $5,000. Supports Young Global Citizens making positive social 
change. Rolling applications. 
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Partner Spotlight 

 
The DOE Environmental Study Center (ESC) offers rich and engaging environmental science programs for students 
and teachers at all grade levels. Nestled in the Bergen Beach section of Brooklyn, this 7,000 square foot learning 
center, sitting on over an acre of beautiful grounds, is home to over 200 living organisms, four dynamic learning 
labs (flora, fauna, STEM and a fully equipped biotechnology lab), an outdoor learning space, a functioning 

    

http://woodstocksanctuary.org/
http://woodstocksanctuary.org/visit/groups/
http://online.nwf.org/site/R?i=DTYL7d1xhQV0pYpBc4hWNA
http://online.nwf.org/site/R?i=uADopB3jTb-QYHtL7wdLcA
http://www.wildones.org/seeds-for-education/sfe/
http://greeningforward.org/grants/
mailto:nadiyah@greeningforward.org?subject=grant%20application%20question
http://www.nysar3.org/page/green-school-grant-program-16.html
https://www.wholekidsfoundation.org/schools/programs/school-garden-grant-program
http://online.nwf.org/site/R?i=_HtNBkQzI6xeBWTHAbymsg
http://grants.kidsgardening.org/2015-youth-garden-grant-0
http://www.nyrp.org/LinkClick.aspx?fileticket=NRSyWjAOqQE%3d&tabid=473
http://hartseed.com/wp-content/uploads/2013/08/Donations-Form-4.pdf
http://online.nwf.org/site/R?i=xZMX9lxoSJXkzkNgprmL4Q
http://www.bignyc.org/
http://thepollinationproject.org/funding-guidelines/
http://theworldwewantfoundation.org/what-we-do
http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/Science/EnvironmentalCenter/default.htm
http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/Science/EnvironmentalCenter/default.htm


 
 
 
 
 

greenhouse and a pond habitat. As a premier informal science destination space, ESC's mission is to deliver hands-
on environmental science and STEM instruction. Through targeted standards-based enrichment programs, the 
highly trained ESC staff encourage students to explore the urban habitats around them and become stewards for 
the environment. ESC programs are age and grade appropriate, aligned to the NYC Science Scope and Sequence 
and the Common Core Learning Standards.  
  
ESC’s professional development and instructional resources strengthen science teaching, promote and reinforce 
science knowledge, apply engineering design and build teachers’ capacity to build pedagogical practices in science 
and STEM fields. ESC engages teachers in authentic experiences that challenge them to think critically about real-
world issues and develop strategies to infuse these concepts, skills and knowledge into their classroom practice.  
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Contact Us 

Office of Sustainability, Division of School Facilities 

Submissions for Newsletter/Spotlights: sjaye@schools.nyc.gov 

Comments or Suggestions or Subscribe/Unsubscribe to the Newsletter: sustainability@schools.nyc.gov  

Website: schools.nyc.gov/sustainability   
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