Department of Education Policy Statement

I. ADDITIONAL ASSISTANCE

Attachment one to this notice is a non-exclusive listing of various organizations and agencies which the parent/student may contact in order to obtain free or low cost assistance with questions pertaining to the rights of students.

II. LEGAL AND ADVOCACY SERVICES

You may be able to obtain free or low cost legal or advocacy services. Attachment two to this notice is a non-exclusive listing of various offices or agencies that is available for this purpose.

III. DESCRIPTION OF RIGHTS

The following is a summary of rights relating to the identification, evaluation and placement of qualified individuals with disabilities who attend the public schools.  It is our intent to keep you fully informed concerning decisions about your child and to inform you of your rights should you disagree with any decision made with respect to your child.
Your child has the right to receive a free appropriate public education.  This may include the right of you or your child to:

(a) have your child educated with non disabled children to the maximum extent that is appropriate;

(b) have your child educated in facilities and receive services comparable to those provided to non disabled students;
(c) the implementation of reasonable accommodations in order to allow your child an equal opportunity to participate in school and school related programs and activities;

(d) adequate transportation to and from any program not operated by the New York City public schools in which your child is placed by the public schools, at no greater cost to you than if he/she had been placed in a public school program;

(e) if necessary, placement in a residential program with instruction room, board and non medical care provided at no cost to you;

(f) an equal opportunity to participate in all nonacademic and extracurricular activities offered by the public schools;

(g) notification with respect to the child’s identification, evaluation and placement;

(h) an evaluation for the provision of free appropriate public education through the use of tests and other evaluation materials that have been (1) validated for the specific purpose for which they are used, (2) administered by trained personnel, and (3) tailored to assess specific areas of educational need, in order that the results may accurately reflect your child’s aptitude or achievement level;
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(i) submit any evaluation information that you have regarding your child for consideration as part of the evaluation process;

(j) have the interpretation of evaluations and placement decisions carefully considered and made, based upon a variety of sources and information, by persons who are knowledgeable about your child, the evaluation date and placement options;

(k) examine all relevant records relating to the identification, evaluation and placement of your child and obtain copies of all such records at reasonable cost unless the fee would effectively deny you access to records;

(l) request amendment of your child’s educational records if there is reasonable cause to believe that they are inaccurate, misleading or otherwise in violation of the privacy rights of your child;

(m) request an impartial hearing regarding any decisions or actions taken by the public schools regarding your child’s identification, evaluation, educational program or placement.  Your request for an impartial hearing should be made in writing to:  
Office of Impartial Hearings
131 Livingston Street, Room 201

Brooklyn, NY 11201

(Although the request must be in writing, should you have questions about preparing the written request, you may call the Office of Impartial Hearings at (718) 935-3280;
(n) request a review (appeal) of any adverse decision rendered as the result of an impartial hearing;

(o) institute complaints, mediation, impartial hearings and appeals;
(p) an evaluation and review of the student’s placement prior to any significant change in placement (including suspensions of more than ten days); and,
(q) otherwise participate in regular education programs and receive accommodations and/or aids under 504 of the Disabilities Act, as well as various other Federal, State and City laws.
Parents with disabilities may also obtain reasonable accommodations with respect to their own participation in public school activities relating to the education of their children (whether or not their children have disabilities).

