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October 16, 2007 
On December 1, 2006, in response to a legal decision, the New York State Education Department provided clarification to school districts regarding their responsibilities in providing access to calculators for student use: The State Education Department requires the use of calculators for intermediate and high school level mathematics and science assessments.  To the extent that calculators are a necessary part of the educational program, the school district must provide them.  Under no circumstances should students be charged for a calculator or otherwise required to purchase one in order to participate in an educational program. The full notice may be found at:  www.emsc.nysed.gov/mgtserv/charging_for_calculators.shtml 

Listed below are the courses in grades 7-12 that require access to calculators, and which type of calculator may be used with each assessment.  
Math/Science Courses that Require Access to Calculators

	Course
	
	Four-Function Calculator
	
	Scientific Calculator
	
	Graphing Calculator

	7th-Grade Math
	Required
	no
	
	yes
	
	no

	8th-Grade Math
	Required
	no
	
	yes
	
	no

	8th-Grade Science
	Required
	yes
	OR
	yes
	
	no

	Math A
	Required
	no
	
	yes
	OR
	yes

	Integrated Algebra
	Required
	no
	
	no
	
	yes

	Math B
	Required
	no
	
	no
	
	yes

	Integrated Algebra
	Required
	no
	
	no
	
	yes

	Geometry
	Required
	no
	
	no
	
	yes

	Algebra 2 and Trigonometry
	Required
	no
	
	no
	
	yes

	Living Environment
	Required
	yes
	OR
	yes
	
	no

	Chemistry
	Required
	yes
	OR
	yes
	
	no

	Earth Science
	Required
	yes
	OR
	yes
	
	no

	Physics
	Required
	no
	
	yes
	OR
	yes

	AP Biology
	Not Permitted
	no
	
	no
	
	no

	AP Calculus
	Required
	no
	
	no
	
	yes

	AP Chemistry
	Required
	no
	
	no
	
	yes

	AP Physics
	Required
	no
	
	yes
	OR
	yes

	AP Statistics
	Required
	no
	
	no
	
	yes

	PSAT
	Required
	yes
	OR
	yes
	OR
	yes


If there are any questions pertaining to this please contact Ronald Schwarz at rschwarz@schools.nyc.gov
