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Welcome to English 7! This course is designed to help you become strong readers and more skilled writers in a challenging and collaborative educational environment. By  participating in daily reading and writing exercises, you will learn the qualities of excellent creative and expository writing, as well as become a more in depth reader. We will be reading from a variety of texts both in and out of classroom through a series of differentiated learning activities.

This year we will be focusing on:
· Annotation and close readings of various works of literature

· Essay writing 

· Creative writing

· ELA state exam 

· Vocabulary and Grammar

· Journaling response to literature

Student’s responsibilities:

1) Arrive to class on time, be seated, and begin the task at hand. After three times tardy, a detention will be served.

2) Homework will be assigned regularly, and it is expected that you will keep up with the reading and hand in written assignments by the due date. Late homework and assignments are only accepted with the week that they are due, and points are deducted for each day late without a note.

3) It is necessary to have a note from a parent/caregiver or faculty member in order for it to be an excused absence.

4) No gum chewing, candy, or food is permitted. 

5) Please keep the room as neat as possible so we can maintain a respectful and appropriate learning environment.
Extra Help:
I am available for extra help after school almost everyday and if you make an appointment, I can meet with you in the morning as well.

Email:
I do accept assignments online and answer questions via email at jlang@schools.nyc.gov
Plagiarism


Plagiarism on any part of an assignment will result in an automatic failure on that assignment.
Classroom Materials:

· 2 marble notebooks or 2 sections of a three ring binder or five subject notebook

· Writing Utensils     - Highlighter    - Markers (Crayons)  

-  YOUR IRB ON YOU AT ALL TIMES

Reading and Writing Requirements

Class Readings


We will learn how to dissect writing for themes and symbols, as well as learn how to write by recognizing effective techniques used by other writers and incorporate those techniques into our own writing. You will be asked to do the readings both in the classroom as well as at the home as homework. Completing the readings is an extremely important part of your work and towards your grade. At any time, you may have an announced and unannounced pop quiz on the assigned readings.
Independent reading

In addition, you should be reading independently, at least one book a month other than assigned readings. You will have time in class to read your IRB (independent reading book) and will be handing in a book report or presenting a book talk for each one. I have a classroom library that you may choose from but I recommend going to either the library downstairs or your local public library. Choose something that you WANT to read as your IRB.

Writing

You will do a variety of different writing excersises exploring various writing techniques. You will write in both the creative format, as well as the expository. Your writing should be grammatically correct, and will be a focus throughout the year. Projects will include exploring writers voice, as well as academic essay writing.

Portfolios


Throughout the year, you will have an academic portfolio that will be evaluated by you and I. At the end of the year, your best materials will come with you to your next grade. You may submit anything that you deem as some of your best work in your portfolio, but they must contain your writing. You may not add Quizzes or Tests.

The year will be divided into seven separate sections:
· Baseline Writing (September)

· Short Story (September-October)

·  Fiction: To Kill a Mockingbird (H) (October-December)

· Test Prep (January)

·  Poetry (February) 

· Fiction: Lord of The Flies (March)
· Grammar week (April) 

· Creative Writing week

· Fractured Fairy Tales/End of the World  (April) 

·  Shakespeare (May)

· Drama: Raisin in the Sun (May-June) 

· Orbitals (June)
Grade breakdown:

Participation/Class work: 25%

Quiz: 25%

Homework: 15 %

Essays/Tests/Projects: 35%

