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Course Description:

The purpose of the Advanced Placement course in Psychology is to introduce students to the systematic and scientific study of behavior and mental processes of human beings and animals.  Students are exposed to the psychological facts, principles, and phenomena associated with the major subfields within psychology.  Students will also learn about the methods psychologists use in their science and practice. Since this is an Advanced Placement course, the course culminates in an AP exam administered at the beginning of May. It is the expectation that every student in this class will take this exam. We will prepare for this exam as much as possible in class, but it practically impossible to cover all of the material during class time. It is for this reason that you are expected to complete a large amount of independent work. This is not only an intensive reading and writing course, but one that requires high-order critical thinking skills to be used at all times. 
Course Outline:
	Unit 1 
	History and Psychological Approaches 
	9/13-9/17

	Unit 2 
	Methods of Study/Research Methods
	9/20-10/1

	Unit 3
	Biological Basic of Behavior
	10/4-10/22

	Unit 4
	Developmental Psychology
	10/25-11/12

	Unit 5
	Sensation and Perception
	11/15-11//26

	Unit 6
	States of Consciousness
	11/29-12/3

	Unit 7
	Psychology of Learning
	12/6-12/17

	Unit 8
	Cognition
	12/20-1/14

	Unit 9
	Testing and Individual Differences
	1/17-1/21

	Unit 10
	Motivation and Emotion
	1/31-2/4

	Unit 11
	Personaility
	2/7-2/18

	Unit 12
	Abnormal Psychology
	2/28-3/18

	Unit 13
	Treatment of Abnormal Behavior
	3/21-3/25

	Unit 14
	Social Psychology
	3/28-4/8

	
	AP Test
	5/2


*Sequence and dates are subject to change*
Supplies you will need:

· 2, one-inch, 3-ring loose-leaf binders with 7 dividers and paper in each. One binder will be used in the Fall term, and the other will be used in the Spring term. 
· Pens (all tests and assignments must be completed in blue or black ink only)
· Pencil for diagrams 
· 3” x 5” index cards (not needed on a daily basis)
Notebook binder:

· Each student is to have a one-inch, 3-ring loose-leaf binder (with dividers and paper) and bring it to class each day. Notebooks may be checked at any point in the year so please keep them as neat as possible.

· Note-taking is a very important skill that will help in your success in this class. The points below may help you in your note taking. 

· Take complete, dated class notes.

· Your notes should be more than just what items are listed on the board.

· Put the notes in your own words.  Don’t write down something you don’t understand without asking about it.

· Review your class notes each day while they are fresh in your mind.  Expand them, clarify them, and add examples so they will make sense when you go back to study them later.  Note, anything that doesn’t make sense ask questions in class the following day.

· Before class look over the notes from the proceeding class. This is especially important if a topic is presented over multiple days.

· If you are absent, you are responsible for obtaining notes from another classmate. 

Assignments:

· All written work for the class should be typed or written legibly. Written work should be an attempt to communicate one's thoughts, ideas or feelings.  Sloppy work, one word answers, and poor spelling/grammar fail in their goal of communicating.  If you are typing your assignments, they should be typed in Times New Roman, font size 12 with 1-inch margins. 

· Late papers.  In almost all cases students are given more than adequate time to finish assignments so there should not be many excuses for late papers.  Assignments are due at the beginning of class.  If you know you are going to be absent on the day an assignment is due please make an effort to hand in the assignment early.  

· Absentee papers. If you are absent on a due date the assignment is due upon your return.  Exceptions will be made for extended absences.

Tests and Quizzes:

· You will have a test at the end of every unit.  They will reflect the AP Psychology Exam in that they will consist of multiple-choice questions and essay questions. Tests will be cumulative, meaning that they will always include information from previous units as well. Content on the test will be mostly based on material learned in class however, all material in the textbook may be tested. 
· Short quizzes will be given based on the material covered in the chapter. 
Grading Policy:



Tests/quizzes…………………65%



Homework/Projects………….25%


         Participation/Preparation……10%

Classroom expectations and procedures:

1. Respect
· Listening

· Hand-raising

· Bell-to-bell instruction

· Equal playing field

· Bell-to-bell instruction

2. Attendance

· Need to be here everyday.
· If for some reason you are absent, you are responsible for all of the work you missed while you were out. Call a classmate to find out what you missed. Everyday is very important.
· If you are absent on a test day, you need a signed note from parent the DAY you come back to school. You MUST make up the test during your lunch period within 2 days of the absence (either the day you come back, or the day after).
3. Bathroom/water/leaving the classroom

· Main focus of this classroom is learning.
· If there is an emergency, you must take a pass and sign in and out in the sign out book.
4. Be on time

· Must be on time!
· Must be in your seat and copying the fast task by the time the late bell rings.
· If you are late, you must sign the late book when you enter class. Lateness can seriously impact your classroom grade.
· Sometimes, there will be a “quick quiz” administered the first 5 minutes of class. There is no opportunity to make up these quizzes.
5. General school rules

· Apply to this classroom as well.
· No hats or hoods.
· No electronics.
  6. Physical Environment

· No food or drink in the classroom at any time.
· We cannot throw papers/wrappers/garbage on the floor. Keep this place clean.
7. Preparedness

· Loose-leaf binder ONLY FOR AP PSYCHOLOGY brought to class everyday.
· Pens and pencils.
---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------

PLEASE RETURN THIS PORTION TO YOUR TEACHER
I have read the attached course outline, goals, expectations, and evaluation criteria for AP Psychology and have discussed these requirements and responsibilities with my parents/guardians.
Student Signature___________________________________ Date____________ Class_________              

Parent/Guardian Signature______________________ Email _________________Phone Number ________________
