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Office of Curriculum, Instruction and Professional Learning 

Resources to Celebrate Black History Month 

Black History Month is an important way to celebrate the contributions that African 
Americans have made to American history and culture. However, we must take care to also 
integrate those contributions throughout the year and not just talk about them in February. 

This means that our curriculum should include these contributions on a regular basis. 
 
New Picture Books: 
 

Harlem Renaissance Party by Faith Ringgold is the wonderful story of an imaginative 
journey that a boy and his uncle take to visit the times and key figures of the Harlem 
Renaissance.   (Amistad Books, 2015) 
Mahalia Jackson: Walking with Kings and Queens by Nina Nolan, illustrated by John 
Holyfield.  An exceptional picture book biography of Mahalia Jackson from her early days in 
New Orleans to her performance at the March on Washington. (Amistad Books, 2015) 
My Name is Truth: The Life of Sojourner Truth by Ann Turner illustrated by James 
Ransome.  Poignant tribute to the life and times of one of the most inspiring women of all 
time.  (Harper, 2015) 
 
The following are previously published favorite books for Elementary School Students: 
 
Elementary Grades 
A Chair for My Mother by Vera Williams 
Alvin Ailey by Brian Pinkney 
Amazing Grace by Mary Hoffman, Caroline Binch  
Anansi the Spider: A Tale from the Ashanti by Gerald McDermott  
Aunt Harriet’s Underground Railroad in the Sky by Faith Ringgold 
Big mama’s by Donald Crews  
Bill Pickett: Rodeo-Ridin Cowboy by Andrea Pinkney, Brian Pinkney, Brian Pinkney  
Bright Eyes, Brown Skin by Cheryl Hudson, Bernette Ford, George Cephas Ford  
Drylongso by Virginia Hamilton  
Follow the Drinking Gourd by Jeanette Winter 
Freedom Summer by Deborah Wiles  
George Washington Carver by Sam and Beryl Epstein (1960; reprint, New York: Young 
Yearling, 1993) 
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Henry’s Freedom Box by Kadir Nelson 
James Weldon Johnson: "Lift Every Voice and Sing" by Patricia and Frederick McKissack 
(Chicago: Children's Press, 1990). 
Maritcha: A Nineteenth-Century American Girl by Tonya Bolden 
Martin's Big Words: The Life of Dr. Martin Luther King, Jr. by Doreen Rappaport  
My Brother Martin by Christine King Farris  
My Daddy and I by Eloise Greenfield, Jan Spivey Gilchrest  
Nina Bonita by Ana Machado, Rosana Faria  
Phillis Wheatley: Young Colonial Poet by Kathryn Kilby Borland and Helen Ross Speicher 
(Indianapolis: Bobbs-Merrill, 1968) 
Pink and Say by Patricia Polacco 
Rosa by Nikki Giovanni, Bryan Collier  
Show Way by Jacqueline Woodson, Hudson Talbott 
Something Beautiful by Sharon Wyeth, Chris K. Soentpiet  
Sweet Clara and the Freedom Quilt by Deborah Hopkinson, James Ransome  
Tar Beach by Faith Ringgold  
The Dream Keeper and Other Poems by Langston Hughes, Brian Pinkney, Brian Pinkney  
The Gold Cadillac by Mildred Taylor, Michael Hays  
The People Could Fly: American Black Folktales by Virginia Hamilton, Leo Dillon, Diane 
Dilon 
The Quilt by Ann Jonas  
Through My Eyes by Ruby Bridges  
Uncle Remus: The Complete Tales by Julius Lester  
We Are the Ship by Kadir Nelson 
Wind Flyers by Angela Johnson, Loren Long 

 
Middle Grades 
Brown Girl Dreaming by Jacqueline Woodson (National Book Award Winner) 
Amos Fortune, Free Man by Elizabeth Yates  
Benjamin Banneker: Genius of Early America by Lillie Patterson 
Black Protest and the Great Migration: A Brief History with Documents by Eric Arnesen 
Breakthrough to the Big League: The Story of Jackie Robinson by Jackie Robinson and 
Alfred Duckett 
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Bud, Not Buddy by Curtis, Christopher Paul 1999 
Dust of the Earth by Donna Lynn Hess  
Finding Family by Tonya Bolden 
Freedom Summer: The 1964 Struggle for Civil Rights in Mississippi by Susan Goldman 
Rubin 
Glory B by Augusta Scattergood 
Heart & Soul: The Story of America and African-American by Kadir Nelson 
Riot by Walter Dean Myers 
Round and Round Together: Taking a Merry-Go-Round Ride into Civil Rights by Amy 
Nathan 
Spies of Mississippi: The True Story of the Spy Network that Tried to Destroy the Civil 
Rights Movement by Rick Bowers 
The Watsons Go to Birmingham -- 1963 by Curtis, Christopher Paul 
W.E.B. Du Bois (Up Close) by Tonya Bolden 
What Color is My World? The Lost History of African American Inventors by Kareem Abdul-
Jabbar 
 
High School Grades 
A Gathering of Old Men by Ernest Gaines 
A Time to Break Silence-The Essential Works of Martin Luther King, Jr., for Students 
Introduction by Walter Dean Myers 
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks by Rebecca Skloot 
Acolytes by Nikki Giovanni  
Copper Sun by Sharon Draper 
Courage Has No Color: The True Story of the Triple Nickles, America's First Black   
Paratroopers by Tanya Lee Stone  
Day of Tears by Julius Lester  
Dreams from My Father: A Story of Race and Inheritance by Barack Obama 
Kindred by Octavia Butler 
Having Their Say by Elizabeth and Sarah Delany 
Good Lord Bird by James McBride 
Riot by Walter Dean Myers (play set in NYC during Civil War Era race riots) 
Stealing Freedom by Elisa Carbone 



 

4 
 

The African Americans: Many Rivers to Cross by Henry Louis Gates Jr.    
The Autobiography of an Ex-Colored Man by James Weldon Johnson 
The Black Power Mixtape by Goran Olsson (ed.) 
The Color of Water by James McBride 
Twelve Years a Slave: A Memoir of Kidnap, Slavery and Liberation by Solomon Northrup 

Websites to Support Instruction 

 African American History Month:  www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov 
o Voluminous resources of interest, including primary source materials, posted 

by government offices, including Library of Congress, National Archives and 
many others.  Also a teacher-specific link:  
www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/teachers.html  

 Smithsonian:  
www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/resource_library/african_american_resou
rces.html  

o Contains a large archive of resources and primary source material 
 National Museum of African American History and Culture:  http://nmaahc.si.edu/  

o Note in particular the ‘collections’ section offering resources from various 
historical and political eras 

 National Education Association:  www.nea.org  
o Lessons on a wide range of topics in African-American history for grades K-5 

and 6-8 
 National Endowment for the Humanities EDSITEMENT! 

http://edsitement.neh.gov/feature/edsitements-guide-black-history-
month-teaching-resources  

o Resources to help bridge the gap between the expanding academic scholarship 
of the black experience and the need for this history to be more widely taught 
at the K–12 level. 

 Scholastic: http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/28-ways-celebrate-black-
history-month  

o 28 Ways to Celebrate Black History Month. Learn about the exceptional 
contributions made by African Americans with ideas for each day of Black 
History Month 

http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/
http://www.africanamericanhistorymonth.gov/teachers.html
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/resource_library/african_american_resources.html
http://www.smithsonianeducation.org/educators/resource_library/african_american_resources.html
http://nmaahc.si.edu/
http://www.nea.org/
http://edsitement.neh.gov/feature/edsitements-guide-black-history-month-teaching-resources
http://edsitement.neh.gov/feature/edsitements-guide-black-history-month-teaching-resources
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/28-ways-celebrate-black-history-month
http://www.scholastic.com/teachers/article/28-ways-celebrate-black-history-month
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 Celebrate Black History Month with Facing History  
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/resource-
collections/four-resources-use-during-black-history-month   

o Primary sources, writing prompts, and teaching strategies rooted in the study 
of civil rights. 

 Conduct NCTE's African American Read-In:  http://www.ncte.org/aari  

https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/resource-collections/four-resources-use-during-black-history-month
https://www.facinghistory.org/for-educators/educator-resources/resource-collections/four-resources-use-during-black-history-month
http://www.ncte.org/aari

	Elementary Grades

