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Dear Charter School Leaders,

We hope that you, your staff and families are recovering in the aftermath of Hurricane Sandy. We know this is a difficult time for many of you and we appreciate your communication with our office during this time. In the interest of safety and concern for all of New York City students and residents, we have some important information to share with you and some requests for information to facilitate assisting you. 

For those schools that have already been in touch with us about damaged buildings, we will continue to be in contact with you. For any other schools that are in DOE space, please report any other concerns to your senior director. We will be tracking this information and helping to make sure that the right offices and teams are aware and that next steps are being planned. 

For those schools in private space,  if you have suffered damage and are seeking alternate space, please inform us as soon as possible. If you have any space to share with schools displaced due to the Hurricane, please reach out to your Senior Director to let us know how many rooms you have available.

It is our expectation that schools will be open on Monday, November 5th unless extenuating circumstances exist. Where such circumstances exist for DOE buildings, we have been or will be in touch with you directly.  Please report to your Senior Director (DOE and private space) if you do NOT plan to open on Monday.

In addition, please note the following for this weekend and for Tuesday, November 6th.  

Saturday & Sunday, Nov 3 & 4

Work will continue this weekend to assess building conditions. Because of this, all activities in DOE buildings this weekend are cancelled (test prep, Saturday Academies, etc.).

Tuesday, November 6- Election Day

For all schools in DOE space, regardless if you have applied/have a permit, no students may be in the building and no classes may be held on Election Day. Because of the storm, significant resources across the City will continued to be deployed for recovery efforts and therefore can not be available for schools in DOE buildings. Note, however, that staff may report to schools for PD if you desire.   If you are located in private space, it is your option to open. SchoolFoods and the Office of Pupil Transportation will NOT be providing any services on November 6th, even if you have been previously approved, they will not be providing any services on that day. 
Lastly, in light of the disruption from the hurricane, no galaxy certification is needed this month.

Thank you for your cooperation and patience as we continue to recover from the Storm.  Please direct any questions or concerns to your Senior Director.

Best Regards,

Sonia

Sonia C. Park

Charter Schools Accountability & Support
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