David A. Stein Riverdale Kingsbridge Academy
Principal, Lori O’Mara

8th Grade Literacy Syllabus
Teacher: Mrs. P. Hughes

To contact me: e-mail MHughes6@schools.nyc.gov You can also send a note with your child. Since I will be using SnapGrades, I urge all parents’ to register their e-mail address so they can monitor their child’s academic progress.
Course Description:
During the course of this school year the focus will be on the following:

· All facets of writing including assessment writing.

· Reading various genres of literature and other selections such as; John Steinbeck’s Of Mice and Men, Shakespeare, From There To Here (The Immigrant Experience), Poetry selections, Holocaust readings, short stories, and non-fiction works.
· Journal writing in response to reading; making self to text connections.
· Independent reading in class and out of class with the student making the choice of reading and submitting a completed reading form upon finishing the book.

· The understanding of vocabulary words through context reading.

· The study of poetry and poets using different styles of poetry.
· Preparation and review for the ELA exam. 

Homework will be given on a daily basis, Monday through Thursday and must be submitted the next day. The students will also be given some form of research to do in preparation for the next unit of study. This will be followed with an analytical essay during the course of reading, and ending with an exit project on completion of the reading. There will also be charts to work on that will enhance and address skills needed to comprehend the reading (e.g. plot, characterization, point of view, setting, etc.).
Class Preparation:

· Homework is due the day after it is assigned.  Since homework will either reinforce material we have covered in class or prepare the students for the next day’s lesson, it is very important that it is completed on time.  Students must come to school with an absence note to be excused from the previous night’s homework, and they have two days to make it up.  Unexcused absentees will be graded by the three days rule…after three days the work will not be accepted.
· The student must be prepared everyday with class supplies.

· Gum chewing or any kind of food is never permitted in class.

· A neat and well maintained room allows for a pleasant and positive learning environment. Each student must do their part to keep the room tidy and clean.

· All work must be typed or neatly written in pen before submitting.

Course Objectives:

· A good reader evolves into a good writer. Emphasis will be on reading and its relationship to writing.
· Students will have an understanding of and examine the skills needed to appreciate the literature and prose they will be reading and writing about (e.g. foreshadowing, drawing conclusions, details, inference, identifying literary devices) which will help[ them prepare for the ELA exam in May.
· We will work on improving grammar and the structure of sentences.
Grading Policy:

Participation:  15%

· Class response or discussion when called upon

· Paying attention and listening

· Independent reading

· Group work

· Conferencing and sharing work aloud

Class Work/homework:  30%

· Completed written homework assignments

· Completed daily independent class work

· Student is prepared for class

· Student work is organized and neat(typed or written in pen)
· Up to date work (ex. journals, charts, reflections)

Assessment: 55%

· Projects/charts/journals

· Tests

· Quizzes

· Essay writing/research

Plagiarism:

A failing grade will be given for any part of an assignment that is plagiarized. A lesson will be demonstrated on how to do research.

