[image: image1.png]


AEROSPACE AND SCIENCE ACADEMY

P.S. 127Q

98-01 25TH Avenue

East Elmhurst, New York, 11369

Telephone No. (718) 446-4700

Fax No. (718) 397-7645

Evita Sanabria

   Principal

http://schools.nyc.gov/SchoolPortals/30/Q127/default.htm

Student 

Handbook

2011-2012
Inspiring Students to Pursue Their Dreams!
P.S. 127Q
Mission Statement

We will inspire students’ learning through a standard based curriculum, applying real-life student-centered situations and using project-based learning.  In addition, we encourage student engagement through the use of technology and differentiated instruction.  Our school community will provide teachers and parents with individualized professional development, opportunities for intra-visitation, and the sharing of best practices to positively impact student performance.  With open communication and collaboration among parents, students, teachers, administrators, and support providers, we will instill values and foster good citizenship in a trusting community.  

Vision Statement

At PS 127Q, we strive to inspire students to pursue dreams beyond all expectations through exploration and discovery.  With a diverse and rigorous curriculum, we aspire to meet the needs of the individual student.  Our goal is to instill common values by promoting good citizenship in a safe and collaborative environment.  We involve parents, educators, and members of the community to aid in the education of our children.

ASSEMBLIES
Assemblies are held at various times throughout the year. The purpose of these assemblies is to add variety and enrichment to the regular educational program. It is important that the students attending assemblies be courteous to the performers, special guests, faculty, and students. Rules of classroom demeanor also apply to assemblies. Classes will arrive to the Auditorium escorted by their teacher.

ATTENDANCE

The New York Citywide promotional policy states that your attendance must be 90% or better.  If you are to succeed you must come to school everyday and on time in order to fully benefit from the teaching provided.  
· Students who demonstrate a pattern of absences or chronic absenteeism will receive a letter stating the number of absences, that must be signed and returned.  If such absenteeism continues, a mandatory conference will be required. 
· Students who observe holy days recognized by the New York State Commissioner of Education, or other holy days not recognized on the calendar distributed annually by the Board of Education, will be excused for religious observance upon written request by their parents/guardians prior to the date of observance.
Grades K-12 NYC Infraction A01, BO1 – Unexcused absence from school

BOOK BAGS

Book bags on wheels are not allowed to be wheeled inside the school building.  Middle school students are required to leave book bags in their homeroom closets.  At no time during the school day should students be walking around with their book bag.  This is a safety hazard!
Bullying

BULLYING PROHIBITION POLICY (NYS/NYC Regulation)
I. Bullying Defined 
Bullying means any written or verbal expression, physical act or gesture, or pattern thereof, by a student that is intended to cause or is perceived as causing distress to one or more students and which substantially interferes with another student’s or students’ educational benefits, opportunities, or performance. Bullying includes, but is not limited to, conduct by a student against another student that a reasonable person under the circumstances knows or should know has the effect of: 

1. harming a student; 

2. damaging a student’s property; 

3. placing a student in reasonable fear or harm to his or her person or property; or 

4. creating a hostile educational environment for a student. 

II. General Statement of Policy An act of bullying, by either an individual student or a group of students, is expressly prohibited on school district property or at school-related functions. This policy applies not only to students who directly engage in an act of bullying but also to students who, by their indirect behavior, condone or support another student’s act of bullying. This policy also applies to any student whose conduct at any time or in any place constitutes bullying that interferes with or obstructs the mission or operations of the school district or the safety or welfare of the student, other students, or employees. 

III. Bullying Reporting Procedure Any person who believes he or she has been the victim of bullying or any person with knowledge or belief of conduct that may constitute bullying shall report the alleged acts immediately to an appropriate school official designated by this policy. A student may report bulling anonymously, but action may not be taken against an alleged perpetrator based solely on an anonymous report. The school district encourages the reporting party or complainant to use the report form available from the principal of each building or available from the school district office, but oral reports shall be considered complaints as well. Reports of bullying are classified as private educational and/or personnel data and/or confidential investigative data will not be disclosed except as permitted by law. Submission of a good faith complaint or report of bullying will not affect the complainant’s or reporter’s future employment, grades, or work assignments, or educational or work environment. The school will respect the privacy of the complaint(s), the individual(s) against whom the complaint is filed, and the witnesses as much as possible, consistent with the district’s obligation to investigate, take appropriate action, and comply with any legal disclosure obligations. 
IV. School Action Upon receipt of a complaint or report of bullying, the school shall undertake or authorize an investigation by school officials or a third party designated by the school district. The school may take immediate steps, at its discretion, to protect the complainant, reporter, students, or others pending completion of an investigation of bullying, consistent with applicable law. Upon completion of the investigation, the school will take appropriate action. Such action may include, but is not limited to, warning, suspension, exclusion, expulsion, transfer, remediation, termination or discharge. Disciplinary consequences will be sufficiently severe to try to deter violations and to appropriately discipline prohibited behavior. School action taken for violation of this policy will be consistent with the requirements of applicable collective bargaining agreements, applicable statutory authority, school district policies, and regulations. The school is not authorized to disclose to a victim private educational or personnel data regarding an alleged perpetrator who is a student or employee of the school district.
BUS CONDUCT
Good pupil conduct contributes to safety and helps prevent accidents which may result from the distraction of the driver. It should also reduce the number of accidents in which the pupils injure themselves or each other. It is the responsibility of the parent or guardian to provide transportation during any period of bus suspension. Failure to provide transportation will be considered grounds for referral to family court pursuant to Education Law.

Cafeteria Rules

Students are expected to:

· Take a seat upon entering the cafeteria.

· Treat everyone with respect.
· Pick up all trash and put it in the proper container.

· Ask permission to leave your seat or to leave the cafeteria.

· Refrain from throwing anything.

· Keep all food and drink in the cafeteria only. No food or drink is to be taken outside of the cafeteria for any reason, except with staff permission.

CHEATING 

Students who have been determined to have plagiarized or cheated on either their daily work or test will be given a zero for the work involved. Classroom teachers, responsible for the students in such situations, will notify the parent/guardian of the student as soon as possible. Teachers will also report the situation to the principal. Further disciplinary action may be taken.
CLASSROOM EXPECTATIONS

Students must:

• Attend all classes.

• Arrive on time.

• Bring required materials to class and dress for physical education.

• Complete all assignments.

• Follow directions of administrators, teachers, substitute teachers, student teachers, teacher assistants,   

  and all other school personnel.

• Do not leave the classroom without permission and a pass.

• Respect others and be courteous.

• Cover textbooks and care for all school material.

Co / Extra-Curricular Activities

Co-curricular and extra-curricular activities are available to students who meet eligibility requirements. You should be alert for announcements of meetings for these activities.
Academic Eligibility Policy – To compete in any athletic activity at the Aerospace and Science Academy, students need to be passing ALL of their classes.  Any student failing a class will become ineligible to play their selected sport until they can show the principal in writing that they are passing the classes they were failing. Any student, who receives a failing grade at the end of the marking period, will be ineligible to participate for a period of five school days in order to get their new marking period off to a good start. After five school days have elapsed, the student can regain eligibility if they are making adequate progress toward passing the class they were failing. If a student is not passing after this five day period, they will be granted another five school days to get their grade in order. If they are still failing after the second five day period, they will be ineligible until the next grading period.

Attendance at School – a student needs to be in school by the start of second period in order to be able to participate in their athletic activity after school that day. 

Weather – If you are planning on playing in an outdoor sport, be prepared to play in the cold and the rain. Middle school events are difficult to reschedule, so we will try to get all games in regardless of the weather. There may be times when we reschedule because of weather, but there will also be times when we may have to play in the cold and rain. Students should make sure to have warm clothes available to them throughout the outdoor seasons. 

Practice Expectations – Players in middle school activities are expected to attend all practices and to be to practice on time. If students miss practice or are consistently late, it is certainly within the coach’s right to withhold that student from participating in games, especially if the absence is unexcused. If a student has two or more unexcused absences from practice, they may be removed from the team. Excused absences include illness, family emergencies, and academic conferences with teachers. Unexcused absences may include shopping trips, suspensions from school, etc. Family vacations may be treated as an excused absence, but a family vacation will probably still result in loss of playing time. 

DETENTION 

Detention is used as a consequence for a variety of school infractions. Most often it will be assigned by the Administration although teachers may also assign detention. Generally, since detentions are prearranged, there are no excuses (jobs, athletics, etc.) for missing detention. **Student attendance for detention is required; skipping detention is being truant.
DRESS CODE
PS/IS 127Q is a place for learning and because being properly and appropriately dressed for school is essential for distraction free learning, we have a mandatory school uniform policy.  In addition, excessive ornamental objects such as chains, bracelets, rings, etc. will not be permitted. Students/parents are asked to use good judgment in selecting school attire.
· GRADES K-5: Boys are required to wear blue pants with a white shirt.  The girls are required to wear blue pants or a blue skirt with a white shirt.  On gym days, students wear navy blue sweat pants with a navy blue t-shirt, with the school logo.  These t-shirts can be purchased through the Physical Education teachers for $6.00.

· GRADES 6-8: Boys are required to wear tan/khaki pants with a white shirt.  The girls are required to wear tan/khaki pants or skirt with a white shirt.  On gym days, students wear navy blue sweat pants with a navy blue t-shirt, with the school logo.  These t-shirts can be purchased through the Physical Education teachers for $6.00.

Inappropriately Dressed Students Will: 
· Be approached and addressed by staff to either put on some other clothing or the student may be sent to the office. 

· An Administrator or designee will provide the student with a clothing option in the main office or the student may contact a parent to bring appropriate clothing. 

· Students refusing to cooperate with direction may be sent home and given an unexcused absence for the day. Continuous inappropriate dress will result in suspension from school. 

Grades K-8 NYC Infraction A02, B02 – Failing to wear the required school uniform (applies only to students in grades 6-12 in schools that have adopted a school uniform policy and whose parents have not secured an exemption.
Eighth Grade Trip
Each year, the eighth grade class goes to Club Getaway where students can enjoy their favorite sports, activities and adventures... try something new... kick back and socialize... celebrate with great food and relax in the great outdoors.

Trip Behavior Policy
In order to ensure the continued success of the Club Getaway trip, a behavior policy will be followed. A master list will be kept of all the consequences that all eighth grade students have received throughout the course of the school year. These consequences include Lunch and After-School Detention, In-School Detentions, Out-of-School Suspensions, and Expulsion. Each of these consequences has a determined demerit value (as shown in the chart below). In order to remain eligible to participate in the trip, a student may accumulate no more than 18 demerit points from the first day of the school year through three days prior to the trip. Any student who is behaviorally ineligible to participate in the Club Getaway trip may not be allowed to attend any special field trips planned for students who are not going to Club Getaway for other reasons.

Parents will receive a letter indicating that their student has accumulated  nine points as well as a notice of ineligibility upon exhaustion of allotted points. It is recommended that upon receiving a letter, parents make an appointment to discuss their student’s behavior in order to correct the discipline problem. It is up to the parents to schedule this meeting.

NOTE: Any student receiving an expulsion during the school year will be excluded from participation.

	Consequence
	Demerit Points

	Lunch Detention
	3

	After School Detention
	3

	In School Suspension 
	6

	Out-of-School Suspension
	9


ELECTRONIC DEVICES

Remember, if we see it, it’s ours! Students who use cell phones, sidekicks, iPods, game boys, MP3 players or any other electronic devices in the building will have them confiscated.  Confiscated devices will be available to parents or guardians only.  Students who refuse to turn over these devices when asked may be suspended for insubordination.

PS/IS 127Q does not take responsibility for electronic devices brought to school that are lost or stolen.   If an item is lost or stolen, this should be reported to the 115th precinct.  Their direct number is (718) 533-2002
Grades K-8 NYC Infraction A04, B05 – Bringing prohibited equipment or material to school without authorization (e.g., cell phone, beeper, or other electronic communication/entertainment devices)
FIELD TRIPS
Field trips are considered part of the school day to which school policies and procedures apply. Students opting not to participate in field trips will attend their assigned academic schedule. Generally, each grade goes on one optional educational/cultural trip and one recreational trip for which fees are charged. Parents with financial concerns should contact the building principal or assistant principal.
FIRE DRILLS, SHELTER DRILLS, EVACUATIONS

Fire drills and shelter drills are held at irregular intervals throughout the school year.  Remember there is no talking during these drills. You must walk quickly and quietly to the designated area.  In addition, check the posted instructions in each classroom indicating how to leave the building in case of a fire or other emergency.
GRADES AND REPORT CARDS
There really is no secret to good grades. Good grades can be yours if you work hard (complete all homework and study for tests), attend school regularly, and ask for help when you need it. If you experience academic difficulty, all you have to do is ask your teacher or counselor for help.
Grading is considered to be a positive tool to measure growth and achievement. Grades should help motivate and generate feelings of success as well as provide the information necessary to prescribe the best possible educational services for each student. The report card is one instrument used to communicate this progress. To determine a student’s grade, teachers adhere to the following district regulations:
• There are at least five major grades per marking period.

• No single activity (test, report, etc.) will count for more than 20% of a marking period grade.

(Project-based courses may assign partial credit for each state of the project.)

• Ten-week averages are based on more than one type of activity – tests, quizzes, reports, homework assignment, etc.

• Grades should reflect how well a student has mastered important skills.

Student grades are considered confidential. Teachers will communicate privately with students to keep them aware of their progress.

GUM/CANDY
No gum or candy is allowed in or on the grounds of the Aerospace and Science Academy during the school day (8:00-3:00). 
HALL CONDUCT

Students should be in the halls only at the beginning and close of school and while passing from one class to another unless they a have special permission or special duties that require them to be there.  Students in the hall during class time must have passes.  Passes are generally not permitted during periods 1 and 8.  Students are asked to be courteous at all times and to keep to the right when moving in the halls.  RUNNING AND SHOUTING IN THE HALLS ARE NEVER PERMITTED.

HOMEWORK

All students receive homework in every major subject everyday.  Since homework is a very important part of your education, your cooperation in completing your assignments is very important.  Therefore, homework is factored into your daily grade and is reflected on your report card.  If assistance is needed with homework, the DIAL-A-TEACHER service is available at 212-777-3380.  Additionally, classroom teachers are available, with an appointment, after-school for support. 
INAPPROPRIATE AND PROHIBITED CONDUCT

The following conduct is inappropriate and prohibited.  This list is only intended to provide examples and serve as a guide to parents and students.  The complete list of NYC school infractions can be found in the Citywide Standards of Discipline and Intervention Measures.

1. Unexcused absences

2. Lateness to school or class

3. Unauthorized use of electronic devices during official school hours.

4. Engaging in verbally rude or disrespectful behavior

5. Smoking or drinking on school grounds

6. Engaging in scholastic dishonesty

7. Destruction of school property INCLUDING graffiti

8. Inappropriate use of the internet on school property

9. Insubordination, defying or disobeying school employees, kitchen staff, custodial staff, safety agents or other person involved in the school’s educational program

10. Fighting or engaging in physically aggressive behavior

11. Engaging in inappropriate or unwanted physical contact of any kind.

12. Stealing or taking the property of others without permission.

13. Sexual harassment

14. Acts of bullying or intimidation

15. Discrimination based on race, ethnicity, color, national origin, religion, gender, sexual orientation or disability

16. Engaging in threatening, dangerous or violent behavior.

17. Using force against or inflicting or attempting to inflict serious injury against another student, school personnel, or other personnel involved in the school’s educational program, including parents.

· A24, B24 – Shoving, pushing or engaging in other similar physical behavior, or throwing an object, or spitting at another person.

· A37, B40 – Engaging in intimidating and bullying behavior-threatening, stalking or seeking to coerce to compel a student or staff member to do something; engaging in verbal or physical conduct that threatens another with harm; taunting and/or intimidations through the use of epithets or slurs involving actual or perceived race, ethnicity, color, national origin, citizenship/immigration status, religion, religious practices, gender identity, gender expression, sexual orientation or disability.

· A40, B44 – Taking property belonging to another without authorization

· A43, B45 – Creating a substantial risk of serious injury by either recklessly engaging in behavior, an/or using an object that appears capable of causing physical injury (e.g., lighter, belt buckle, or umbrella)

Penalties for violations of these standards of acceptable behavior shall include, but are not limited to:

1. Reprimand by school staff 

2. Student/teacher conference

3. Parent conference

4. In-school disciplinary action such as detention, exclusion from extracurricular activities or Principal’s suspension

5. Superintendent’s suspension

PS/IS 127Q has a designated SAVE room.  SAVE stands for Safe Schools against Violence in Education.
Any student who intentionally sells, gives, possesses, uses, or is under the influence of illicit drugs, narcotics, or alcohol in or on school property shall be: automatically suspended from school and reported to the 115th Precinct.
INCLEMENT WEATHER

On days of severe weather conditions such as snow or ice, please listen to information broadcast by any of the following stations: 1010AM, 880AM, 1190AM, or NY1.  In addition, you may visit http://schools.nyc.gov for information on school closings or delays.
LATENESS TO SCHOOL

You are expected to arrive on time for school everyday.  At PS/IS 127Q the day begins promptly at 8:00 AM.  If you have a legitimate excuse for being late, present it to the person in charge of lateness.  Late passes may be obtained in the school cafeteria.  Excessive lateness may lead to exclusion from school events and activities.  
Grades K-8 NYC Infractions A03, B04 – Being late for school or class

LEAVING SCHOOL

Students may not leave the school building unattended.  If a student must leave school prior to dismissal, he or she must be picked up by an adult (over the age of 18) who have been designated on the student’s blue emergency card.  Students must be picked up at the main office or from the nurse’s office if they are ill.  After a student receives permission to leave the building, the accompanying adult must sign the student out before exiting the premises.  Only a person listed on the blue emergency card can sign a student out.

PEER-MENTORING (8th Graders)

All eight graders have an opportunity to be involved in the Peer Mentor Program, which is designed to help foster the academic and social development of our students. Peer Mentors are 8th graders, chosen through a rigorous selection process, based largely on academics and behavior that are responsible for leading weekly discussion groups, planning special activities and hosting guest speakers for students in various grades. Peer mentors are expected to participate in monthly meetings with members of the school staff.
PROM

PROM RULES FOR PARTICIPATION

The prom is a school activity, therefore, the same behavior /policies that are observed in school are required, regardless of the age of the guest. Students should comply with the following rules:

Prom Conduct

Once admitted to the prom, you will not be allowed to leave and re-enter.  You are responsible for your behavior.  Absolutely no tobacco, alcohol, or drugs of any nature are permitted at the prom.  All prom attendees may be subject to a random breathalyzer test.  In addition, inappropriate dancing/touching or foul language will not be tolerated.  The administration of the Aerospace and Science Academy reserve the right to make any other decisions to ensure a safe night for everyone.  
Prom Dress Code 

Dress is formal. Gentlemen shall wear tuxedos or suits with ties. Ladies shall wear appropriate evening dresses. No two-piece dresses or dresses with cutouts that reveal the midriff area. No dress backs cut below the waist. No excessively low-cut necklines. No splits above the mid-thigh. No dresses shorter than the top of the kneecap. Anyone dressed inappropriately will NOT be admitted to the Prom. If you have questions about your planned attire, please see an administrator. 
Prom Eligibility 
Students with 2 or more F grades as of May 15th, 2012 at 3:00 p.m. will be unable to participate in Prom. Also, students who have not met the requirements for the eighth grade trip will be unable to participate in Prom.  It is our desire to see all students involved and enjoying this experience. We believe that our students can and will meet our expectations.  It is important to remember that you are strong students FIRST. 

SCHOOL BASED SUPPORT TEAM (SBST)
The team is available to assist students, teachers, and parent in areas of school achievement and adjustment.  Students can secure a pass to meet with a member of the team individually or in groups to discuss matters of difficulty or concern.  Parents are encouraged to make appointments to meet with their child’s counselor.
The Guidance Counselors are: J. Ecker, Room 351 and T. Cruz, Room 451
Our support team is located in room 218.  The SBST consists of
· C. Monteforte– Psychologist
· S. Middleton – School Dean
· L. McFarland – Project Share

· M. Grubman – Bilingual Social Worker

SCHOOL EVENTS

Participation in school-wide events is contingent on students following school rules and completing all assignments.  The criteria for school-wide events are non-negotiable and will be adhered too on a consistent basis.  Students who are serving an in or out-of-school suspension are automatically ineligible for an event.  Inappropriate behavior at one school-wide event may lead to exclusion from future events.  
STUDENT OF THE MONTH

The criteria for Student of the Month are as follows:
· Follows school rules and regulations

· Shows good work habits and effort

· Has excellent attendance and prompt school arrival record

· Is honest and truthful

· Is helpful and cooperative

· Is respectful to all members of the school community

· Is in uniform

These students will be recognized at the monthly PTA Meeting.  In addition, a bulletin board will display all Student of the Month names.
SUBSTITUTES
Aerospace and Science Academy is fortunate to have a number of capable individuals who assist us whenever regular staff members are absent due to illness, training or other reasons. Students are expected to behave respectfully toward substitutes and to follow their instructions just as they would follow the instructions of regular staff members. Students who misbehave for substitutes may receive more severe disciplinary consequences then would otherwise be the case.
TEXTBOOKS
Textbooks and school-supplied accessories are provided on loan to students. Students are expected to recognize that other students will need to use these materials and to treat them with care. The student must replace any lost or damaged books or materials at his or her own expense.

TRANSPORTATION

Many students are entitled to bus or train passes, or a seat on a yellow school bus.  This bus company, in coordination with the Department of Education determines the eligibility and bus stops.  You should always carry bus or train fare with you and know alternate ways of getting home if an emergency arises and there is no regular bus or train service.

UNAUTHORIZED ITEMS
Items that should not be brought to school are “unauthorized items”. They include fireworks, laser pointers, cell phones and beepers/pagers, skateboards, squirt guns, knives, chains or other distracting and/or dangerous items. Open drink containers are not permitted in the hallways. The school is not responsible for the damage or loss of unauthorized items.

This page must be completed by student and parent and returned to the homeroom teacher by November 11th, 2011.  
PARENT-STUDENT PLEDGE

We have read over the content of this handbook and understand the requirements of PS 127Q.  We understand that inappropriate behavior and/or poor academic work may lead to exclusion from school-wide events.  

I _______________________ pledge that I will work hard to ensure that I am college and career 

          (Student Name)

ready.  I will also follow school rules and represent my school, community, and family in a respectful way.  

I _______________________ pledge that I will support my child with his/her school work and 

           (Parent Name)

teach my child appropriate ways to conduct him or herself in a public setting.  I will speak with my child’s teachers to ensure that my child is doing well academically and socially.  
Class:_______________________________

Student Name:_______________________
  
Student Signature:____________________

Parent Name:_______________________

Parent Signature:_____________________
          	Celina Senior				       Alejandro Rivera		          	                 Edwin Hernandez


       Assistant Principal         	                Assistant Principal 			  Assistant Principal I.A.











