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· The 7th grade ELA course is designed to achieve student growth in the following areas:
· Increasing a students ability to extract information from text
· Increasing a students ability to respond to writing prompts with grammatically correct composition
· Increasing student vocabulary


· The course will be comprised of 8 units of study. 
· Units are designed to build and refine skills learned throughout the year (earlier units will be a foundation for later ones)
· Units will take place over a period of approximately 4-5 weeks
· Units will be comprised of several areas of study;
· Reading skills
· Writing Skills
· Grammar
· Assessments
· Units will have clearly defined learning objectives.

Unit One:  Baseline Reading and Writing/ Rules and Procedures;
· Informal Reading Inventory to determine approximate reading levels.
· Baseline Writing Assignment 
· Class rules and Procedures

Unit Two: Fiction/Short Stories;
· Why do we read short stories?
· How are the themes and subjects of a short story relevant to our lives?
· How does point of view affect the meaning of a story?
· How do writers vary their writing when writing for different purpose?

Unit Three:  Non-Fiction Reading and Writing:
· How can language be powerful?
· How do authors use the resources of language to impact an audience?
· How does the study of non-fiction texts help individuals construct their understanding of reality?
· Can a reader infer the author’s intention based on text?

Unit Four:  Fiction/Novel:  To be determined
· How can reading about the lives of others help to forge our identity?
· Is conflict inevitable?
· Is the purpose of literature to always teach and inform?


Unit Five:  Poetry:
· Why is poetry a powerful form of expression?
· What makes a poem a poem?
· How is a poem different from prose?

Unit Six:  Drama:
· What elements of drama make the genre unique?
· How does an author’s choice of a given time and place contribute to the works tone, mood and atmosphere?
· Why is setting an essential component of drama?
· How does the author’s use of literary devices contribute towards the overall impact of the play?
· Based on the time period in which the piece was written, how does the text reflect the social and cultural issues of that era?

Unit Seven:  Fiction/Novel:  To be determined
· How does an author give clues through hidden messages and the underlying meaning of words or phrases?

Unit Eight:  Media/Propaganda:
· How are we influenced by the media?
· What is propaganda and how is it used?
· How does the media affect our everyday lives?
· How does the media help us in our everyday lives?

Course Materials:
· Five subject notebook, or three ring binder; Either must contain sections for vocabulary, notes, writing assignments, journal entries, and homework.

Grading Policy:
· All work is expected to be submitted ON TIME.  Any work submitted after the due date WITHOUT A PARENT NOTE will be deducted 10 points per day.  After three days work will no longer be excepted.
· The course will have a midterm exam in January and a final exam in June.

· Marking Period Grading:
· Test/Projects/Quiz: 50%
· Class work/Participation:  20%
· Homework:  20%
· Notebook:  10%
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