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The Proposed Re-Siting and Grade Expansion of M.S. 260 

Clinton School for Writers and Artists (02M260) from a 6-8 

to a 6-12 School in Building M868 Beginning in the 2015-

2016 School Year  
 

 

I.    Description of the subject and purpose of the proposed item under consideration.  

 

Clinton School for Writers and Artists (02M260, “Clinton”) is an existing district middle school 

currently located in building M933 (“M933”) at 425 West 33
rd

 Street, Manhattan, New York 

10001, in Community School District 2 (“District 2”).  Clinton currently enrolls students in sixth 

through eighth grade into its screened middle school program.  Clinton is the only organization 

in M933. 

 

The School Construction Authority (“SCA”) is presently constructing building M868, (“M868”) 

located at 10 East 15
th

 Street, New York, NY 10003, with an expected occupancy date of 

September 2015.  M868 has been designed to serve students in middle school and high school 

grades.  The New York City Department of Education (“DOE”) temporarily sited Clinton in 

M933 in anticipation of its move to M868 and committed to an Educational Impact Statement 

(“EIS”) that would re-site Clinton to M868 following construction of the building.  This EIS 

fulfills that commitment.  A “re-siting” means that students will attend classes in a different 

building than the one in which they attended classes the previous year.  If this proposal is 

approved, Clinton will be re-sited to M868 and will grow to utilize both the middle school and 

high school seats in M868 beginning in 2015-2016.  

 

This is a proposal to implement a “grade expansion” and a re-siting whereby Clinton will be re-

sited from M933 to M868 prior to the beginning of the 2015-2016 school year.  At M868, 

Clinton will gradually grow to serve students in sixth through twelfth grade beginning in the 

2015-2016 school year.  If this proposal is approved by the Panel for Educational Policy 

(“PEP”), Clinton will enroll its first ninth grade cohort in September 2015 during the school’s 

first year at M868 into its high school screened program. 

 

The DOE also strives to ensure that all students in New York City have access to high-quality 

schools at every stage of their education.  The DOE believes that the grade expansion of Clinton 

will increase access to high-quality high school seats in Manhattan.  Such an expansion will 

build upon the growing success of Clinton, which has demonstrated a strong record of student 

performance in District 2.  For example, the percent of students at Clinton scoring at Levels 3 
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and 4 on State English Language Arts (“ELA”) tests in 2011-2012 was in the 93
rd

 percentile 

Citywide. 

 

The proposal to expand Clinton was initiated by the school community.  In March 2013, 

Clinton’s leadership team submitted a letter of intent to apply for a grade expansion, and in May 

2013 a team composed of teachers and administrators submitted a formal application to the 

DOE.  That application was supported by parents, the broader school community, the 

Community Educational Council of District 2, and multiple elected officials.  This suggests a 

high level of satisfaction within the school, its parent body and the broader community, and the 

expectation that an expanded Clinton will meet the needs of children.  In June 2013, DOE 

officials visited Clinton and conducted interviews with the applicant team, concluding that the 

school is well positioned to begin a successful grade expansion.  

 

The DOE strives to increase quality options for students.  As part of the provisional approval 

process, the DOE evaluates each school’s instructional capacity to serve the expanded school 

level by reviewing school expansion applications, conducting site visits, and facilitating panel 

interviews.  Schools interested in expanding must have received at least a "C" on their most 

recent Progress Report to be eligible to apply to the grade reconfiguration process.  Schools 

provisionally approved for expansion must receive at least a "C" in the Progress Report(s) 

released prior to their expansion in order to remain eligible.  In the event that Clinton does not 

receive a C or better on the Progress Report(s) prior to its expansion, this proposed expansion 

will not be implemented. If this proposal is approved, the re-siting will occur even if the 

proposed expansion is not implemented. If the expansion is not implemented, the DOE may 

propose an alternate use of space in M868 that involves a significant change in school utilization, 

which would be the subject of a future EIS in accordance with Chancellor’s Regulation A-190. 

For the purposes of this proposal, it is assumed that Clinton will be able to expand its grade 

levels from 6-8 to 6-12. This proposed re-siting will provide Clinton with facilities that are fully 

functionally accessible. 

 

If this proposal is approved, Clinton will move to M868 and begin serving students in ninth 

grade in the 2015-2016 school year.  Clinton will expand gradually, adding one grade level each 

year over a four-year period.  The school will reach its full grade span of grades six through 

twelve in the 2018-2019 school year.  

 

 

II.    Information regarding where the full text of the proposed item may be obtained. 
  

The Educational Impact Statement (“EIS”) describing this proposal can be found on the 

Department of Education’s Web site: 

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2013-2014/Oct30SchoolProposals.  
 

Copies of the EIS are also available in the main office of Clinton. 

 

III.  Submission of public comment.  

 

Written comments can be sent to D02Proposals@schools.nyc.gov.   

http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/leadership/PEP/publicnotice/2013-2014/Oct30SchoolProposals
mailto:D02Proposals@schools.nyc.gov
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Oral comments can be left at 212-374-3466. 

 

 IV. The name, office, address, email and telephone number of the city district 

representative, knowledgeable on the item under consideration, from whom information 

may be obtained concerning the item. 

 

Name:   Jennifer Peng 

Office:  Division of Portfolio Planning 

Address:  52 Chambers Street, New York, NY 10007 

Email:   D02Proposals@schools.nyc.gov 

Phone:  212-374-3466 

 

V. Date, time and place of joint public hearings for this proposal.     

 

October 22, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 

Building M933 

425 West 33
rd

 Street 

New York, NY 10001 

 

Questions about the proposal should be directed as indicated in section IV above. 

 

Speaker sign-up will begin 30 minutes before the hearing and will close 15 minutes after the 

start. 

 

VI. Date, time and place of the Panel for Educational Policy meeting at which the Panel 

will vote on the proposed item. 

 

October 30, 2013 at 6:00 p.m. 

Prospect Heights Campus  

883 Classon Avenue 

Brooklyn, NY 11225. 

 

 
 

mailto:D02Proposals@schools.nyc.gov

