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What is Assistive Technology (AT)?


Assistive Technology (AT) refers to tools that are necessary to help students benefit from instructional materials and communicate effectively.  Examples of AT include communication devices, graphic organizers, tools that support writing, tools that support reading and devices that assist with physical access to these tools. 





The Individuals with Disabilities Education Act (IDEA), the federal special education law, provides the following legal definition of an assistive technology device: “any item, piece of equipment, or product system... that is used to increase, maintain, or improve functional capabilities of individuals with disabilities.”





For additional information, consult our �HYPERLINK "http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/SpecialEducation/programs/relatedServices/Assistive+Technology.htm"��Assistive Technology website�; the � HYPERLINK "http://schools.nyc.gov/NR/rdonlyres/5EAB31DC-0CB3-4D99-8AC1-4F030643657D/0/ParentATresources_finalcopy_fall2015.pdf" �Assistive Technology Reference Guide for Students with Disabilities�; and our � HYPERLINK "http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/SpecialEducation/tellmemore/importantDocuments.htm" ��Family Guide to Special Education Services�.








When might I think about asking for an Assistive Technology (AT) evaluation? 


You may want to ask for an AT evaluation if you feel that AT would help your child access his/her educational program and meet his/her individual educational, communication and/or environmental needs. If the school thinks your child requires AT, they will start the process and contact you to request your written permission to evaluate your child.


You do not need to wait for the school to contact you. As a parent or guardian, you have the right to request that your child’s school conduct an evaluation to determine if your child has a disability and is eligible to receive AT services.  This evaluation is free of charge.  See below for information on AT and how to request an evaluation for your child.





How can I request an Assistive Technology (AT) evaluation for my child? 


To request an AT evaluation, follow these two steps:


Submit a written request for an AT evaluation.  Write a letter stating that you are requesting an AT evaluation for your child, and be sure to include the following information:


The date of your request 


Your child’s name


Your child’s date of birth


The school your child attends


Your child’s student ID (OSIS #), if available


Your name and signature


Your concerns, and why you feel your child may require AT (Optional)


Mail or hand-deliver this letter to any of the following school staff:  the School Psychologist or the Principal of your child’s school (Districts 1-32 & District 75), or your CSE Representative (Charter and Non-Public Schools). 


You should expect a request to formally consent to this evaluation within 15 days after you have submitted your letter.  In the event that you are not contacted for formal consent after 15 days of submitting your written request, here’s how to follow up:


For public school students (other than charter schools): Contact the � HYPERLINK "http://schools.nyc.gov/AboutUs/schools/superintendents/default.htm" ��Superintendent for the district in which your student’s school is located�.   Attach a copy of the original letter you sent asking for the evaluation.


For all other students: Send an inquiry with a copy of the letter to � HYPERLINK "http://schools.nyc.gov/Academics/SpecialEducation/ContactsResources/cse.htm" ��the CSE Chairperson for the district in which your student’s school is located�.  


You may also send an email to � HYPERLINK "mailto:relatedservices@schools.nyc.gov" �relatedservices@schools.nyc.gov� or call 311.








