Referral Centers for High School Alternatives
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Introduction:

Referral Centers for High School Alternatives are in each borough to help high-school aged students find their best pathway to a diploma or the General Educational Development (GED) exam, and beyond. Guidance Counselors, Social Workers, and other Referral Center staff will also help guide students and families to additional supports and services they may need.
Referral Centers can help you:

• Explore all possible paths to a high school diploma, or enroll in a GED program;
• Learn about your rights as a NYC Department of Education student;
• Understand your high school transcript;
• Get referrals for childcare, social work, drug treatment and housing;
• Learn about other programs that District 79 offers.

[note: the FAQ also says:
• Plan to overcome any barriers that prevent you from coming to school

• Choose between GED and high school diploma programs

But I’ve taken these out]

Hours:

All Referral Centers are open schooldays from 8:30 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. You may visit us any day, but students and families are encouraged to visit on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday mornings to hear an overview session and meet with guidance counselors. Students who choose to pursue a GED will be asked to return on a Tuesday or Thursday at 8:00 a.m. to take a placement survey test.
Referral Centers will be closed the days schools are closed [hyperlink: school holiday calendar]

Summer schedule:
Referral Centers will be open for three weeks during the summer.

· Week of July 30, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

· Week of August 20, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.

· Week of August 27, 9 a.m. to 2 p.m.
· Thursday September 6th, open for the new school year
Age:

GED Plus welcomes students 18 to 21 years old. Seventeen year olds with special circumstances will be considered on a case by case basis and will need a parent or guardian present to provide consent to pursue the GED. Students 21 and over should contact the Office of Adult and Continuing Education [hyperlink: http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/AdultEd/default.htm] for information on the GED and other programs.

What to bring:

Please bring a photo ID and your most recent transcript, if you have one. If you do not have a photo ID, ask the School Safety Agent at the entrance to call the Referral Center so that someone may accompany you to the center.
Links:

· FAQ links in all languages
· 2011-2012 Additional Ways to Graduate: High School Diploma & GED Programs Directory (http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/B581CC4F-678B-4884-B650-B107E0980E27/0/AWTGDirectory201112.pdf)

· Adult Ed (http://schools.nyc.gov/ChoicesEnrollment/AdultEd/default.htm) 

· Office of Student Enrollment

