Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy

Lori O’Mara, Principal
Subhas Mohan, Assistant Principal
Course Syllabus
Instructor: Ms. Sussan
Email:dsussan@schools.nyc.gov
Course Title: The Living Environment 

Course Description: 


Welcome to Regents Living Environment. The basic problem this course addresses is how living things, including us humans maintain “life.” Maintaining life necessarily involves both internal processes and interactions with the outside world- both of which we still study in some detail this year. A key focus of this course includes making connections among all of the different components in our living environment.
Course Outline:

Nature of Science/Scientific Inquiry & Biology (3 weeks)

Ecology (4 weeks)

Characteristics of Life: Chemistry, Cells (6 weeks)

Genetics & Biotechnology (6 weeks)

Reproduction & Development (4 weeks)

Human Biology & Homeostasis (6 weeks)

Modern Evolution Theory (3 weeks)
	First Term - September through January

	Unit 1
	Unit 2
	Unit 3
	Unit 4

	 Nature of Science/Scientific Inquiry 

(15 days)

· Role of Scientific Inquiry in Studying Biology

· The Methods of Science


	  Ecology 

(20 days)

· Relationships 

· Interactions
· Positive Influences

· Negative Influences

· Decision Making


	  Characteristics of Life: Chemistry, Cells, Organization (35 days)
· Formation of First Cells from Molecules

· Cell Structure
· Cell Physiology

· Cell Chemistry

· Photosynthesis

· Respiration

· Diffusion and Osmosis

· Mitosis


	Genetics & Biotechnology
(30 days)

· Mendel Overview
· DNA/RNA

· Protein Synthesis

· Diseases

· Mutations

· Bio-engineering

· Bioethics




	Second Term – February through June

	Unit 5
	Unit 6
	Unit 7
	Unit 8

	 Reproduction and Development 

(20 days)

· Meiosis

· Reproductive System

· Fertilization

· Development

· Stem Cells


	 Human Biology & Homeostasis

(30 days)

· Body Systems Overview

· Homeostasis and Feedback System

· Immune Response


	  Modern Evolution Theory (15 days)

· Natural Selection
· Evidence

	Review
(30 days)

· Regents Review



CLASSROOM POLICIES AND PROCEDURES
Grading Policy:  
Grades will be calculated according to the following formula:


Exams………………………………………..50%


Quizzes………………………………………10%


Homework/Projects…………..……………...20%


Labs………………………………………….10%


Classwork and participation…………………10%


Projects may receive an exam or partial exam grade
Tests:  There will be at least one comprehensive exam per unit; for some units two.  Tests are announced well in advance of the test date.  If you are absent on a test date, you can expect to take the test the day you return to school.

Homework:  Homework is given almost daily and is generally due the next day.  There is a three-day school homework policy: full credit the day homework is due, reduced credit the second day, and further reduced credit the third day.  After three days, the homework will not be accepted and no credit will be received.  Homework which is poorly done or contains numerous blanks will receive no credit. If you are absent, you will be required to make up missed homework.  Again, it is YOUR responsibility.  Homework is due the day after you return from an absence.  You will have one day of makeup time for each day you were absent.  Of course, the sooner you submit the homework, the better.

Homework may be:

Reading and answering questions in the textbook and/or review book

Lab or fieldwork write-up or Paper and pencil lab

Reaction paper for newspaper article

Viewing a television documentary and answering related questions

Project or research paper

Lab Reports:  This course requires successful completion of 1200 minutes of laboratory activities. Students must show success through completed lab reported, which must be kept in students’ folders. Folders will remain in the classroom throughout the year and must remain in the school for 6 months after the examination. You must meet the lab requirement and maintain a record of that requirement in order to take the exam in June. A failing grade for lab means an automatic drop in your grade for the entire course.
Quizzes:  Quizzes are given frequently.  They may be announced a day in advance or be unannounced.  You may be quizzed on current work, past work, lab work, homework and fieldwork.

Projects:  Several projects and or reports will be assigned throughout the year.  The three-day rule also applies to projects and reports.

Preparation and Cooperation:  You are expected to come to class, on time, prepared with the materials you need and with any work which is due.  You will be better able to contribute to discussions and ask relevant questions if you have done the required work and have been attentive in class.

Lateness:  It is extremely important to be on time for each class as work begins immediately.  You must be in your seat, beginning your work when the bell rings.  There will be repercussions for students who are not in class and seated on time, and the class work grade will be affected.

Heading:  A heading is required on all submitted work.  It must have the following format:

Name (first and last)



Date


Class number




Teacher’s name

Suggestions for Improving Study Habits:
· Students need to do more than just “go over” their notes or the chapter.  They must read for understanding.

· Students must be familiar with the content, vocabulary, definitions and formulas and must make use of the reference tables.

· Students are encouraged to use note cards on which to highlight key points and vocabulary words.

· Being attentive in class and doing all work assigned is crucial to success.  Also take lab seriously as content knowledge and process skills are acquired through the lab experience. 

· Homework is important in reinforcing the work done in class or preparing for work to be done.  Homework must be done on time to derive the most benefit.  
Snapgrades: 

· Is our online grading system.  It allows students’ to monitor their progress throughout the school year.  It is highly recommended that parents/students logon to Snapgrades periodically to monitor progress.  Information on how to access Snapgrades will be given to you during the first week of classes.  
Electronic devices:  Electronic devices (cell phones, CD players, beepers, IPODS, etc.) may not be used anywhere in school, at any time.  If they are seen, used, or heard, they will be confiscated and held by the dean or assistant principal for a predetermined period of time.

Regents Examination 


Regents Living Environment is an examination-based course. You must pass a rigorous exam in June in order to receive regent’s exam credit for this course.  A passing score on at least one science regent’s exam in science is required for high school graduation. You should expect a lot of practice exam questions to give you an opportunity to become familiar with the types of questions found on the exam and providing strategies for answering them. Since a considerable amount of class time is spent preparing for the regents exam, taking the exam is a requirement for the course. 

Suggested Resource/Materials:

1. Textbooks 


2. Regents Review Guide

3. Lab hand-outs/ Lab guide

4. Notebook/Binder

5. Pencils and 2 pens

6. Flashcards/Note cards

Classroom Rules

1. You must have a Science section clearly defined in your loose-leaf binder or notebook.

2. All lessons must be numbered, dated, properly ordered and the aim clearly defined.

3. As a Science student at Riverdale/Kingsbridge Academy, you are responsible for having your binder, two pens, two pencils and a Scientific Calculator in class daily.

4. Failure to be properly prepared for class as described above will adversely affect your grade.
5. Arrive to class before the late bell sounds.
6. If you arrive late, Sign the Late Log and quietly sit down.
7. Walk into the classroom and sit in your assigned seat.
8. Open your binder to the science section, and copy the Aim, Homework and begin the Do Now/Fast Task.
9. Food, beverages, hats, electronic devices such as walkmans, IPods, cellular phones, etc. are prohibited.
10. Use of Bathroom: 

· You will be allowed to use the bathroom between 10 minutes after the late bell sounds and 10 minutes before the end of the period.
· Before leaving the room, you must first obtain a bathroom pass then sign the bathroom log.

· You will not be allowed to go to the bathroom when the teacher is giving instructions or discussing a topic.
11. Before leaving the classroom/Lab: 

· Be sure to turn in all assignments
· Clear your tables of trash/mess
· Return the books to their storage place.
· Return all other materials you used during the session.
· Pick up all your trash off the floor and dispose of it in the trash bin.
A. Student Conduct

1. You must behave in a manner conducive to learning, i.e., no idle talking, and no getting out of your seat unless instructed to by the presiding teacher.

2. During group activity, work cooperatively with your group and maintain a respectable sound level.

3. The focus of your discussion should be the topic/problem or activity.

4. If your group is warned three times for excessive noise and disruptive behavior, points will be deducted.

5. Each group will present their work to the class for full credit on classroom participation. 

6. When you want to speak or need help, Raise Your Hand and Wait to be Called On.

7. When someone (student or teacher) is given the opportunity to speak to the class, stop whatever you are doing, all eyes on the speaker, refrain for talking, listen attentively and follow instructions.
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
PLEASE RETURN THIS PORTION TO YOUR TEACHER
I have read the attached course outline, goals, expectations, and evaluation criteria for REGENTS LIVING ENVIRONMENT and have discussed these requirements and responsibilities with my parents/guardians.

In this Regent’s class every student is expected to complete a minimum of 1200 minutes of satisfactory laboratory time in order to be admitted into the Regent’s Examination.  Failure to complete the required 1200 minutes will result in the student being barred from taking the Regent’ Examination.  Every student is expected to qualify and take the Exam.
Student Signature_____________________________________ Date____________ Class_________              

Parent/Guardian Signature________________________ email:__________________ _____ Date_____________
