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September 2014 

 

Dear Community: 

 

Welcome back to a new school year!  As we begin the year,       

we want to ensure that the climate of P.S. 154Q exudes positive 

feelings and a supportive, nurturing environment.  To set the stage for 

how we expect community members at P.S.154Q to treat one another, 

we have brought back Carol McCloud’s book, “Have You Filled A 

Bucket Today? (A Guide to Daily Happiness For Kids).   

 

 

The premise of the book is that we all carry an invisible bucket for our feelings.  If our 

bucket is full, we are happy; whereas if our bucket is empty, we are sad.  People who say 

or do nice things for other people, are “bucket-fillers.”  By doing nice things for others, 

bucket-fillers fill their own buckets, as well as the buckets of others.  Those unfortunate 

people who say or do negative things to other people, are “bucket-dippers” and empty 

their own buckets and the buckets of others. 

 

This wonderful book focuses on teaching children to reach out and express love, respect 

and appreciation of others, and to become other-centered rather than self-centered.  During the month of 

September, each class will focus on developing their skills as “bucket-fillers.”  This book also aligns with our first 

Habit of the Mind: Managing Impulsivity, where we encourage our students to think before they act.  This will 

help to create a positive environment and foster more bucket fillers in our school community. 

 

This month the entire school community will focus on one Instructional Shift in ELA, Shift 4: Text Based Answers, 

where students have rich and rigorous conversations which are dependent on a common text, and  one 

Common Core Reading Standard in Literature, Standard 2, which states the following:.  
  

Kindergarten First Grade Second Grade Third Grade Fourth Grade Fifth Grade 

With prompting 

and support, retell 

familiar stories, 

including key 

details. 

Retell stories, 

including key 

details, and 

demonstrate 

understanding of 

their central 

message or 

lesson. 

Recount stories 

and determine 

their central 

message, lesson, 

or moral. 

Recount stories; 

determine the 

central message, 

lesson, or moral 

and explain how it 

is conveyed 

through key 

details in the text. 

Determine a 

theme of a story, 

drama, or poem 

from details in the 

text; summarize 

the text. 

Determine a 

theme of a story, 

drama, or poem 

from details in the 

text; summarize 

the text. 

 

This year we will continue to raise the level of higher order thinking in all content areas by asking our students 

higher level questions modeled from Bloom’s Taxonomy and Webb’s Depth of Knowledge.  As we move 

towards full implementation of Thinking Maps for the 2014-2015 school year, we have also included some 

possible ways to include Thinking Maps with our September book of the month.  For the month of September 

we will be re-introducing the Circle Map, Bubble Map, Double Bubble Map, and Tree Map.   
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Thinking Maps Possible Activities 

 

 

 

 

Circle Map 

 

 

Brainstorm all the ways you can fill someone’s bucket or your own bucket 

Brainstorm bucket filling comments the we can use in the classroom 

Brainstorm bucket dipping comments that we shouldn’t use in the classroom 

Create a circle map with examples from the story that prove why it is so important NOT to be a bucket dipper 

Brainstorm characters that exemplify the qualities of a “bucket-filler” or “bucket-dipper” from other books we 

have read 

Use a circle map to brainstorm examples from our classroom of when students were “bucket-fillers” 

 

Bubble Map 

Describe the qualities of a “bucket-filler”  

Describe the qualities of a “bucket-dipper” 

(You can also do this with characters from other stories you have read by identifying the qualities of those 

characters that are “bucket-fillers” or “bucket-dippers”) 

Double Bubble 

Map 

 

Compare and contrast a bucket-filler and a bucket-dipper. 

Tree Map Sort all of the ways you can become a bucket filler by actions, and words. 

 
As we continue to work on our school-wide goal of growing our student’s academic vocabulary knowledge 

(Common Core Shift 6), it is very important that our students gain a strong understanding of the meaning of the 

words/phrases below in different contexts, as well as be able to use them in speaking and in writing. Our hope is that 

throughout the month you reinforce the meaning of these words and have your students engaged in various 

activities around them. 

Vocabulary Words Phrases Feelings 

Bucket Bucket Filler Sad 

Invisible Bucket Dipper Lonely 

Neighbors/Neighborhood  Happy 

Purpose  Loving 

Feelings  Caring 

Ignore  Mean 

Full/Empty   

Clue   

Practice   

Invite   

Bully   

 
Other Recommended Tasks for Have You Filled a Bucket Today? 

Comic Strip: Think of behaviors related to the Discipline Code that you could use to be a good citizen of PS 154Q. 

Draw a comic strip of the actions you could take to fill your own bucket. Write a paragraph for each of your frames 

to explain what you are doing and how your bucket is being filled. 

Song or Poem: Write a song or poem with at least three stanzas. Each stanza will describe a way that you filled 

someone’s bucket. Be sure to use descriptive language in your writing. You may also create hand movements or a 

few dance steps to accompany your poem/song. 

Interview: Think of someone you know who you consider to be a model bucket-filler. Write ten good questions you 

could ask him/her about how they became a great bucket-filler and how they deal with different situations in a 

positive way. Arrange to interview this person, record your results, and write up what you learned that might change 

the way you behave.  

 

We are looking forward to seeing all the great work your students do with this wonderful book! 

 

Sincerely, 

Dr. Davidson, Mrs. LaPorte, and the P.S. 154Q Teacher Leader Team 


