Understand the Literacy Shifts in Social Studies and Science
Graphic Organizer
Guiding Questions
· What planning and instructional moves do the literacy shifts call for teachers to make in their practice?

· How does incorporating the literacy shifts in literacy into planning and practice impact student learning in social studies and science classrooms?

Notes on the Instructional Shifts

	· What shifts most resonate with you in terms of preparing students for college and career success?















· When thinking of the various components of a unit (e.g. unit and lesson plans, instructional tasks, culminating task, texts, etc.), where might you expect to see evidence of the shifts? 




















Instructional Shifts at the Unit Level
Directions: Examining the essential question(s), texts, primary standards, and culminating task for a sample unit, identify existing evidence of the shifts and opportunities for further incorporating the shifts.  

Note: Not all shifts will be evident in every unit.  Students are to experience all shifts over the course of the year.
	
Literacy Shifts

	Step 1:
Evidence in unit components
Where do you see evidence of the shifts?
	Step 2:
Ideas to incorporate shifts further
How could you incorporate more explicit evidence of the shifts?

	Shift 1
Balancing informational and literary text
	





	

	Shift 2
Knowledge in the Disciplines


	






	

	Shift 3
Staircase of Complexity



	






	

	Shift 4
Text-based Answers



	






	

	Shift 5
Writing from Sources



	






	

	Shift 6
Academic Vocabulary



	






	


Instructional Shifts at the Lesson Plan Level
Directions: Examining the sample lesson plan for the unit, identify existing evidence of the shifts and opportunities for further incorporating the shifts.  

Note: Not all shifts will be evident in every lesson plan.  Students are to experience all shifts over the course of the year.
	
Literacy Shifts

	Step 1:
Evidence in lesson plan
Where do you see evidence of the shifts?
	Step 2:
Ideas to incorporate shifts further
How could you incorporate more explicit evidence of the shifts?

	Shift 1
Balancing informational and literary text

	






	

	Shift 2
Knowledge in the Disciplines


	






	

	Shift 3
Staircase of Complexity



	






	

	Shift 4
Text-based Answers



	






	

	Shift 5
Writing from Sources



	






	

	Shift 6
Academic Vocabulary



	






	


Instructional Shifts at the Student Task Level
Directions: Examining the culminating task that students are asked to engage in at the end of the sample unit, identify what students are asked to know and do in order to complete the task.  Then, consider what instructional moves teachers will have to make to prepare students for the demands of the task.


	If students have to….
	Then teachers have to…

	
What do students have to KNOW to complete this task?









What do students have to DO to complete this task?









	
What do teachers have to do in order to prepare students for what they have to KNOW and DO in the task?











Reflection Questions
· Which of the shifts would I further incorporate into my practice in order to accomplish the teacher moves listed above?













Extension Activity
Directions:  Reflect upon your current unit, identifying existing evidence of the shifts.  After this analysis, identify areas and opportunities for incorporating the shifts to further strengthen your unit.

	
Literacy Shifts

	Step 1: 
Evidence in unit plan
Where do you see existing evidence of the shifts in your unit plan?
	Step 2:
Opportunities for incorporating the shifts
How could you further incorporate  the shifts into your unit?
	Step 3:
Student Impact
How could this impact the development of my students’ literacy skills?

	Shift 1
Balancing informational and literary text
	





	
	

	Shift 2
Knowledge in the Disciplines

	





	
	

	Shift 3
Staircase of Complexity


	





	
	

	Shift 4
Text-based Answers


	





	
	

	Shift 5
Writing from Sources


	





	
	

	Shift 6
Academic Vocabulary


	





	
	


Reflection:
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Comparing your original and modified lesson plans, what changes do you see in what students are being asked to do?  
· What impact would you expect these changes to have on student learning?
