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                                                 Syllabus for 8th Grade ELA

                                                 Teacher:  Ms. A. Schwartz

Course Description:  Through the reading of short stories, various genres of literature,

poetry and works of non-fiction, students will engage in a wide variety of responsive
exercises ranging from the writing of personal reflections to analytical essays.  We
will work extensively on vocabulary enrichment, grammar and on preparation and

review for the ELA exam.

Course Expectations:

· To be able to discuss and write about literary elements (setting, plot, 

characterization, theme, figurative language, etc.)

· To be able to compare and contrast literary works
· To be able to compare and contrast a text and its film version

· To write a compare/contrast essay

· To sustain a period of daily independent reading

· To take responsibility for making thoughtful and timely choices of books

· To keep an organized journal for daily quality level reflections
· To keep an organized journal for vocabulary

· To be prepared and to complete assignments on time
                                        (Continue to next page.)

                                                     Units
Unit 1: Short Story
Students will analyze plot elements, summarize the text, identify themes and interpret literary devices. 

Unit 2: Fiction                                                 Ex. The Pearl & Of Mice and Men
                                                                         by John Steinbeck. Students will

describe cause and effect

relationships and their impact on

plot. Students will describe the use 

of mood, characters, setting, point of 

view and tone. 

Unit 3: Non Fiction



Students will study vocabulary, 

identification of facts, organization, and how both lead to understanding text. 

Unit 4: Drama
Ex. Romeo and Juliet. Students will study the structure of the play, major plot and subplots as well as hot the actions of the characters affect plot and theme. 
Unit 5: Fiction                                                 Students will analyze characters,               

                                                                        setting, and its impact on plot, make         

                                                                        inferences and form opinions. 

Unit 6: Poetry                                                  Ex. The Raven and Annabelle Lee         

                                                                         by Edgar Allen Poe. Poetic                       

                                                                         elements, word choice, rhyme,    

                                                                         rhythm, voice,  alliteration. 

                                                                         Assessment—Create a poetry book. 
Unit 7: Immigration                
Students will read various texts to determine how the immigrant experience differed for various groups.

Unit 8: The Holocaust 
Students will read various texts and look at the causes and consequences of prejudice and injustice. 
All units will include skill building and preparation for the ELA exam and unit selections will be adjusted to meet the needs and levels of the students.
Grading Policy:

Class work and homework                                          55%
Tests, quizzes, essays, projects                                   45%

 Students who are absent when an assignment is due are expected to make up the work.

 An assignment can be submitted up to three days past the due date with a three point

 penalty per day for lateness.  After three days, the assignment will not receive credit.

 plagiarism will not be tolerated.  Any student who needs help can make an appointment
 to see me.
