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Dear Parents and Students,

Welcome to English 7!  This course is designed to enrich your reading and writing skills.  The nature of this course is very collaborative, and students will gain a broad view of various texts and genres.

By the end of this course, you will:

· Have further developed your reading and writing skills

· Learned about developing a thesis statement and organizing ideas

· Understand how to use textual support in your writing 

· Have worked collaboratively to develop various analytical and critical reading skills

· Have a stronger vocabulary base

· Have a well-written resume and cover letter 

· Developed a personal statement

We will be reading from the following selection of texts, as well as supporting texts:

Keys for Writers

Various articles from The New York Times, Newsweek, and other sources

Modern and classic literature

Examples of mini-lessons include:

· Understanding literary elements and their applications in literature
· How to write a thesis statement

· How to organize ideas in a paragraph

· How to “dig” into poetry

· How to understand texts in juxtaposition with one-another

· How to improve grammar and sentence structure

· Developing an analysis of literature

· Improving vocabulary

Essential Questions that will be addressed throughout the term:

· How does social location influence decisions?

· What is identity?

· How do we change according to our environment?

· How does literature paint a cultural and social portrait?

Assignments will include:

· Analytical essays
· Personal response papers
· Homework that relates to the day’s lesson
· Exams
· Independent reading
· Journaling
· Creative projects
· Group projects
· Portfolios
Classroom expectations:

1. Students should arrive to class on time and immediately begin the task at hand.  Students who arrive late to class will be asked to sign a late book.

2. Homework is assigned every night and is key to supporting the lesson/unit we are studying.  Homework is graded according to a rubric and will receive one point off (out of four) for every day assignments are submitted late.

3. Papers, exams, and projects will be assigned well in advance and will frequently be broken into parts through mini-lessons.  Ten points will be deducted for every day projects are submitted late.

4. No electronic devices such as i-pods and cell phones are permitted.

5. No food or gum chewing is permitted in class.

6. This class will be a rigorous class that will enrich your skills.  It will take hard work and dedication, but with effort you will accomplish a great deal of work you will be proud of!

Please note:  Homework assignments will not be accepted the week past the due date.  For every day late without a note, one point will be deducted.  Always aim for a four.  Your homework grade will be calculated based on the average of the total number of points possible in any given marking period.  For example, if 10 homeworks were assigned, your average would be calculated from the total number of points you received out of 40.

Take pride in your work.  Homeworks are designed to support the day’s lesson and enhance your understanding of the literature we are studying.



Grading Policy – High School English

Participation






15%

· Class discussion
· Listening
· Group work/process
· Conferring
· Book Talk
· Sharing Work Aloud
Class work/Homework




30%

· Homework assignments and readings are completed
· Independent work during class time is completed
· Journals are up to date
· Group work – process and product
· Reflections
· Student is prepare for class
· Student work is organized
Assessment

· Essays
· Quizzes
· Tests
· Projects
· Presentations
I am always available via e-mail should you ever have questions or concerns.  I encourage parental involvement and hope to be in communication with you throughout the school year regarding your child’s process.  My e-mail address is: rbarrett@schools.nyc.gov
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