Mr. Lepetit – 6th Grade Literacy

Mlepetit@schools.nyc.gov
Literacy Class Syllabus/ Policies and Procedures
Welcome to Mr. Lepetit’s literacy class.  Below are the guidelines to ensure a successful year in my classroom.  I look forward to having a great year with you!

The basic guidelines for a respectful classroom community are:

1) Treat others as you would like to be treated.

2) Be an active listener and learner. 

3) Stay on task.

4) Wait your turn to speak.

Materials:

Required






Suggested:

· composition notebooks




Small dictionary
· Several two pocket folders




Colored pens
· Loose-leaf paper 





Highlighter
· Pens







Homework folder
· Independent reading book




crayons/markers
Overview of the 6th grade literacy curriculum:

The sixth grade is a crucial year for establishing a strong foundation of skills that will help you become a successful reader and writer.  In Reading Workshop there will be a strong emphasis on strengthening critical thinking skills, particularly when reading nonfiction.  Emphasis is also placed on discussion of literature – participation in class discussion is an important part of your grade!  In Writing Workshop, you will learn how to strengthen your writing, as we practice each step of the writing process.  Since we will spend a significant amount of time exploring nonfiction genres in Reading Workshop, you will also refine your nonfiction writing skills.  The units that we will cover this year include:

· Introduction to Literary Concepts – This unit will focus on laying the foundations for the rest of the year.  We will read several short stories and learn certain components of literature such as plot, setting, theme, etc.
· Memoir –  During this unit we will be reading When I was Your Age by Amy Ehlrich and The House on Mango Street by Sandra Cisnerros as well as Summer Life by Gary Soto and Looking Back by Lowis Lowry.  You will also be writing your own personal memoirs.
· Feature Article – During this unit we will examine several genres, particularly newspaper and magazines. The entire unit will build up to a full-length feature article.
· I-Search – This is the biggest project sixth grade literacy.  In this nonfiction unit you will be completing a major research project on the topic of your choice.  
· Test preparation – This unit will focus on praparin the students for the NY State ELA exam.  Students will learn how to do well on the tet and take several practice exams.
· Animal Farm – During this until we will be reading George Orwell’s Animal Farm and participating in literature circle discussions.  
· Myths and Legends – In this unit we will be reading famous Greek and Roman myths as well as doing some creative writing as you create your own myth or legend.
Class Procedures:

1. Entering the classroom--  Please enter the classroom quickly and on

      time.  Keep in mind that food, drinks, gum, hats, and electronic

      devices are not allowed in class.  Place your homework on your desk         

to be checked.                           .

2. Beginning the class-- As you enter the room be prepared to do work.  Do not come in expecting to talk to your friends or fool around.  When you come in please get your journal, copy down your homework assignment and “Aim” and complete the “Do Now.”

3. Excusing yourself from the classroom--  If you need to use the facilities please quietly raise your hand and wait to be called on in order to be dismissed.  Students may not leave the room in the first or last 10 minutes of class.  You may only disrupt class if there is an emergency, in which case you should call it to Mr. Lepetit’s attention immediately.

4. Tardiness – If you are late to class please come in quietly.  Please sign the late sheet and quickly get your journal and get started on your work. 

5. Journals – Your journals are to be left in the back of the classroom.  When placing them back where they belong please do not throw them but rather place them nicely in their place.  

6. ABAB “Always Bring a Book” – You must always have an independent reading book with you.  If you are asked to take out your book and you do not have one you will loose points.

7. Heading – Please make sure to have the following heading”


Name





Date



Class





Teacher’s Name

8. Homework – Daily homework will be assigned and due the following

day. If it is a day late the highest possible grade becomes a 60.  If it 
is late more than two days the homework grade is a zero.   If a 

student was absent on the day it was due, and has a note, he or she 

may hand it in the next day.  If it is late after that the student’s 

grade will begin to drop.

Grading Policy:


Most assignments and projects will be graded according to individual rubrics.  The English Department’s grading policy is as follows:

45% of your grade is determined by assessments, including tests, 


quizzes and projects. 
30% of your grade is determined by class work and homework.

15% of your grade is determined by participation.  

10% of your grade is determined by organization.  

After reading the classroom plan please discuss it with your parents and have them sign it.  Make sure to sign it yourself.  Please return it to Mr. Lepetit the next day.

Thank you.

Student:

I have read and understand the classroom plan and will to my best to follow these guidelines:

Signature_______________________________________    Date_______________

Parent:

My child has discussed the classroom plan with me.  I understand and will support it.  

Signature ______________________________________    Date________________

Mr. Lepetit – Sixth Grade Literacy

Mlepetit@schools.nyc.gov

Dear Parent or Guardian,


Periodically I may have to contact you for any number of reasons.  To ensure that I call the appropriate number at the appropriate time please fill out this form and have it returned to me.  This way I will not be trying to contact you at an inconvenient time.

Students Name____________________________________________________

Parent/Guardians Name____________________________________________

Home phone number_______________________________________________

Cell Phone Number_________________________________________________

Work Number_____________________________________________________

Please Circle the number which you would most prefer I call.

Do you prefer to speak another language at home, and if so, which?___________________________________________________________

Do you have internet access at home? Yes /  No 

If so, what is your e-mail address? ________________________________________________________________________








Thank You, 









Mr. Lepetit

